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which David hung thoso who slow Ishboshoth, after
cutting off their bands and fet. It wes while
dwelling 1 tho Vulles of Hobruu, thut Jacob sent
tho lad Josoph to visit his brethren, feeding their
flocks at Shcchem ; and here, also, l{& David
lived suveral yoars, making this his rogel city, be-
foro he transferred his throne to Jerusalom. ‘This,
also, was one of tho six itios of refuge established
by God, and hence becamo ono of tho Lovitical oi-
tics under the Mosaic dispensation. It does mnot
appear that our Lord, when ho tabornacled in the
flosh, ever visited this place ; it henoo hrs no tradi.
tions linking it with his advent. All its associotions,
from the time that it was built, ** seven years beforo
Zoan in Bgypt,” ave with the patriarchs and kings
of the Qld Testament ; chiefly, bowover, it is asso-
ciated with the memories of Abraham, the Fathor of
tho Faitbful ; and to this day it bears the name by
which he is kaown throughout the East—kil Calil,
or the Beloved.—Rev. Br. Stevens. -
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OUR FORCES AT HOMK AND ABROAD.—INDIA.

The third reading of 1he Militia Ball in the Houso
of Commony, on Tbursday, Auz. 20, gave rie to an
interesting debate on the state of our military forces,
and the wubdrawal of a portion to India. Sir F.
Smuh suggested tbat 1,000 Sappers and Miners nnpht
be usefully sent to India, where engiueers wero great-
ty wanted. He believed there wers none before
Delhi, and the Native Sappers and Miners being
among the mutineers, they might, 1f thev pleased, turn
the city into anotbee Saragossa. T'heir sorties have
been conducted with considerable skill, aud at preseng
it was evident that the only cbance of taking the place
was by assault.  Gefieral Sir De Lacy Evans and
General Williams concurred in ths recommendation,
the former in a discursive speech complaming that og-
iy 10,000 Militia were to be raised, and that the scant
addiiion of 2,000 seamen looked very much iike a
repetition ot the culpable unegligence before the Rus.
sian war. ‘There were several vessels lying 1dle that
might be sent out to India, and wany of the ships of
war might be employed in taking out troops. He
though? the Commander-in-Chief, Sir Cclin Campbell,
ought to bave power of conferring the Vitctoria Cross
fur deeds of valour on the spot ; of filing up vacancies
and giviog promotion, subject to confirmation by tbe
Goverament. He boped that it was true that the
forces undzr Geveral Jacob bad been ordered back
to Jndia, where the presence of a man of tuch preat
experience, ureat sciemtific attainments, and undoubt-
ed ability, would be of the utmost value. He could
not see why tbe troops might not be sent threugh
Eaypt, and comphined that the 17 Artillery regi-
wments sent out had only 184 gunnerg each, instead of
204 as in the Crimea. General Williams al:o concur-
red in the latter complaint. Tbe men .-ere about to
leave for a deadly climate, and not only ought to be
sent out in an efficient state, but witb every precau-
tion asto casualties. He did not concur in the wish
tbat Delhi should be destroyed, and not a stone left
upon another,as it was a very fine arsenal. The mis.
take was to have intrusted it solely to black troops.
For the future, he would say, care thould be taken
never to let one be seen wishin the walls of the cuy :

He agreed in ali that had been said with respect to
the want of fortified places in India. He had besn 1n
all the presidencies of that country, and he bad seen,
30 to speak, the nakedness of the land—station after
station without a single sironghbold. The consequence
was that when we were atacked all went over like a
pack of cards. He hoped that Parliament would
torn their attention to this subject, and that we thould

never agatn permit so arzat a calamity—ho might say
disgrace—to fall upon the nation.

He warned the Government against listening io
future as they bad done to the cries for reduction of
the forces at the beginning of the vear, and reverting
to the queation of Sappers and Miners being seat out,
reminded thots in authority that be bad supgested
that the troops at Aldershot might be trzined i1n somo
of their duties, and the makiog of gabions, &c. He
boped tbis bad been attended to, if not, those con-
cerned might probadlv hear opinions expressed in
tho discussions next year that might not be very azrce.
able. Sir H. Verney imisted tbat the Government
alone were to blame for the reductions they had unne-
cessarily made in the srmy. Ho soggested the send-
jog out of swall armed steamors to opernto in the r1i-
vers ; and that care should be taken that tho troops
hed” ample wedical asrictanee with, them.  ddimral

Walcolt suggosted that Admiral Seymour should ro-
ceivo orders to despatch all the small steamors gnd
gun boats which ho bad at fHong Kong to India. Zord
Palmerston replied to most of the suggestions. The
place of the troops tont out was being tapidly supplied
by recrusting at home. It would not bave done for
to have used the sbips of war for conveyauce, as then
our shores would have been loft in a defsnceless
state 10 case of a European outbreak. A large aaval
flotills would be useless in the rivers of India, obstruc-
ted by shallows and shoal banks. Small boats alone
could operate. The suggoestion of sending troopy
through Egypt was well worthy of contideration, and
it wight be posnble on sbiort notice to esnd a small
forco across from Alexandna to Suez. Thoe Govern-
went had been attacked for reducing the army, but
the course it pursued was the ocly ons possible,
acting under a ropresentative system, for it to pur-
s$Uc L — .
Different forms of goverpment have their different
advantages. Undoubtedly a despotic Government 19
the best fur providing in ttme of peaco the meaus and
preparations for war, because such a Government
bewng subject to no control but its own will, and pos-
ses:iag the foresizbt which you must assume a!) Jover-
nors of counirics to have, keep up in time of peace a
largcr forco than is actually required for defence, and
when war unfortunately occurs, i3 at once ready to
woet the pressure which i1s thereby occasioned. On
the other band, when war does break out then comes
the advantage of representative insiitutions, because
then it is that the wbole nation, rallying round the
Government; gives 1o ita support and a fores. which
no despotic Government can by any means or by any
possibility possess. Io time of peace, however, a re-
presentaiise Government is comparatively weak. It
is not that if we wers to press this house we might not
persuade 1t to vote men 1 commities of supply. We
might iuduce it to give a larger peace establisbmsnt
both of army and navy, but your votes of supply are
ol uo use whatever, unless they are accompanied by
votes in ways and means. That is the limit of your
peace establishment. What happens when peace ar-
rives 2 What took place last year? During the war
the country was ready to submit to any reasonable and
neceseary sacrifice to carry 1t to a successful issue. It
bore great burdens, and would bav, endared greater
still, of it bad been satirfied that tbey were necessary
for the vindication of the national honor and the asser-
t.on of the national interests. Natious, bowsver, bave
no foresight, or, at least, very little. Individuals may
bave, but wmulutudes bave none. The consequenco
was, that the moment peace was made, everybody,
from onaend of the country to tbe other, cried out
for the rewission of the war income tax. That was a
cry which tbis bouse was ncuber disposed nor zble to
resist; the consequence was that the Gavernment found
it absoluiely necessary to bow to the national will, and
the war income-tax was given up. That reduced our
income, an< we were necessarily compelled to propor.
1ion our peace establishmen. « tho income which Par
liament, as the organ of the country, chose to give us.
That was the real reason cf the reduction of our mili-
tary and naval establishments to an amount lower tban
would bave been expedient at the present momeot.—
Stil, with s. the 1aconveniences which these changes
of opinian and of system may produce, there are inhe-
rent n a representative assembly so many advanta.
ges that these should only be regarded asdefects
which the country must at all simes be ready to repair
by prompt and speedy measures ; aod Iam quite sure
that those exertions will never be wanting whes the
occasion may require them. The present case, bow-
ever, is not ono of 20 much difliculty as was presented
at the breaking out of the Russian war, becauso when
that war begun all the addition to our ..ilitary was to
be made at tha expense of the country. The expense
of any additions made now falls, not upov the reve.
nues of the empire, but upos those of the East ladia
Company. Therefore, no additional expenditure is
required on the part of the nation, and all that we
bave to do i, as troops are from tume to lime with-
drawn for action abroad, to keep up our establisbments
at the numbers voted by the committes of supply.—
That, I think e shall b able te do; but this house
has already unammously voted an address to the
crown, assuting ber Majesty that notbing skall be
wanting on our part to enable ber to carry on opera.
tions in India With wigor and success ; and if between
this and the period at which Parliamens vzually moeto
it should-bo necesmary to ask for luriber assistance, 1
am quite sure that no mombers of this house wou'd
grudge the attendance which would bo necessary to
afford tlat astistance to the Goveroment. (Choers)

With xespoct to the forco in Pervia, the engago-
ments of the treaty had not yet beon fulfilled. Re-
ports bad appear«d even that fresh troops were being
sont from Per:ia to Herat. Thiy was denied by the
Porsian Ambassador. Atany rale, whilst doubts are
ontertained of tho good faith of th. Perman Govern-
ment, and tho stipulations of the treaty remaiced to
be carried out, it would ba desirable that a British
force, under ruck a distingnished eoldier as Guneral
Jacob should remain, 1In conclusion, the bouss might
depend that no exartions would by wanting on the part
of the Gover.ment to maintain our empire in India.

Mr. Disra:li did not see why we might not have a
Channel fleet, and vet send troogps to the Enat 1n war
shipe; 5,000 men might bave buen sent through Egypt
and ought to bave Leen at vuce, as thoy would bave
beeon of tho greatest service. 49 exprossed Lis morti-
ficauon that, after all that has been vaid of scioniific
progress, we cannot bave recourse to any of these new
sources of strenpth. He wasplad to hear that the
Militia was not to b looked upon mierely as a means
of recruiting the Line, but he wished they bad been
called out on u greater scale. The housc only had
one object—to let the Government understand that
members ars wost anxions to forward all measyres cal
culated 10 snppress the wutiny , Teserving the right of
criiosm. Much depended upon the iate of Cawn-
pore :— . .

«J think it a mach moire important question than
that of Delln, ‘There is a ratlroad from Allababad to
Cawnpore, to the extent of sixty miles, and, aithough
the locomotives ars hLabie to destruction from local
causey, 1t is sull used as a tramroad.  There will be 60
or 70 miles wore, over which the ‘roops would bave
to march, and iu u couniry whera toe populaion 13 to
a great extent in insurrection ; but it may be assumod
that in five or six days the force fromn Allahabad would
arrive at Cawnpore, and that wouid be the sianal for
success. It appears (0 me that on the late of Cawn-
pore much it not everytbung depeuds. If wo can
maintain our post tbere unul November, when the
advance of the army takes place, we may induige
hopes of success. Butio s0 doing 1t i3 of the utmos
imporiance that we should in November make an ad-
vance, both by tbe lndus and tbrough Bengal, wbich
would demoustrate to the whole pemnsula of India
that our force 15 comprebensive and irresistible. I
trust the plans of Ler Majesty’s Winisters wilt justify
these expectations.”

Mr. Duwracli doubted them, and asked what bad
been done in respect to the troops at the Cape ? The
45th Regiment, which bad been out thero fifteen years
ought to have an opportunity of distinguishing them-
selves, which they tad not been allowed in the Cn-
mea. Thbe right hon. gentleman then took up tho ob-
servations of the Premier as to the reduction of tho
army, justifying the Houze of Commoss iu the courss
it bad taken. Every aid was eiven by the country o
Government 1o carry on the Russian war, and the mo-
ment a prace was ensufed, tbeir bounden duty was to
use economy.

The only return we conld make totke people for
the zeal and pairiotism witk which they came forward
in the emergency, was by showing that, wben the
crisis was past, we were mindlul of our duty as stew-
atds of the public purse ; that Wwe were vot debauched
by the babit which prevails in Parhament daring a
tume of war, of eastly voung public woney ; but that
we were prepared 10 force upon the Government a
aystem of reduction and economy. This was tho fire
duty of Parliament; and it was the first duty of Go-
vernment, it they believed that peace was secured, to
raspond 10 our wishes, 1 say, therefore, so far as the
House of Commons was concerned, that we acted
most wisely 10 the course we took ; because, what ex-
cites in emergencies a prompt and passionaio response
1o the appeals of the Guvernment on the part of the
commuvity, who bava been dezciibed by the noble lord
as 30 short sighted, but the conviction that advantage
will not be tak u of their gene:osity and that wben the
desired resnlt bas been  accomphished thewr interasts
will be consulted, and that they will be allowed to but-
band those resources which, if an cmerzency sbonid
arise, will enable them to affurd shmilar assistance fo
the Goverement? 1: is 1he economy. the retrench.
ment, and the reduciiors of Yaxation effected afier ths
war, wbich enzble the commaonity when an emergency
apain arists to coms promptly and powerfully to tho
aid of the Government. (Cheers.) There is somu
dwinction between the position of a mere member of
Parliament and tbat of a Minister of the Crown. A
member of Parliament deems it bir daty on the termi
pation of a great struggle, and aiter the commence-
ment of peace, to enforco redoction and retrench-
ment. Something more is 10 be expected from the
Minister of the Crown. He bas sources of informa-
tion not open to v, and he bas a policy in bLis mind of
which wo are not tbe skarers. He bas a responsibility
on bum ten thousand times preater than all the mem.
bers of Parliament put together; and if the Minister
believes it to be not wise or expedient to effect reduc-
tion or retrenchment, the Minister, under thots circum-
e1ances, is bound to coms forward, and if be had that
conviction it is not only bi«duzy, but, in my opinion,
it would be on bir part a duty whiob be could succens
fully folfil, to Liopress that conviction on Parliament.
If Partiamant pressed the Government for redactiogs
which thoy believed would be injurious to the coun-
tey, it wonld be in the power of a Minister—and 1 am
sure it would bo in the power of the noble lord, ad-
dressing the honse in a warning and monitory toné,
without making revelations incunvenient to the pab-
tie service—to make guck an impregsion on Parlismants
a3 to indaco membesr ta =<lax in the I £y ilid word



