
THlE CAiNADIAN INDE ENDENT.

froni those consequences. Ail sin results in More
or less injury to those wvho commit it. This in-

jury cornes first as a natural consequence, just as
bodily injury would iiaturally corne to a man if hie
shiot himiself, or wvas shot by another. 1le 1-ight
be fatally injured ; nothing but a miracle could
save hiin froin dying, or restore itu to life after-
wvard, and such a miracle God would itot now
deemn it wvise to work.

So sinl inay be coiniiitted to suchi au extent that
îîot only spiritual dîsease but spiritual death also
shall be the inatu rai and certain consequence-
such a death that those who are the subjects of it
become Ilpast feeling," so expressed by th~e Apos-
tic in Ephi. IV. : 18.

Aud then it wvould seetui that God cannot, wise-
ly interpose to restore thieni to spiritual life, any
more than He eau interpose to, restore a dead man
to, bodily life ; and if lUe did He wvould have to
put forth greater power on beliaif of the dead soul
than lie would on behaîf of the dead body. And
yet God does work miracles of grace to save sin-
ners froin falling into this spiritual deatli ; like as
if Rie had rniraeculously interposed to save Oi,rfleld
fromi dying, as the natural consequenct. of' eing
shot by the assassin Guiteau.

Poor Garfield, however, liad no suchi revelation
frorn the Lord. liTe wvas not told to look to Jesus
to save imi frorn bo dy~eath as the result of be-
ing soeven hy an enerny. Nor :ii these days
do wve ex'pect the Lord to interpose in that w,ý.Y ini
any case. For' special reasons He soinetinies did
work inirp.cles on behaif of the bodies of mcn in
the days of Judaisnîi and in the early days of
4 Jhristianity, but there is not the saine need for
such miracles now.

In the Gospel, however, are not pooî' sinners,
great sinnters-men far gone in spiritual disease-
told to repent and look to Jesus as the physician
of the soul, able and willing to, heal and save al
who are willing to be healed arid saved by Him
And that, even though they are in suchi a condi-
tion of spiritual disease thati that itself is some-
tirnes called -' death " (because, apart f roui divine
influence, sinners will have no more (lesires towards
God and spiritual things thian if they ;vere dead);
and so they are described as dead, even before they
become Ilpast feeling," in spite of such divine iii-
fluence. But they are not so dead as not to be

rebponbible before Crod for thoir inditlerence. Iu-
dee.d they net;er heconie so dead as that, for even
wheu they becorne Ilpast feeling " stili they are de-
sei'ibed as Ilgiving thernselves over unto Iicentious-
ness, to, work ail uncleanuess with gr-eediu)ess."

But before they go so far, it is possible that un-
der the gracious quickeniiîg of theît Hfoly Spirit
they înay be brought to have, at leust, soute desire
for spiritual life and health ,and perhaps be led
-as znany are-to accept God's salvation, and so
experience C rist's saving powel. At the sane
tiiie there are niany 'vho are onily Ilalinost per-
suaded ;"or, like Felix, say, " Go thy wvay for
this tinie; whien 1 have a more convenient season
I will call for tlîee."

IUntil by the gracious convicting power of tic
Holy Spirit simn-r -are broughit to realize their
true condition and earnestly desire spiritual life,
they are iii a worse condition, spiritually, than the
Lsraelites were iii boclily, when they w'ere bitten
by the fiery serpents iii the wîlderness. That was
sure death, certain and sudden, SQ flar as anything
they could theinselves do. Stili they were nîot iii-
different about it. They were ail iuîost anxious to
lire and ail did live wvho (while yet in a sick and
dying condition) accepted the wvay of life, mnade
known to themn bv the Lord througi 'Moses. God
wroughit a miracle of bodily healing iii theji case,
SQ that they were saved fromi the niatu rai, conse-
quences of the bite of the flery serpents ; and, no
doubt, lie dici it in connection with the act of faith
on their part., -as soniethincg whichi iighflt be used
as an illustration of the way Nwe are to receive the
miraculous regenerating power of the I-Ioly Ghost
in connection -with looking untx) Jesus. Hence,
the words of Jesus to N.icodejinuus, "lAs Moses
Iifted up the serpent in the xilderness, even so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whosoever
believeth en Juini slîould not perishi but hiave ever-
lastingy hfe."

But observe that in thus Leing saved throughi
faith in Jesus, we are saved not only f roni f urther
spiritual diseaýse, and consequent death, or the cal-
bous hardening of our' souls in sin, but also froni
that whichi is spoken of (in Revelation) as the
"lSecond Death ;" whichi death inay be calied the

jikdicicd coni,,'quenzce of sim, and that because it is
to, corne upon tlîeffinallyirrnpenitent and unbelieving.

A man's becoming a drunkard is the natu rai


