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7 A"Sermonpreached Sabbath evening, January 2oth,
1889, by "HENRY FRANCIS ADAMS, to Ladies only, on
.- which occasion about 50¢ were present. At the close a
collection was taken to place this sermon in every home
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~* Fartwenty long years the Jewish nation had been cruelly oppresed
“¥ Dy Jabhi, king of "Canann. who reigned in Hazor. This Leval
= henthen tyvant hid o Jivge army, one notable leatuze of which was
o the frow war ehinots, used by Dim in warfare, and which numbered
*oning iandred i 217 The “comnander-in-chief of this mmy was
Riserara wan of & viliant «pirit, ever veady for war, and on wh e

* sapirior gefwralship king Jabin depeaded for a deics » or extension
“of the empire. Whe power that had xo lonir and so cruelly hield the
" Israelites 1n slpvery ereated in the minds ol the enslz ed but ove idea,
oethat wasy that“Jabii was their common exemy. One would have
thought Bt having been trodden with the iron heel of oppression

= o Lo fifth pare 6f"a century, the Jews wou'd have had crashed out
" ~of theirheartsili hoje of ever beimg again free from the voke ol
“hondaget -But that sigiiificant clause in the third vevse o. this furth
hapter “of Judges, And the children of Ismel cried unto the
< Lidrd ™ indicates that hops had not vanished from their minds, for
v never iyt when they cease to hope.  They were captizes, but
= Sthey believed God ¢onld break their ehains. Taey were wealk, but
~oosthiey believed' that G id's power could overcame their ecemivs. Gol
~rhadperiitted them to be oppress-d 45 a chasiisua nt forsia, but He
¢ wag waiting to deliver then as soon 18 the, reponied ard cried unty
o Him forWelpr Thongh Gad was willing 10 bring abont 2 change in
~™ the prople’s conditivn, there must be some nrency tsogh which i
eglianld be effetted. ‘ihe Lord gene ally selects n man to lead in
 those grreeat reforms wjeh have for the end the e'evation of hununiyy
o aad-the gtory Ql'_l!_iS’;}q_pc; but it s man for the tmes be. wanting,
aE § (R TRV alitays foutid e’ woman qualitied as the i.stuwmeat of the
= desirediclianige, © & '
At this per-ad of the history of the jews the wisest and holicst person

* ia the'nation wns Deborah. 2 Propietess. Whether tiere weie toen
- capable for the high and diffizalt task of judging the paople we do
not ‘kaoiv, ‘bitt it is sufiicient for us to kuaw that God chose & woman
“thiongh whom to comnuaicate hs will to the ution. Dy by day,
fghe st tnder a'palin“tiee 10 hear and decide feni’y and olher trot-
~bles, Foralthongh the jews were iacaptivity, they presered
weére allowed to follow their own legal customs in the setilement of
“disputes. Bt thata woaan should be clected by God and nan to
vccupy 8o prominent and responsible & position as the leadership of
Sseveral miltions, of people m their political movoments, and as Law-
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giver in their family and moral relations, has created surprises in the
minde of many. . - :
When the captives eried unto the Lord for deliverance, He com-
manded Deborah to muster ten the usand men toward mount Tabior.
which when she had done, Sisera came forth with his-great-army. and
his celebrated cavaieade of nine hundred chaviots of ironsintendihg in-
a very summary maaner to quell the rebellion. He miay have
shought in heart, * What can this woman.do, to.incite..and
lead this paor down-teodiden people to war 2 Ah, but Sisera left out
olhis reckoning the chief and “invinciblo power that inspired and
would sustain the rebels in the humanly speaking unequal combat.
The battle was in reality the Lord’s, the woman was only-the.agency
in briging it1o yass, Her word was with power, hecause it;was
the Word of the King.  Iler marshalled handfuls of men were suighty
heeause God was with them. ‘This conilict was to be another iilus-
tration of the watch-word of that old warrior of <he Cross, Paul,
1 God be for us who can be agamnst vs " ] ) .
Here stand Dehorah's brave-hearts on Mount ‘Fabor waitine for-her
word of comimand. Rongh, ragzed, and poorly equipped for .war,
vet confident that the prophecy of theiv beloved and - revered
mational mother must come to pass, for her wisdom and God-inspived -
indirments of the past justified them in theirexpectation. There come
Sisara's mighty host of trained and tried wardors.  Well dilled: in
the cruel arts of heathen warfare ; amply supplied with bese:
ehtainable; with their swords and-speafengti v ¢y t
Uieir unbroken vanks march with thoroughly dise iued:step;>te.the.
Suspivime tunes of their natioual songs, The tram y-tramp;tramp of
the great multitude of funt s, Wiess, and the rumble.of the wheels of
those nine hundred jron chariots, and the prancing .of the. horses
which seent the battle afar o all combins to awe the. Ismelites, and -
foreeaste defeat.  As soon as Sisera arrives at the base of the aount,
with the cale assurzauce of an easy victory, pitehes his camp.on the
great plain to prepmie his ranks for the attack,  Without losinra
miament, Deborak, whoas: heart was leaning on the Almighty arm.
aave the word of command to her captain, Barak, jands:said, vy
PO TillS 1S THE DAY IN WHICH THI2 LORD HATH DELIVERED SISERA
INTO THINE HAND ¢ Is NOT THE LOED GONE OUT BEFORM THEE ?”
So Barak went down, and his 10,000 men followed. As-the opposing
furces met the Lord discomfitted Sisera’s host snapped-off'the wheels
ol Lis chariots, aud gave his great multitude of  warriors . into .the
hauds ot Buak, who with his men slew them all.- Sisera:himsell
suffring diath at the hand of Jael, the wie of Heber. Then-the
victorious Jsraelites pursned these gentiles unto their -own city. and
succeeded u captuving and kiliing even that monstrous tyrant king
Jabin himselt, - . RS St g
~Then sang Deborah and Barak tus wagrnificent. trinmph song, griv-
ing ull the glory of the victory won 10 the great ‘God who- blessed
tiwir bannels on the fiell of war. * Praise ye-the Lord forsthe
avenging of lsrael, when the people willingly” offered thewselves.”
 Hhear, O ye kings; wive ear, O ye princes: 1, even I, will sing anto
the Lond 5 1 will sing praise to the Lord God of, Ismas)? - £, *Lord
whea Thon wentest out of Seir, when Thon marchedst out of the
tield of Blom, the earth trembled, and the henvens dropped;-ithe - -
ciods also drogped water™ - 'The mountaing. melted-from before-
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lought from heaven; the in their courses. faughtagainst:Sisera:?~
= Tae yiver of Kisaon swept them away, that ancient:viverstlios. - -
river Kishon.” R e G :
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