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arn not aware of any test by which it shall be decided that a genus is
sufiicientiy characterized. When the species is aiready kriown, less words
are, 1 should think, needcd. It is better to suppleient rnissing characters
in a diagnosis, than to needlessiy criticize its author, especially in the case
where a good numiber of genera have been fully anid clcarly made ont by
hlm and bis work is largeiy of a pioncer kind, and often lias to be accorn-
pliied wvitb borrowed specimiens or single exaniples. ''li difficulty of
being alivays rigbit is shown by Mr. Smith in putting Polenta among genera
with unarmied tibioe, wvhiie, pei- contra, 1 wvrongly stated as it appears
(tboughi hesitatingiy) tbat Fera/laz had no ocelli. There is room for care-
fui work iii thc Noctaiidi', but the species must be fuiiy cxamined as I have
tried to do in tbe genera aliied to Erolyla. A good lens, a good or i)er-
fect maie specirnen and a duplicate for dissection, a quick eye and
experience are needed. If, with ail these, p)atience and courtesy are
posscssed by the author, wbo iiiust also know the literature weIl, satis-
factory work cannot fail to bc accom-piished. Even with ail these the
student w~ili be disappointed if hie expects to produce a " Synopsis " that
sbaii be correct and conipiete, in a sbort tirne. We probably shiaH have
Io ciassify neariy -,ooo kinds of iMod/aidoe: 1 bave examnined or described
about 1,200.

Genus PLATY'SAMIA Grote.
Hubner's genus Samnia, erected in the Verzeichniss for species incor-

rectiy associated, and %vitb a diagnosis devoid of characters of value, is
used by anti-Hubnerists instead of Platysamii, a terni fully exi)iained and
correctiy Iimiited by me to, the three or four species, Cccr-opia, Gloveri, Co-
zembia and Gcana/hi. Upon wbat -round this is excused does flot appear.
It is not consistent ; and can only be donc by those wvho give to Hubner's
genera the same valuc as those of scientifie wrilcrs. Even in this case
the procedure is doubtfuiiy defensibie. In using Hubner's gencra I bave
been often gulded by the prior use of thc rejected terni, i. . in preferring
Liizopu-e to )Cyinza, Euistn'toia for Elrastria, etc., both aXVylinazt and

Ersrabeing previousiy proposed by Hubner for différent gcnera fromn
those to wbicb Treitschke and Ochisenhieiirncr gave the ternis. 'lie entire
qluestion of Hubner's genera bas been treated ini a personali way, and
every atternpt I have nmade to compromise the miatter lias been miet by
unnecessary insistence on unimportant points. As it stands now, and
taking the " Brooklyni List " as an example, Hubncr scerns oniy to be


