ON CHRISTIAN DAPTISM.

and all Judes, and all the region round about Jor-
dan,” to be baptized of him, in that river, we do not
very naturally come to the conclusion that heim-
mersed themall. Insuch promiscuous assemnblages
of age, rank and sex, and of a people distinguished
for delicacy and reservedness, it is not in the least
degree probable, either that they were undressed
for the purpose of immersion, or that they were all
conveniently supplied with bathing robes for the
purposc, according to the practice followed now
by the advocates of adult baptism and total im-
mersion. It is much more reasonable to suppose
that the convenience of the prophet, and of the
parties applying to him, required = more expedi-
tious method; and the impression made on us
from the whole circumstances, is, that after the
Baptist had addressed the multitudes on the bank
of the river, enforcing the doctrine, and calling on
them to bring forth fruits mecet for repentance,
those who professed went down with him to the
very margin, or perhaps into the stream, and were
sprinkled with the baptismal water by John, using,
it may be, as the Jews were wont to do in purifi-
cations, & branch of hyssop for a spriokler : this
beiog done, they went up out of the water. The
some observations may be applied to the baptism
of the three thousand converts on the day of Pen-
tecost.} 'We should be not a little perplexed to
account for the arrangements necessary for the
baptism of so great a multitude by immersion,in the
city of Jerusalem, independent of the obstacles
arising from Jewish feelings of delicacy and re-
gervedness. We can scarcely suppose that the
necessary means could be furmshed in private
houses, and there was no stream in, or near, the
city adapted to the purpose. The same obstacles
did not etand in the way to prevent the baptism of
the Ethiopian princel by immersion: Philip and
he werealone, or only in the company of servants ;
and we may readily supposc there was water
enough; and hence we can offer no reason why
this form should not have bcen employed, except
the single one, that sprinkling was much more
convenients Again, the cascof the Philippian jail-
er,§ seems to to us very conclusivein favor of the
latter mode. For it is barely possible, that'in the
prison, at the hour of midnight, on a sudden and
unforeseen emergency, there could be found all
the prerequisites for administering baptism by
immersion.

I have directed attention to these instances, not
with the view of establishing that either dipping or
sprinkling was theuniform and instituted mannerin
apostolic times. Enough willbe gained to thear-
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gument, if I haveshown that it isdifficult to deter-
mine whether the primitive christinns confined
themselves always either to the one or the other—
whether they i mmerscd or sprinkled in baptism, or
used either method indifferently.  Aund that the

wigest and best men have entertained different
views of the primitive practice, would secm to zu-
thonze the conclusion, that the great Head of the
church has not deterimued the mode by any pre-
cise rule, or by any clear and unvarying model.

It seems to be a mark of divine wisdom, that the
merc manner and non-essentials of the form of bap-
tism, are left thus indeterminate and variable, as
the circumstances of individuals and the diversities
of climate may require.  In tropical and warmer
regions it may be suitable to employ immersion.
In northern and polar latitudes, where this mode
might prove dangerousto health, and inconvenicat
and cumbrous in its administration, the simpler
form of sprinkling might be employed ; and wet
each be in perfect consistency with the revealed
will of Christ, and iu entire subserviency to the
greatend for which this ordinance was instituted,

as a syrn and seal of our admission into the visible
church,

Whilewe think the sacred scriptures do not pre-
cisely prescribo the manner of administration, and
that aconsiderable latitude of variety may not invali-
datcthe essentials of the ordinance ; and while we
admtthat we cannot chargedisobedience to Godup-
onsuchasdepartin the abovedegrees from the pre-
vailing practice, we may express our high approba~
tion of thesimple, becoming and scriptural manner
in which this ritc is now performed by most of the
protestantreformed churches. Sprinkling with wa-
ter is now almost umversally used. The smallest
quantity of the material element is justly deemed a
suflicient emblem of the spiritual baptism without
which the external washing can prove of no avail.
And our church, rejecting all idle cercmony and
pomp, and sprinkling only in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, the
mind is left free to expatiate on the mysterious but
delightful cooperation of the blessed Thity, inthe
scheme of man’s redemption, as itis set forth in
this divine institution.

6. In conclusion, let us advert to the obliga-
tions under which christians are placed by this so-
lemnordinance. By it they become the professed:
disciples and subjects of the Lord Jesus, Every
wilfulanddeliberate violationof hiscommandments,.
becomes therefore a kind of perjury. Itisnot sim-
ply anact of disobedience against God—of this all
sinners arc guilty, whether they be baptized or not,
But to renounce our christian profession after a

new covenant engagement to it through this holy



