THE CRITIC.

AN OLD VALENTINE,

If, my love lh{ pity meeting, .
'Thy dost sigh, the happy sign

Of 1 bosom that ix beating
Foo ambitious hopet ~with mivo;

May the wandering breezes leaviug,
Suldly, elowly leaving thee,

Waft the wieh that thon art Leaving
Phrough tho Hghtening gloom to me.

Phen 1H stray to dewy howers
In aesthetic halift dreseed,

And T enll the blurhing tlowers
‘Mhiat wny hudy s feet have pressed ;

And, my pul-es benting firter
At the news the Zephyr brings,

1 will hasten, sweet, to murmuy
Other idiotic things, EoBoeT
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RAMBLING NOTES ON BURMALL
(CONTINUED).

It is a noblo furm of 10ligion, is the Buddbists, Christian like in its
moral teachitgs, and in its coromonial, clusely resombling Catholicism It
has madoe of the Buruian, and his alter ego tho Japanese, the most hospitable,
pleasant manneied people in tho Eastern world.  So much does it approach
to Christianity that it is hard to convert the Burmese. * Owt religion samo
like yours, what for ehangeo,” they tell me, said the Roman Catholic Bishop
of Mandiay. He was a Frenchman, but had spent years awmongst them,
and prosided overs a small congregation in that city, mostly descendants of
Christian Hindoos, who, years ngo. had been bronght us captives into Bui-
mah, ¢ We cin make no headway nmongst thom, aud just for that reason.”
Nor do I beligve that other missionaries have beon more successful. And
now a word as to missionaries in the East, :

Suppose we are travelling in the Mofussil, up country, in India. We
roach a station where a few Kuropeans are located, lost amidst the secthing
native population ; a judge, siy; an assistant collector; an inspector of
police ; a rovenue survey ofticer, a few members of tho I). P. W.. and &
doctor. “ Whoso house s that? we sk, that fino one rising from tho treos,”
a8 wo enter the station. ** Missionary Salub," is invariably the answer.
Partaking of all the comfurts an Lastern lifs affurds, mixing frecly in the
gociety of the plice, in the company of a wife, consigned tu him, perhaps,
from Europe, like a bale of goods, by his soulsaving socioty, drawing good
pay, and using the liberdd funds at Lis disposal to attract with four-anna
bait the starving Catechumen, dieguizing the bitter pill of Christianity in
the gilded coating of gratuitous education—rather a shoppy simile—the Mis-
sionary leads a not unpleasant life, varied by an occasional visit to Europe,
whero tho much suffering (1) man is petted and feasted, and becomes the
chiof hero of many a tea-fight.

‘That there are brands saved frow the burning, as he would probably term
it, I have no doubt ; neither do I doubt that there are many zealous, good
men amongst them  But, after all, is not a whole Hindoo better than a half
Christian? If in India, yoursolves, you would not toleiate a Christian ser-
vant n your Luuse , and for this reason, that Ramaswamy or Hinduo Khan
will nut touch liquor fur one thing, his religion furbids it , but our regoner-
ated domestics will, and like it  Besides your Hindoo or Mussulman
servant has a caste or a p. ..ion to forfeit , your Christian, by the mero fact
of his conversion, boculues ati vuteast and « parial, if he were any better
beforo it.

Amongst casto mon, it is rare to find a Christian, and no wendcr. Thrast
forth from the family circle, put under a Lao, deserted by wifo and children
often, deprived of all sucial standing, the converted Hinduo gots in exchange
for the gaudy ceremonial of Siva or Vishnu the cold, ill-comprehended dog-
mas of the foreigner's doctrine, Is it strango that he clings to or returns to
tho faith of his fathers which is buund up with every phase of his public
and dumestic existenco?  This, certuinly, applies more to India than to
Burmah, whero caste, luckily, is unknown. And hore, let me add, that the
attractive worship of the Catholic (“hurch, appealing, as it doee, to the
senses of tho Oriental, draws more converts than other furms of Christianity,
and this is aided considerably by the different manner in which her missions
are conducted.

Tho Roman Catholic Church. on Ler Foreign Missions, has not at her
disposal the vast sutus contributed by Exeter Hall and tho various Protestant
Societies, towards Christianizing the Lastern nations.  And a pity it is to mo
80 tnuch money should go abread, for have we not tho heathen and savage in
our midst, who neced the missionary as much as the mild Hindoo or our
friand the vivacious Burman.

At the Artillery station, where 1 passed four pleasant years, near Madras,
thero lived a venualle Trish priest, named Furde, who had spent forty
years of his life in Indiy, without once visiting his nalive country. As
chaplain to the troups, he drow a salary of sumo 300 rupecs a month, about
tho equivalent of a subaltern’s pay, and just sufficient fur a Europeas iw live
decently upon with cconomy. Out of his 300 rupees, Father Forde was
allowed 70 by his Thstiop, the balance guing to support other missionaries in
the diveese.  Mi siunaries living, some of them out in the jungle, clothed,
fed, and hcused like the natives, sharing with them all the privations and
migeries of their vxistonee. Is it to be wondered at that such men mako
converls ?

Anather instance. At the Jesuit School of Vanguard, in Paris, lately
closed by order of Gambettr and his su-called liberal crew. wo had as teacher,
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soldier. A fine, handsomo, nnd lnrgu-homod follow hio wes, whoso brains
would havo commanded n high position in the world, whose eloquonce would
havoe adorned tho pulpits of Notro Dame or St. Ronqte, fit compéro of Poros
Folix and Ravignan, a prodigy in fact, in our boyish eyes. Wu all looked
forward to a brilliant carcor for him in the church. A few ycaw ago, paesing
thiough Shanghai, on my way homo frem India, I visited thoe Jesuit Collego
and Observatory in theco parts.  Tho Josuits have been muny years estdb-
liehed in China ns astronomers, ‘To my surprise and delight, I found that
my old friend and teacher, P——d, wns in tho neighborhood. You will
oxpect to hear, porhaps, that he was a professor in tho collegs, a ¢ shining
light! in tho obsorvatory, at luast a teacher in the native sshool. Not at all.
With shayen-head and plaited pig-tail, clad in the thick cotton hose and silk
jacke tho Chinaman, ho was laboring some hundred wiles away, in the
,d!ving as o nativo amongst the natives, far from all intercourse with

Jeutbheage; his lifo in his hand, and not knowing the momeont ho would
hava'to gay forfoit with it, for his zeal aud his audacity in the cause of his
muster.  Now, that is whoat I call o wissionaty. Not that the Catholic
Church has a monopoly of such heroes.  On the roturn voyage from Burmah to
Ludia, wo picked up at Masulipatam, a Protestant Missionary, with a wifo’
aud children, Ho was in tho last stage of diseaso, hoctic and hollow-
checked, used up by fover and dysentery, and hard work in tho Burines
swampe, for you can call them nothing better. I becamo acquainted with
him, and tried to serve him professionally, though he too. knew something
of medicine, most of these men do, and it contributes to their success, such
a8 it i3, with tho natives. I found ho had como from Nova Scotia, sent out
by the Society, Ie told mo of all tho hard work and privations he had
gone through, the outcomo of which would soon be an obscure grave in
India. But ho was patient nad uncomplaining ; and the only thing I heard
him lony for, was the tasto of a good Annapolis applo. He thought it
would do him good. Poor follow, I beliovo he died shortly after. T

{ To be continned.)
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T NORTH-WEST INDIANS.
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I'he ludian poblem in the North-West appeais to ho now presonting
itsolf in an aspect somewhat different from that of the past. The influx of
population,and thespanning of the great streteh of wild domain,from the Lakes
to the Rockies, by the C.P.1., and its projected feadors has thrown us into the
very midst ¢f a race who have always considored thomselves (and rightfully
too) the owners of tho soil, and freo to roam hundreds and thousands of
miles without olestation, with no rostraining hand to check their going and
coming, but the over-powering forces of nature.

Tho Hudson Bay Co. were hailed by the Indians at first with suspicion,
but afterwards with feclings of delight, when thoy saw what great advan-
tages of trading theso pionoers hold out to thom, more especially when the
new comers conformed somewhat to their mode of living and intormarried with
them. It iz only sinco tho land has been taken out of the Company's hands,
and civilization has mado its stride westwardly, that wo hear of any trouble
of importance springing up; and it is rathor curious to think what would
have been the futuro of these peoplo if the Company held possession through
all time, ay in the days of old. Extinction of somo kind would bave beon
the outcome, cither a gradual dying out through discase and a diminution in
tho birth-rate, or absorption, probably a combination of both. It is aston-
ishing tv noto the progress that this absorption proccss has already mada in
the land ; and we note as wmany varieties of misxed blood here as in the West
Indics. Evon somo of the best families throughout the country havo a tinge
of savage blood cuwising through their veins, much to their credit, ov rather
aain, for when removed to the side of the white, it seoms to give a yuicken-
ing and eoxccutive forco to tho intellectual facultics. \When not so far
removed, the wost marked traits of each seom to come prominently forward.

Tho Metis or half-breed always stood between the two races in timo of
necessity, and always will; aud it is through their influenco alone in the
future, that wo will have to dopend on our continued friendliness with tho
Indians. [t is diflicult fo stato how many moro cases of bloodshed we would
have chrouicled, if they had stood silently by in thq last rebellion. Messrs.
Towanlock aud Delaney, with others, no doubt, owe their lives to this sym-
pathy of blood.

The Hudson Bay Compauy's officials are seldom molostad or injured in
any way when trouble occurs, for the simple roason that the Indisns have
received so many favors from the Company, aro trustad with goods on credit,
ta bo returned in tho shapo of furs, etc.; and from a long intercourse,
thoroughly understood cach other, and thoir freedom is not interfered with,
In fact, to agreat extent, they have buon troated as children, which has
gpoiled them for tho more rigid and exacting treatiment thoy are now receiv-
ing. Though most of theso officinls are Scotch, and naturally stern, it would
be diflicult lv find sny amongst thetn who are in anyway harsh or oxacting.

The buffulo and the rod man seom curiously related in thoir past and
present history. Both have had their ordained period of existenca, and tho
curtain is now falling sadly over this dissolving scono of the immutable law
of tho survival of tho fittest. Oue of tho prominent actors has alroady
almost disappeared. Last yoar, a small herd of buffalo were roansing in the
valley of Missouri. LThey have beon exterminated ; and the ouly remnant
left, ace a fow individuals in tho vicinity of the Penitentiary, ut Stonoy
Mountain, about 28 miles from Winnipeg, closolv watched and protected ;
whilst within the walls of the samo building, a common prisoner, is one of
the finest specimens of the type of a North Amorican Indian, Chief Pound:

maker. Doth dependent upon tho freo will of & new comer for iheir

when I was a studont, a young priest, named P~——d, who had been a |oxistenco. Curious fated change of circumstanco, indoed.




