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Counncil of Public Instruction, which hold ils first meetngr on tho
10th Janaey of the last year and in which the ditferent religious
budses, as wel as tho respective nationithies, wore muost jospec
tably 1eprosentod 5 of Noral, Modol, Industnad, and evon talant
Schuols; of a vatuable Museum atachod 1o one of tho Model
schools ;5 of conferences of teachers i whieh «amportnt questions
have been discussed nnd excellent fectures dehvered 2 of pansh
libsaties, to tho number of one hundeed and thirty one 5 of School
Inspectors, numbenng as many as twenty-aix, amd sueh other
arrangements as appertam to an advanced state of public nstrue-
tion.  Wo sew it stated that ¢« six of the pupils who have lett the
MeGill Normal school are now teachers m Upper Cauada, aud twe
trom the Jacques Cartior school are teachers tn Pranco Fdwards?
ldand.” Respeetmg the attendance at the Nermal schools the
report says, <4t is pleasant to observe that nearly all the pupts
are fiom the country 5 and that nearly all the counties i Lower
Canada have furmshed thew contingent.”” This is indeed a pleas-
ing faet, and must tend to excellent results, mnsmuch as these
pupiis. whon they wiil have become quallied teachers, willy w
most ipstances, return o therr native counties, and bu received
with 2 degree of conlidence amd respeet commensurate with their
aequirementa. Tables of statisties appended to the 1epoit shew
the present number of pnimary schools to bo 3,011 an increase
over the year 1858 of 1473 the number of scholars 141,633, in-
crease over previous year, 10,543, The statistics of supernior edue-
ation shew ax the number of pupils of Umversiies and Supenor
Sehools, 509 5 of Classieat Colleges, 2,756 5 of Industrial Colloges,
1.962; Academnes tor boys, 6.56S; for airls, 14,2785 Normal
Schools, 2195 total, 26,287 5 merease over the year 155§, 412,

Mighly pleasing as 1s tus report 1n ats general beanny, st still
has its dark side.” « Wherever thero s ght there 1 shade.” The
conclndig words give ns the painful fact, < that notwithstanding
the great numbe of schools of all kinds now possessed by tho two
great cities of Quebee and Momreal a large proportion of the
children in both attend no school, and seceive no kil of instrue-
tion.  All the schools now n operation ars hierally overcrowided,
but neither the number nor the dimensions correspond with the
wants of the stll mereasing population.” In connection with tns
statemeat Mr. Chauveau avers, that while ¢ for some years past
Quebee has votod an addational sun, Meontreal has hiathesto refused
tlus oo™ This state of thungs should uo longer be dissegarded
Ly our Statesmen and Plulantroplusts. Iguorance in Citiesis much
more fatal than an the rural pants: and 3t it be the question of
ceonomy. wheelt s waterfening between our ey poor and their
right to protection from the heathen darkness, which weread of as
aboundiag i some of the old-woitd estres, sutely very little retlee-
tion wonld shew that 1t 1 cheapet, besudes being mcomparably
more pleasant, to pay tho school master than tho pohceman 3 and
that a better return can be obtawed for money given to Clergynien
for teaching in public schools, than for the salaries pad thém as
Chaplains of Gaols, or as associates of the Sheriff on the demoaralis-
ing public scaflold.

Theo Visit of Xlis Royal Wighness the Prince of
Wates to Ammerica.

IX.
LOWER CAMADA.
(Cortinued from cur last.)

The following mornieg the Pnnce 1011 for Qitawa.

Whilo in Mentreal and Quebec His Royal Hirhness had a gaal
opportanity of forming a carrect apauon of the civihzation of the
caantry ; for in these old and well developed centres the hetoro.
geneoas olements of which society 15 composed, are all 10 be
found, buth distinct from each other. and amalgamated.

Thouzh Moatreal is uot <0 oid as Quebec its easly history is as
interesting. and sull more stirming.  The founding of this city, on
the very confines of the country of the Mohawks, whose murderonc
inraads were the terros ot the continent. was an act of oreat bold-
ness, if not absolute tementy,

On the 17th May 1642, M. de Maisouteuve, the agent of a
company formedd in France, under rather surprising circumstances,
for the purpese of founding a city 1n the country of the Iraquois,
caused a small chapel,” tho tirst erccted on the Islani. 1o
be consecrated by Pére Vimont, the supernior of the Jesuits th «n in
the colony. The Island atscif was, on the 15th Auguet follavmg,
—the fesiival of the Assumplion,—dedicated to the Virgin Mary.
Henco the name of Ville-Marie, by which the towa twas long
disignated, and which is ovex now occasionally met with in
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ceclosinstical doctmonts,  In 1663, the Sulpicians of Paris
becamo possessed of this fine domaine, and spon eatablished a
house, far wealthior now than the one from which it aprings
and almost as old.  During o long ported the small settlement
possessed for it protection agimst the hostele tnbes nothing b
a feeblo palisade and the wdomitable couragoe of 18 inhabitants.
Sty years Iater the town was surrounded by 2 wall, which was
not removed until 1808, whoen st was found to be an mpedinent
to the growth ol the eaty, amd quite wadequale to its purpose in o
stratagical point of view,

The line of these furtitications, as lard down on an old plan mada
in 1758, extends towards the woest to the space now occupied
by McGill street; followmg theuco, i 2t nerthorm direction, neacly
tho linv of Ciaig stieet, it toerminates in the enst—a little below
the eitadely whicn oceupied part of the ground now taken up by
Dalliusiv Square and extending to St. Denix street.

Thu population of Moentreal in 1720, was 3000 souls, and of the
whole of Canada not moro than 10,000. (1)

In the year 1765 a contlagration destroyed almost the whole
town, involviug 2156 fnihies tn & general run, and causing a loss
of abont $100,000. Public gencrosity was appenled to both in
Eogland and s Canida, and considerable snms were rased by
subscription for the relief of the sullerers. “Fhat part which the
fire had destroyed was robwsit, and inuch improved, ~a circum-
stance by no moeans unusual 1 such cases,—and Montreal soon
rose from her ashes withrenewed vigor and prospenty.

In 1975, Montgomory with somna troops of lho‘tovolulion, occu~
pred it lor a fow mouthe, aud then abandoned . It was much
exposed in 18125 nay, had Salaberry been unsuccessiul at Cha-
teauguay, it would in all probubildy have agam fallen into the
hawds of the enciny.  In 1837-8, after two insurrcctions, it was
tor some time subjected to martal law 5 many of its leading citizens
were imprisoned through vindictive paity spinst, or through the
mteresied zeal of subordinates thustng for money and honors ;
and twelve executions for political oflences followed.

As a ringular example of the vicissitudes of human affairs, it is
worthy of notice that all the French Canadians who, since the
Union, have filled the post of Prane Muusier, and many who held
F_nnfulim under them, were cither impnisened, or molested at the

ime.

In 1849, tho Act secuting indemmification for losses sustamerd
dunng the rebellion was assuled by the party i opposition
as a direct premium oflered totreason. A niot followed during
wlich the building where parlinment inet was fired by the mob, aud
entinely destro ed. A splendid hibrary contammng about 30,000
volumes was lost; not sausfied with this act of Vandalism tho
uob kept the town in alanm unul tho govermmnent was at length
removed to Toronto.

Muntreal was the great mast of the fur trade with the Indians
under tho French and the English. Here the renowned bour-
geoisof the North-West lived in"princoly style ; while their hardy
rayageurs carried the trade into the most distant regions of the
cantinent. The town is not now dependent on this trade, which in-
deed has taken another direction, but by the vigorous energy and
activity of s merchants has become the great eafrepot of the
irude between Eungland and Upper Cauada, and even of that
between the former country and some of the States of the Ameri-
can Union. Tie obstructions in Lake St. Peter, wlich prevented
vessels of areat draught reaching the Pont, wwere removed by
tredging ; canals were made, and extensive wharves and basins
were built o aceommadate the shipping; mlways were con-
structed,—one to Portland, securing a direct communication with
the sea-board at all seasans,—and thus prosperous and enterprisin
cuy, stimulated Uy the healthy devclopmentof the country, acquire
a commereial importanco which has increased ever sce. Al
present at is connected by ruil with River du Loup, Qucbec, Port-
tand, Sherbrooke, New York, Toronto, Sarnia, Detrowt, and Ottawa.
In 1859, the value of its exports was $3,044,000, and its imports
amounted to §15,553,000.

The population is gencrally estimated at 8§5,000 to 90,0003
ahout onc-half is of French origan, and upwards of two thurds
belong 10 the Raman Catholic faith. The wards St. Lawrence, St.
Lewis, 8t Mary, and St. Anteine are in a great measure peopled
by Franco-Canadians  St. Ann’s ward, compnsing Gnfiintown, 1s
principally inhabited by the Irish population, which 1s also dis-
tributed in the St. Lawrence ward, and the St. Mary's, often
called the Quebec suburbs. The English, Scotch, and Americans
dwell 11 ho West, St. Antoine, and Centre wards. There are also
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