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Tfhe caterpillars knowvn under the comrnon iiamie of Ilwoolly bears"-
*belong to the farnily of Arctians, and rnost of the species in the rnoth

state are very pretty objeets. 'l'ie conmmonest of ail the species is SÊZYo-
somna virginica, a pure w'hite rnoth ivhich appears on the wing in Way, wvhen
it deposits its clusters of round yellow eggs on the under side of tbe
leaves of niany plants. In a fewv days these hatch into minute hairy cater-

*pillars, which for a time feed iii company and devour at first the under
side o f the leaf only so

- that it assumes a scorched
and withered aspect. In

,~ ~ . a short time, however, they
* part company, each one

choosing his own course,
and blessed with good di-
gestive povers, thiey eat
freely of ail parts of the
leaf. 'l'lie full grown cater-.
pilka (ig. 9, a) is nearly
two inches long, thickly

Fig. 9. clothed with hair usually
of a yellowvish color, but flot ahwavs so, for some are .lighit brown and
others a darker broivn. Thle head and feet are usually yellow, and the
iiairs arise. iii littie tufts from sniall yellow tubercles arranged nearly in
rows across the body. In -the spaces between the segments there are
darker lines, somietimes brown or dark brown, and occasionally nearly
black; there is a dark line along each side, and the under surface is also
of a dark shade.

Whlen full growvn the caterpillar seeks sonie sheltered nook in wvhich
to clidnge to a chrysalis, attached to the utider side of a board, under the
bark of a tree or in some crevice in a fence, wvherever it is dry and
se -cludcd. flaving fixed on a suitable locality, the larva proceeds to divest
its body of the covering of hairs, and with these woven togethier wvith


