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LETTER FROM MR. GEDDZN.
.Aneiteurn, NOV. 181h, 1857.

Mv1 DEmi BRorHR-
I send these lines hy a vessel Nvichel has called at this island on lier way to

China. 1 wvrite ratier to kcep up correspondence than to communicate, informa-
tion. I have recéntly sent letters to you by way of Sydney to iwhich I refer you
for ail information about the mission. The vessel whicli takes this letter has
Liventy-six Chinese passengers on board, to whoni 1 have given portions of the
New Testament in their own languiage for wvhiclh tliey appear to be tliankful Tliey
are nowv returning homne from the Auistralian gold diggings and are now mourning
the loss of £13,000's w~orth of gold whîiclî they attempted to smuggle without pay-
ing the rcquircd duty and whichi was seized from thein. 1 had a letter from Mr.
Gordon lately. Uc and M1rs. Gordon wcre wcll whien it wvas written. The sandal-
wood men and the natives of Erromaîîga, have lately been quarrelling. The resuit
lins heen the burning of a sandal-wood establishment, and the shooting of some of
the natives. As far as Our inibrination goes the wvhite men seem to, have originated
these unhappy quarrels. But as the vessel whiclî takes this wiIl also, cali at Erro-
manga you wvilI probably have full information from Mr. Gordon on the subjeet.

Our latest news froni Tania is very favourable. I mentioned to you in my last
letter of the burning of the teachers' bouse at Port Resolution. Vie sent off our
chief Nahoat, who spcaks tlie language and knows the people, to investigate the
niatter and report to, us. Ho spent thirce weeks on Tana and roturned a few days
ago accompanied by souie Tanese. The decd was doue as is supposed by a heathen
man living at some distance froni the harbour. Bùut the people among whom the
teachers live, were se indignant that they burnt the principal bouse in the place,
wliere the suspoctcd man resides. Vie dceply regret such an act as this. The
Tanese at present are axious for more teaclhers, and we hope to send two married
teachers next -%eek in the Johrn Knox.

The Bisbop of 'New Zealand visited this island about three woeks ago, on bis
return frain the northcrn islands. lie lias been absent froni this island about three
montlis, and touched at rnost of the islands between this and the Solomon group.
Ho visited in ail 66 islands and landed on 62 of thoni, and hold friendly communi-
cation wîth tlie natives. He had on board ofhbis schooner 33 natives, speaking ten
different languages, whom lie intends to tke to Norfolk Is1ati,-. The Bishop bas
kindly ofi'ered to give tis every assistance in lis power te extend our operations
northward.

I send Nwith this the first tliree Chapters of Revelation,which we have just printed.
We do not intend to, go fitrtlier witlî this book at presont. The Acts of tli, .Apos-
tics is now iii press, and we have taken off the first sheet to-day.

Mrs. Geddie bas not been very well lately, but is rnuch botter now. Tlie other
mjembers of the mission are wefI. The summe r rains bave comrnenced, and the
weatlier is very hiot. and oppressive. We hope, to visit Mr. and Mrs. Inglis to-mor-
row. Mrs. Geddie uîîites in kind roînembrance to Mrs. Bayne and yonrself'.

Ever yeurs, &c.,
J. GEDDIE.

lýUTTI1 FROI1 1R. GORDON.

Rjiv. YD DFit Sit)E Bom.A , Nov. 23rd, 1857.

-As i have nowv an oppertunity of scnding letters to iny frig-ids by way of China,
1 feci constra.ined not to let it pass withiout sending you a few lises, aithough my
present circumstanccs liardly permit of letter wvriting. An epitonie of news is ail
you can now have.

You will bo happy to lcarn that we are ail ini health and strength, working
away, cadi one Rt bis own proper work, like a busy gang.of diggers, sowers and
planters on a farni in the spring, and that the good things of God's providence
towards us, are prcponderating-as thecy generally do-far above the cvil, so that
ire have more reason to sing than weep at our work, althougli thc sulent tear will
sometimes steal over the cheek.

If 1 irere to relate te you some of tUic bloody scenes irhidli have taken place of
late, on this island, effected botli by forcigners, in revenge for some of their party,,


