
The Races.

point of mere assertion. But a few
short years ago, precisely the samne
arguments were addueed in favor of
pugilism and cock-fighiting. They
too wvere good old Englishi sports-
niueh in the sanie sense that bribery
and corruption were govd old .Eng-
lish practices ;-but now thinin-g
nmen are generally agreed that it is
not a usetul pastime to 'witness two
eocks spurring out each other's eyes,
nor a pleasiiig eniploymerit to encou-
rage tivo rational animais to, bruise
and m-aimn each other, even jor the
important purpose of instructing a
rabble ini the art ofseif-defence. The
tide of popular opinion lias now set
in strongly against such unmanly
diversions, and horse-racing will soon
share their fate in publie estimation:
-lIet but sound views of religion and
niorals pervade a eommunity, and the
day of these things is for ever gone.
1 know that it mnay be said that
gambling, and drunkenness, and
Ilrevellings and such like," are by no
neans essential constituent parts o?
tiiese diversions, and that if those
whoattend thiemwili choose to destroy
their own fortunes, and to brutalize
theinselves, the fauit, is entirely ti3eir
own. But granting that tbey are
not the necessary?, are they not the
natural accompaniments! Ask it of
experience. Do they flot always go
hand in hand together? Wlere they
ever dissociated ? Races ivithout
betting 1 What man who bas any
character for fashion to lose, or any
distinction in society to gain, w'ould
think o? frequenting themn on such
ternis? Races without any facilities
for drinking !-and where would be
those crowds wvhieh now% throng the
course ? Why, these are the very
things which give to these amuse-
mnents their relish and their zest.
The rich mnan dissipates his money in
bes of konour, forgetting too fre-
quently that other and more honour-
able debts remain unpaid; and the
man who has no money to spare, bets

in hdnd, and decides at the price of
his ow,-, intemperance the relative
merits of the contending liorses -
while high and lov, in a vast majority
of instances, think a recourse to the
bottie a scanty and becoming mode
of celebrating their good luck, or
drowning the reniembrance of adverse
fortune, and ivinding up the excite-
ment of the day.

1 will montion a eireunistance
which canme under my owvn observa-
tion,-tbe allusion to it may seera
very childishi to sonie; others may
possil1y regard it as a fair sample of
the effects to be cxpected froni these
opportunities of riot and cxcess.
llaving- been sunnoned from home
on the cvening of the first day of the
races, 1 saw immediateIy on lea-ving
iny houvse, a poor fcllow much intox-
icated, staggering Up to some corn-
rades iiho %vere loungling about the
street. H-e liad come frora the
races !-and the tenor of bis commu-
nication, interspersed, 1 need bardly
say, with féarful oatbs, ivas-"1 I
have lost ail rny money on that gray
horse." Now 1 was so fully prepared
for suehi scenes, that this man's
remark made but a sliglit impression
nipon me at the time, and I am sorry
that 1I ost sight of hini; for on after-
wnrds refleeting on -what lie said, I
could not hielp fécling that it might
bave been true to the very foot of
the letter;-it rnighit have been that
l)e had lost bis littie ail, and that
littie ail the hard earned wvages to,
wbich an anxious wife and el) dren
were looking for their winter's comn-
forts or ivinter's subsistence, thus
cruelly and recklessly squandered !
and be bimisef-it migbt have been
that he had floîvn to the intoxieating
draugbt as to a friend in distress, and
if haplv thus to check the keen Te-
morse thiat was gnawing at his soul 1

0 these races 1 1 do tremble at the
thougbt o? the wretchedness wbieh
they must bave brought with them in
their train ; and if 1 could hope that


