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GENERAL REPORT.
OS TUE PRESBUYTERIAN 'tISS4-IONARY .40CIETY

BRITISH OVIANA 1888.
WVe cannot say that the financial cloud

which lias for su long overshadowed our
Mission lias been rernoved. At the pres-
ent moment, the Council -a in no better a
position financially thain it was twelve
iîîonths sgo. We cann"t see our way be-
fore us to defray the exI)efses, either of
the Geîîeral Mission, or of the West Coast
Mlission, and this condition of affairs is
causing the Counceil very grave anxiety.

We dare not con tract any more than we
hare donc the num iber of our si(gencies or
the area of their operation' without doîng
deadiy .injury to the initerest of our
clîurch, reflecting discredit on its namne,
anid retarditig te a certain extent the on-
ward progress of the Kingdom of Christ.
And that be far from us.

Ho"' mi'cl is it to be wished and heped
for that the present prevailing apathy re-
garding missions iii general and our own
mission in partîcular, niay pass away, te)
be succecded by a ivarnitiî and interest iii
botît, hitherto unknon~n.

During the past year, thc Counceil have
to report nîo signal instances of înissionary
succcss. Tlîey cati chronicle nothing be-
yond the ordinary routine ei m-issionary
work. It is the day of amiali things with
us, as yet, but let no mni despise that
-day. The day of gyreat tliings nîaybe at
hand.

The p)rincipal event to break the even
-teîîour of the operations of the Society
was the arriv'al in the colony of the Rev.
K. J. Grant, a niiissionary in connection
ivith the Canadian Presbyterian Church,
stationed nt San Fernando, Trinidad.
14r. Grant was conxissioned by the Board
tf Foreigni Missions8 cf the abov'e named
-Clîurch to visit Denierara, and to inquire
into the working cf our Indiait Mission
liere, te ascertain the cause of the Mission
'Council's financial embarrassmient, and to
do lus best to forward tho work generally.
Mr. Grant caine among us burning with
zeal in bis Master's cause, aiid endeaveur-
ed to stir up b>oth Church and Council to
a senýe cx! their responsibility. In pur-
suance of this object, bue preached in both
the town Churches, and addresae'1 twe
Sunday Schools.

But te ascertain the condition of the
WVest Coast Mission'was one of hisobjects,

eand so.e ie.hs±enad to the WVest Coast, te

examine the. Schools at Tuechen, LUitvlugt
and .Argue, the threo centres of work at
present carried on by Rev. J. Gibson.

On the 24th Septomber, at a meeting of
Coundcil of the Preshyterian Missionary
Society, Mr. Grant was present, when the
following resolution wus unanimously puss-
cd. "T1hat the West Coast Mission shall
ho carried on in its integrity as heretof<ere;
and the Council pledge themselves te do
their utmost, to relieve their Mîssionary's
mind of ail distracting uncertainties and
to enlarge, if possible the sphere cei'ered
by the Mission." The Council encouragcd
the formation cf Ladies' Missionary Socie-
ties; and Mr. Grant and Mr. Slater were
requested te visit Berbice and te plead the
cause c>f our Missions there. This visit
was duly accomplîshed, meetings were
held in three out of four of the pariAi
churches and a Ladies Missionary Society
was formed, which has met witli a large
ameunt cf succe8s, and beexi the means (,f
raisiag a considerable sum iii aid of our
Missions.

The Counicil met again on the 29th Sep-
temuber 1887, at wxhich meeting the Rev.
K. J. Grant was again present. At this
mîeeting the arrears due te the Rev. J.
Gibson were paid over to hin.

It is te be hoped tlîat, the results of the
visit of se distimguishced a Missionary as
Mr. Grant nîay net be evanescenit bnt that
permanent good te our Missioni may flowv
therefroîx.

WEST COAST MISSION.

1. We du net think that this Mission is
recciving on the part cf the Ohurch, that
attention and that support wlîich it un-
doubtedly deserves. It is o%..- only Mis-
sien te tlioso East Indian Immigrrants, on
whenî the prosperity cf our Colony 80
mnch dcpends. When we call te mind
that there are 80,000 cf these peur dusky
children of the Euat, living in our midst,
and that our church maitîtains only one
Missiunary and oue Catechist, we niay
well bu humbled te the dus!'. The field
of fereign Missienary enterprise is brought
te our vcry door, and we are toc given te
aloth and indifforence te our brother's
welfare te bestir ourselves te mainister te,
bis spiritual wants.

Up te the tirne cf Mr. Grant's visit te
this Miin lastyear, -there were three
centres cf werk, Ttuch, Uifthigt and
Ha"u. But the night befere Mr. Grant
v'isited Tnechet&, a fire entirely consumcd.


