
224 TE MONTHLY CONCERTS 0F MISSIONS.

of attractioni or of repulsion, accord-
ing as the contact is or is not sympa-
thelic. Habits or' selfish isolation,
the culture of our "affinities," the
habit of cousinlting our own reflned
tastes, cornfort, and gratification,
will lead us to avoid ail unnecessary
contact withi thlose Nwho occupy a
lowcr social stratum, and wviIl iakze
p)oints of nieccssary contact points of
repulsion. But %vheil there is v'olun-
tar.yand lZindly approachw~e always
discover soinething- thiat is a basis
for synîipathy aîid love.

The secret cliariin of the gospel of
Christ is tlîat it inspires, not siniply
the love of com placence, but. the love
of benevoleuice. The truc disciple
loves not for the lovely and lovable
quali tics alveady seen alld developed,
but for the sakze of -%liat miay be de-
veloped. And so, in the most repul-
sive object, love secs a1 field for celes-
tial blooins. The sta-nant. marslî
bî'ing,,s forth the white and f ragrant
water lily, and the desert beconies
the garden of the Lord.

TimE subjects assigned to this
nionth are Mexico, Central Anierica,

West d es, alla Evang1elizati on i n
the Cities. We refer oui' readers to
Vol. 1, New' Series, P. 224-226, whcre
the main facts as to ?Jexico are set
forth. Mucli othxer v-aluiablc niatter

col)10indiiex. Thie edito-s eairnestly
hiope thlat (_veryV studenit of missions,
wvill avail bînseif of theý bound vol-
une for 1888, %vlieli lie %vili find an
enqyciopcdia of missions.

MEXICO.
l1u 1882 its area was conmputcd at

î43,048 square miles, and its popula-
tion at about 10,500,000. It consists
of 30 States, of -which thie largest arc
Chihuahua, Sonora, (7oahuila, Dnir-

iLng; anid the mlost popiiloiis are
lalisco, Guatiaj tiato, Mýi lioa-cani, Oax-
aca, Puebla and M.Nexiho, ail of whichi
contaiji upiward of 700,000. In 1882
Mexico had 23 tovns contaiingi over
8,000, the City of Mexico being
much the largest, Nvith 300,000. The

arnxy consîsts, on a war- footing, of
165,000 offleers and nmen. The navy
is snîall, lxaving lve gunboats. Mex-
ico's eiports are miner-aIs and iietals;
precious wvoods, especlally niahogany
aîid dye-woods; coffee and cocon,
vanilla, tobacco, cochineal, drugs,
cattie, etc.

Proxiinxity to our own country for-
bids us to regard Mexico wvitlî indif-
ference. At our very doors, OUI.
nearcst neighbor, lier elevation and
evangelization touchi iot onily our
duty but our interest. The great
varicty and riclîness of lier fauniî
and flora; the possibility of finding
alinost any desircd cliniatie condi-
tions witýin1 a mual rneo terri-
tory; the beauty of lier scener-y,
constituting a modern occidental
paî'adise-alI these considerations
niake Mexico a couintry of sulprelie
importance to the United States.

Tlxere is suie to be contact and
commerce betweex these two ieigli-
bois. As facilities of tiavel incirea-se,
this favored land wvi]l thronig not
oiî]Y Wvitih visitors but resîdcixts frolm
our republie. If -ive dIo not l'aise lier
moral and spiritual state, she Nvill
iower ouir o'vii Self-protection de-
inands tlhat %ve send to oui- Mexicaix
neiglibors tîme gospel iii its l)urity.

The papacy iii its worst foi-in rules
in Mexico, thiough-, iin 1873 church
and state werc separated, and Con-
gîress precliided froîn passageQ of laws
cither establisliing or pîrohibiting
any relig.ion. Marriaire ivas mnade a
civil contraet; slavery abolislied,
and a severe b]ow struck against flic
monastic orders and religious estab-
lislinents, and in favor of public
cducatiox. In 1884 iiere wcvre about
9,000 publie elernentary schools, -%vithl
500,000 p)uPils, and about 140 for
lligher edulcation, with 17,200 l)iipils,
and thiat year fixe Governunient grant
for cd ucational pui'poses %vas $3, 000,-
000 and upw,%ard.

Thiese wveîe rapid steps-strides ini
advance, in fact too ratpid foi' tîxe ig-
norane and superstition of tlue peo-
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