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and ail Judes, and ail the region round about Jar-
d&n," ta bc baptized of him, in that river, we do flot
very naturally couie to the conclusion that ho fiai-
miersed them all. Insuch promiscuous assemblages
of age, rank and sex, and of a people distinguishied
for delicacy and rcservedness, it i not in the least
degree probable, cither that they woe undressed
for the purpase of immersion, or tiiet they wore al
conveniently supplied with bathing robes for the
purpose, according ta the practice failowed naw
by the advocates oi aduit baptismn and total im-
mersion. It is much more reasonable to suppose
that the canvenience af the praphet, and ai the
parties applying ta bim, requircd a more expedi-
tiaus methodl; and the impression macde on us
froin the wholo circuimstances, is, that after the
flaptist had addressed thie multitudes on the banik
of the river, enforcing the doctrine, and calling on
thera ta bring forth fruits meet for repentance,
those wha professedl went clown with biai ta the
very margin, or perhaps into the stream, and were
aprinkled with the baptismal water by John, using,
it may bie, as the Jews were wont ta do in purifi-
cations, a branch ai hyssop for a sprinkler : this
being clone, they iwcnt up oui of the watcr. The
same observations may bc applied ta the baptisai
of the three f.housand converts on the day ai Peu-
tecast.t iVe should bc flot a littie perplexed ta
account for thea arrangements necessary fur the
baptisai o aie great a multitude by immersionin the
city ai Jerusalem, inclependent ai the obstacles
arising from. Jewishi feelings ai dclicacy and re-
eervedness. We cen scarcely suppose that; the
necessarv ineens coula bo furnishied ini private
bouses, and there wvas no streain in, or sîcar, the
city adapted ta the purpose. The saime obstacles
did nlot stand in the wvay ta prevent the baptisa of
the Ethiopien princet by immersion: Plhilip and
bc wore alone, or anly in the company ai servants;-
and we may readily suppose there was water
enougli; and lience wve can ofrer no reeson wlîy
this ferrm shauld nat have beca employeui, except
the single one, that spriakling was much more
convenient Againthe case ai the Philippianjail-
et,§ seems ta ta us very conclusive ln favot af the
latter mode. For it is barely possible, that in tho
prison, at the bout ai midniglit, an a sudden end
unforeseen emergencythere coula bc found al
the prerequisites for adminlstering baptisai by
immersion.

I have directed attention ta theso instances, flot
with the view ai cstablishing that either dipping or
eprinkling wvas tbe uiiorm andi instîtuted meriner in
apostolic tiaies. Enougliwill be gained ta thear-

gument, if 1 have ehowîî that it is cliflicuit ta deter.
mine ivliether the primitive christians confihîed
themselves always cither ta the anc or thc ather-
%vhctter they i mmnerscd or sprinlcled iii baptism, or
used cîther nîethod indiflkrezitly. And that tho
wisest and hast men have entcrtainedl différent
views of the primitive practice, wvould scm ta au-
thorize the conclusion, that the great lIcad of tho
churcli bas flot dctcrmmiied the mode by any pire-
cisc rule, or by any clcar and unvarying model.
It scemas ta, bc a mark ai divine wisdom, that; the
more menner and non-essentials ai the forin ai bap.
t:sm, are left thus incleterminato and variable, au
the circumstances ai individuals a-id the diversities
ai chinte nay require. In tropical and warmer
regians it may bc suitable ta employ immersion.
In northcrn and polar latitudes, where this mode
miglit prove daugerous ta healtb, and incanvenient
and cunibrous in its administration, the sirnpler
form of sprinkling might bo employed ; and yet
eaeh hc in perfect congistency with the revealed
wili of Christ, and iu entite subsztviency ta thor
greet endifor which, this ardinance was înstituted,
as a s!.gn and sec!ai afur admission inta tlic visible
church.

WVliilewethinli the sacred scriptures do flot pre-
cisely prescribo the manner ai administration, and
tlmat n considerable latitude of varicty may notinvali-
datû the essentiels ai the ordinance ; nnd whilo we
adinitthat we cannot cliarcdàùsobedience ta Gadup-
oic such as depart in the above degrees iram the pro-
vailing practice, wc znay express aur higrh approba-
tioni ai the simple, bccoming and scriptural manner
in uvhich tiia rite is uuov periormed by most ai the

pratcstantrefarmcd cîsurches. Sprinkling with wa-
ter i louv almost universally used. The smallest
quantity ai the material element isiustly deemed a
suficient emblein ai the spiritual baptisai without
which the external washing can prove ofino avail.
And aur church, rejcctiîîg ail idie cercmony and
pomp, -and sprinkling anly ln the naine of the Pa-
ther, and ai the Son, and ai the Holy Ghost, the
nucnd is loft froc ta expatiate an the mysteriaus but
deligh!tful cooperation ai the hlessed Thnity, in tho
schcme ai aaes redemption, as it is $et forth in
this divine institution.

G. In conclusion, let us advert ta thse obliga-
tions under which clîristians are placed by this sa-
lein ordiniance. lly it they become the professea:
disciples and suhjects ai the Lord Jesus. Every
wiliuland deliberate violationo ai iscomniandments.
becomes therciore akinil aiperjury. It isnfot sun-
ply an act ai disobedience nga!nst God--oithis al
simiers are guilty, whcther they ho baptized or flot.
But ta renounceoaur christian profession after a&
new covenant engagement ta it through titis holy


