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iiew charter of 1813, the opposition wvas open and systernatie. Both
tougues andl peuis wo're arrayed against ai efforts te perineate India with,
the Gospel, and virulence united with ignorance te carry thec day agyainst
missions. So absurd are the arguments then used that, as Dr. Duif said,
they have become now like curions fossil relies of antediluvian agcs.

'When ia 1793 certain clauses wvere proposed in a bill then peuding for the
renewal of the company's charter, clauses dcsigned te encourage Christian
mexi iii goiing te India te propagate the Chîristian faîth, those clauses were
pronmptl'y and peremptorily negativcd ; and a learned prelate, in the flouse
of L-ords, a defendor of orthodoxy toe, actually argued against auy interfer-
onice " 1with the religion, the lawvs, the local customs of the people of India, "
allegîing that there wvas no obligation resting on Englishmen te attempt the
conversion of the natives, even were it possible, -%vhich he deiiied ; and
that the comnmand te preacli the Gospel te ail nations did net iii this case
appîy. Asiate as 1813 GLanes LMarsh, iii eHfouseef Gommons, exprcssed
mnngled 'Isurprise and horror" at the proposai te send eut missionaries
"'te civilize or couvert such a people at the hazarà of disturbing or deforin.
ing institutions" which hlitherto had proven the mens desigued by iProvi-
douce te make thema virtuot~s and happy 1" ]?amplileter-s assailod mis-
siens as an attoînpt te overcome the " uncouquerable abliorrence of the Chris-
tiana relig6ion" on the part of the Ilindus, wvhile twouty-five years previous
the Rajah of Tanjore, for instance, Lad muae a porpetual appropriation of
land of the ycarly value of $1000 for the support of Christian touchers.

During the oarly per.ied of British empire in India, net only was Clîris-
tianity repudiatcd and treatod with contompt, but the gyoverameut under-
took the patronage of the native idolatries and superstitions, ehiefly on the
ground that it was policy te huiner and conciliato the native population.
And s0 N'e have the igrnominious spectacle of a Christian and Protestant
nation not only bearing -vith, but bearing up, the mest dangerous and
subtle of Oriental heathenisins. The Marquis of Wellesley wrote te ftic
Bnitish resideut at Lucknow adv'isiug a " liberal attention te the religions
establishments and charitable foundations of the country," and asking hl-,m
to, furnishi a statemnt of the public endowments of both the Ilindu and
Mohamimedan religions as he igheyt propose to conftrm or exlend 1"
IPartly fromn motives of state policy and partly from regard te, financial
profits, the govorument, alliod itscîf with the temple of Juggernath in Orissa
of ]3ydenatli iu Birhrlm, of Gya iu Behar, and the sacred shrine of pil-
grims at the junctien, of the Gangres and thre Jumua ! Nay, Mr. Lionel
P'lace actually sighs over thre deselations of idolatry, the decline of the
magnificence of the festivals and processions of the famnous pagoda at Con-
jeverarn, and the povcrty of the idolatrous 'Iehurcir" which preveuts the
replacement of thre nir ornaments of tire idol and garniture of tire fane,
'which thre war Lad stripped from the pagan god and iris temple, and urges
the goernmeut te restore the lest spîcudor.

This representative of a goverument beaning, like himself, tire naine of


