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cheaper because the ste m boiler je discarded. The spied of

adl trains should be increscd and general travel made More

c omfortftble. The danger to property along the t.racks fram

fire would aimait be elimin&sted, and algo tàe dangrrm i

in case of a wrek. The yearlY lasses fram fim caused hy

locomotive engines je a very, heavy hurden for ail roads to carrY

and any meaoune of relief would be welcotfl. The une ol

electricity on the train for Iighting would be oomfortable and

cheap, and the liacility of conDectiflg the cab of a locomotive

direct with a division.
1 deOpateher, coupled with an electricuily

operated block system should reduce the accidents occurning

to a mninimumn. The G.T.R. at Sarnia Tunnel have demon-

strated what eWetrificitiOn can accomplish on heavy grades

a.nd under adverse circumstaice8 The New Haven, New

York and Conn. R. R. for the lai.t two years have pnoved what

can be donc in a congested district and the New York Central

R.R. will soon show what ean be done in the wî;y of handling

trains in the busijut terminal station on this conitinent, if not

in the wonld. It .s neported the New York Central will spend

many million's upon this change, cnsqUefly the time ln not

f ar distant when gooa precedent will be etablished, and many

places will avail themsclvoe of the oppontunity ta follow "ut.

if we look at the many urban trolley roads that arc in suc-

ceseful operation, we find they have in mînny ciscs bien cheaply

built, the roadbeds are uneven, and in many cases fOllov the

ups and downs of the highway they run upon. There has been

no money spcnt in grading, even whene they kave the publie

rads and cross the fields no great attcmpt il made ta grade.

In many cases the rail is light, and the raadbcd poor.. We

alea find that Most of thein are aperated tram, a steam power

bouse, UT few oficbe are up-to-dite steam plants. Moait of

thcm 'are sîtisfled with a compound candcnsing engini plant

thît is ressonably efficient, using tram 20 ta 215 poundS of steim

per h.p. per hour, and stiîl in the famce of all, th<, e radi handie

a very large paseenger and fncight trmffic and are generally

dividend carriers. Their operations have been resnably

* succeestul, and reasonmbly safe. Accidents upon them are few

and not very expinsive whn they do happin. Now if wecon-

Mider an clectrie locomotive running on oï.e of aur good ril-

roads wjth firgit-clade rails and roadbeds, double tracked and well

graded with grades rcduccd so that stcamn locomotives cari mîke

*f ily goad time on them, it appears ta me that the train move-

ment can grci.tly hi iricreased upon the saine tnackagi at a grestly

rcduced cost tor apiritian and upkeep. lt ie now rcpoited

that the New York Central will spend $30,000,000 for elertrifi-

cation of the New York terminaIs and tunnels.

Chairman,-
1 have no douht v'ou have all listened to Mn. Wickefli


