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with the lowest class of Britons, but does not
raise us to an equality with the beiter classes, or
with tho New.Euglanders over the border. The
ume is fast approaching, or I am much mistaken,
when Englishmen will conmder it as disgraceful
10 sell a Commsmon in the Aty as they would
10 scll & seat vpon the bonch—~—~when ment, and
not interest, will be the rule in both services ;
and when, having cessed tv ent desr bread for
the benefit of a few, they will not vots heavy
Army aad Navy BEsumartcs, without the great
body of Jlie people ore frecly adnnticd tu an equal
participation in the patronage aud promonon
maniained by ther expenditure. When that
doy anivee, aud 1t may be nearcr than we think,
the Colomsts will have nothing to complain of—
untl 1t comes, sume steps should be teken to re.
move all ground of complaint, and to associate
North Amernicons with the habitual defence of
tho Briush flag. I must confess that I feel a de.
greo of diffidence m offering suggestions on a
puint, which, for us full elucidatton, would re.
qure some professtonal information and expe.
rience ; but thero 18 one passage in British history
that may furnish something like a precedent.

When the Highland Regimants were raised, the
distnicts whence they were drawn were generally
disaffected. The embers left, when two unsuc.
cessful rebellions had Leen trodden out, were siill
smouldering, and ready to be rekindled—Jaco-
bite songs were the prevailing luerature of the
glens ; and broadswords were bequeathed from
father to son, with the dying injuncuon, that they
wereonly to be used in defence of ¢ the King
over the water”. Chatham aaw, that to incor.
porate the Scotuish highlands with the rest of the
Empire—to make thesr hardy mountaineers loyal
Buush subjects, 1t was only necessary to quve
them something to do, and something 1o be proud
of : to direct their chivalrous valour upon a fo.
1eign foe—1o let them win laurels and furtune un.
der the House of Brunswick., The expenment
was regarded as hazardous at the time, but how
nobly the result confirmed the sagacity of the
great statesman.  On almost every baule ficld for
the last century, the prowess of thesc Scotush
Regiments has shown conspicuous. The tales,
told on their return, by moymed but honored ve.
terans, of the hesghts of Abraham—of Egypt—Tou.
lousc—Vattoriaand Waterloo, have superseded the
explons of Charles and bonnie Dundee. The
Regimonis 1n which their fathers and brothers
had served, were readily recruited from the or.
dent youth born among the heather. Glenco and
Culluden were forgotien—a new spint pervaded
the Highlands ; and, even to the extremity of the
+ black north?, the fusion of the Scotush race
with ¢ the Southron” 1s acknowledged on all
hands to be complete.

Now, my Lotd, try some such experiment in
North America. Rauwe two or three Regiments
—train Colonists to command them-let 1t be un.
derstood that, in those corps, ment only leads to
promotion ; and give them, in name, or dress, or
banner, something to mark the Province whence
they come. Try a frigate or two on the same
pntciple ; eall one of them the** Nova Scoua';
man her with the hardy fishermen who line our
sea coast, and huist the Mayflower beneeth the
Union Jack, when she goes into action. Those
regunents may flinch in the hour of trial, but no
man who reads this letter, from Fundy to Mi.
clugan, will beheve st—that ship may sink, but
there 13 not a Nova Scouan, who would not ra.
ther go down in ber, thon have her flag disgrac.
ed, From the heads of those regyments, ana the
quarter decks of those ships, the fiery spints of
North America would poss, if they were wortily,
into the ligher grades of both services: they
would be to us what the Academy of West Point
is to the youth of republican America, schools
of instruction and disciphne ; and then we should
be prepared, not to envy our neighbouts, but 10
meet them on iho jronticr, or on the cuast, when
the metcor flag of England was unfurled.

Tarmng to the civil scrvice of the State, we
find the Colonists pracucally excluded. Some of
them hold subordinate places 1 the Imperial De.
parumeats, wlhoso branches extend o the Pnf.
vincesin whicl shey reside 3 but the higher posi.
tions, even in these, ate geacrally cngrossed by
natives of the Mother Country, who have had the
good forwune to eujoy Parhiamentary or fanuly 1n.
fluence. Of this we shocld not cumplam, if we
had the same means of puslung our furtunes home,
or in other portions of the Empire. .Thcrc is one
Dcparunent, to employment in which we fancy
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we have a peculisr clasim~the Colonial Office.—
Your Lordehip mnay be startled ; and others, who
have never given the subject a thought, may be
dwsposed to sneer. But there have been, occa.
sionally, worse Clerks and Undor Sccretanes
than North America could have supplied, within
my political remembrance, From the Bench, the
Bar, the Legislatures, abundance of material
could be sclected, to give to that Depariment a
churacter for efficiency which it has rarely enjoy.
ed; and to draw around 1t » degree of confidence
that it can hardly hope to attain, while the Jead.
ing minds produced by the great countries com.
mtted toits care are practically excluded from its
Celiberations. 1 could quote twenty cases, in
which ono North Amencan, by the Colonial
Secretary's side would have prevented much mis.
chief—scores of exciting and protracted contto-
versies, that might have been closed by a singlo
Despatch; snd I have listenrd 1o and read
speeches in Parliament, which the merest politi.
cal tyro in the Provinces would be ashamed to de.
liver. I feel, my Lotd, that this is bold speaking,
and delicate ground ; but I shall be much mista.
ken in your Lordship’s noble nature, and in the
unproved organization of the Colomal Office, un.
der Earl Grey, if offence is given.

An important preliminary step to this infu-
ston of Colonial life into the Imperial system,
is, Mr, Howe conceives, the admission of co-
lonists to representation in the National Coun-
cils,—in other words, that a certain number of
men from each colony should have seats in the
British Parliament, % North America,” he ob-
serves, ¢¢is nearly as much interested in every
question of commercial regulation, of foreign
policy, of emigration, religious equality, peace
and war, as are the inhabitants of the British
Isles. Ifshe were an independent nation, be-
sides controlling her internal government, she
would protect her own interest in the arrange.
ment of them all. Did the Provinces form
States of the American Union, they would have
their representation in Congress; and would
influence, to the extent of their quota, what-
ever it was, the national policy.””  Under this
conviction, Mr. Howe pragceds to put a case,
and to deduce from it what he conceives
would be the natura! results of such a system.
He does this with so much eloguence and so
much force, that we will offer no excuse for
giving the entire remarks whioh close this cle-
ver, and in many respects really remnarkable,
letter:—

Suppose that the five North American Colonies
were permitted to elect, n the following propor-
tions, either through the Legislature, or by the body
of the constituency, men of talent, cnjoying public
confidence :

Canads..coeneecercssocannrese 3
Prince Edward Islond .

Nova Scotia...... .92
New Brunswick.. .2
Nowfoundland.cueceverieeeees 2

10

and that the members, 20 elected, were permitted
toait and vote in the House of Commons : a num-
bor 80 smail would neither be inconvenient, nor
apt to excite jealousy, and yet they would give to
North America a vote 1n the national councils—
an influcnce proporuoned to the ablity, imforma.
tion, and powers of debate, she furmshed. It
would give her more—it would give her a noble
field tor the display of her culuvated intellects,
and open for the choicest of hersons a path tothe
higher distinctions and honours of the Empire.
1t would give to her less brilhant, but enterprising
youth, secking their fortunes n ho Military, Na-
val, and Civil Services of tho Siate, not patrons,
for the influence of these Representanives would
be trifling, but carnest and judicicious friends, on
the spot, where their clauns wero to be stated,
and theirnterests advanced.

Now, my Lord, would not such a concession
as this— racefully bestowed, almost before 1t was
asked for,strengthen the Empire 7 Would itnot
put republicans and sympathizers hors de combat,
without a bayonet or a barrel of powder? It
would be worth balf a dozen of citadels ; and, onr
ihe day thas those ten members took their seats
i the House of Cominons, yuu mught withdraw
thousands of men who arc kept here at an enor.
mous cxpense, to defend a country, the popuiation

N e
of_which, too happy for discontent, would guard 't
with spirit the priviloges thus peacefully secuced,
But, my Lutd, I do not put this muderato de.
mand on the fovting of a favour—to my nand, n '
bears the semblance of smple juanco. o eveny
sesswon of Parhoment, measures are discussed, in .
which the Colonists are deeply coucerned, Many
times, within the last iwenty years, the Colonia
trade has been deranged—Colomal mterests sye.
rificed ; and our vicws have been often sirangely
misinterpreted and msunderstuod. It tho  enc.
ral wellore were promoted, our eectional intcrests
of course, should wot have stood 1n the way ; bu
even in these cases where you ore night und we
are wrong, we woulu yet have the eccariy of
consultativn— discussion— remonstrance.  We
wuuld say, with becunung foruude, * Stnhe, bu
hear us.” i
Tako the recont case of the repenl of the Corn
Laws. _ Ofthat measure I haghly approve. As s
youth, just entering into pubiic hte, I denouncea
the Curn Laws; and when they were doomed, 1
smiled nt the fears expressed in Canada and clse
where, and rejoiced wuth ol my heart.  Buy, iy
Lord, even a good measure hardly reconciles u.
to the fact, that the commeraial relatnons and set.
tled business of two nuthons of people shvuld be
dgnlz with, evenin a wise and philosoplue spim,
without their exereising upon the discussion, or
tho result, the slightest influence. Tuke anuther
case. The North American Provinces mught
have been plunged into a war, arising out of the
annexation of Texas, or the settlcment of the Ore.
gon question, without, perhaps, having the shght.
est intercst, or desire to participate, in cither quar. -
rel. Happily such calamues were averted by the
dignified firmness and moderation of the Tmpernal
anthorities—but similar controversies wath tureiga .-
powers may arise,and may notalw ays be sosutislac
torily adjusted. The Colonial Legislotures vo nor
pretend to meddle with any of ihese disputes : bui
is it reasonable to ssk millions of Butunsioiake,
up arms—to suspend their commerce—to bea
their ploughshares into swords, in a quarrel, upon
the growih and deadly termination of which, they |
have never been consulted ; and which they have |
had no power to inBuence or avert. The pre.
sence of such a body of men, as 1 prapose, in Pos !
Liament, would remove this ground of complaint: |
1f they were outvoted, we shuuld atleast have the 1|
satisfaction to reflect, that they bad been heard. )
In some cases, their reasoning would probably |
prevail, to the modification of a bad measure, or 1|
tho improvement of @ good one—in others, they |
would be convinced, and would take patus to sat. -,
isfy their constituents of the wisdom and souad
policy of the course pur- ied. They would per-
form the double duty, of mingling Coloniol senu. |,
ment and opinton with the current of debate, and |
of reconciling the Colonists to the decisions of ,
Parlisment. This they would do, ifonly permut. ..
ted to speak and vote upon Colonial, or tatheron l
Imperial questions; but if allowed a larger lau. i
tude, even in the discussion of purely British to. i'
pics, they might, at times, excrcise a salutary and -
temperate influence. 1f men of sound judgment, -,
conciliatory manners, and cultivated taste, they,
would—from the very fact of their isolation, and
impotence as a party—from their bewng steangers
from 8 far country, with no intercst 1n the matter;
ramned in a different school, and accustomed to i
examine similar questions wat’. other liglts, and |
from different points of view, sometimes be heard
amidst the din of party conflict. They might,’
when the storm was highest, pour oil upon the
troubled waters; and win respect for thair witen
tions, when they failed to couvince by their clo.
quence. i
1f these men—fairly tried on the great arena—'
were found to possess talems for debate, ready
pens, and hobits of businese, . iiero could better
material be sought to recrmit and strengthen the
Colonial Office? Their local information and !
knowledge of detail, could not well be surpassed
—their sympathy with the population of the
Countries to be dealt with would not be suspect-
ed ; and the double responsibality feh, to Parba-
ment on the one side. and on the other, to the'
people among whom they would probably return !
to pass tho cvening of their days, would ensure !
the most vigilant and cnhghtened discharge of
their public duties. And, my Lord, would it be
notlung to have theee men returning, every few
years, from such scenes and emplaymen's, 10
nungle with ang give a tone to the society of
North America? How invaluable would be
their expericnce—how enlarged their views—how




