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tion, faith, prayer, benevolence, and efforts to save | been, until a very recent period, even if we grant the
souls,” also, *just in so fav as it is the attitude of hee | Droall that he ean rightfully elaim on the subjeet.
lievers, it yields the saune frnits now.” . Finally, let it not be supposed that the main dif-
On this passage T would remark: ferenee between Dr. Goodwin and the consensus of
1. That for 180D years. as a matter of fact, Christ’s ! Christians generally is about the searness or disteiee of
personal seeond coming was not “immnnent”™ inoany | Christ’s seeond  coming. 1t is not. It is a quustion

proper senze of the tevn, of the natare of his coming: whether lie is to set up a
2. 1 the early Christians believed it to be “mmi- | vigille material kingdom with a royal cowrt at Jerusa-
ent,” they were under the influence of a defusion, i len, to supereede the spivitual and inward, by the ex-

3. Dr. Bushnell held that a pictorial. but unveal ! ternally marvellous: to veign personally here on the
atonewent, had moral power to make wankind holy, fearth a thousand years: or whether the gospel is to go
sud Dr. Goodwin here asserts that an erroncons and (on gradually subduing mankind to its sway, until “the
mistaken view of Clivist’s personal coming has been for | peuple shall he all vighteous.™  Let it not be supposed
at least 1800 years a marvellously sanetifying infln-; that the difference between these theories is unimpor-
enee. ctant and vl Preswillennianisin is a school of

4. Tuaninence” is aovague tering but it has havdly Seripture mterpretations it affects some of the most vi-
been appheable to the major portion of the 86 years of tal articles of the Christian faith, tinges the entire
the present century, For example, you can hardly theology of those who hold ity pervades the whole
say an event is “imminemt,” which will not actually i religious character and experieney, wnd eacrtsa wighty
"influence on the various forms of Chureh work, It de-

3. The Chstian world at large while believing that “cl"ffs' toa large extent. the feeling “we are the peo-
its Lovd wil wtiaately come in person, does not accept ]'h_:' W re-acts “"m\.“mm‘y on the wissionary enter-
the position that “the return is inmnent . and may oc. | prise, for why spend time and means on what wust
cur at any day or hour.”  Was Christ's tiest advent | Prove an ultimate failure. That all who hald this
“tanminent” in the days of Abpaham, Moses, Job, } view age not ‘!‘“S affected by it, is unly ol ot many
Davul, Ismahi 2 Might that event have occurred *at: illustrations of such well-known and pleasing facts as
any day or honr 27 LNu. it st anait “the fulluess of | that goad people often ignore their creeds,  that their
the twes, © Many preliminary events taok precedence ’wﬂs_ are hetter thm.] tlu-ir. heads. and - that they are
of Christ’s birth i Bethlehenr, and were plainly pre. | Sometimes blessedly inconsistent.
dicted in that relation 1oit. So there are many things Guewrn. ¢
yet to happen before Christ's sceond advent.  They
will tahe time, we know not how much, but though OUR OLD COUNTRY LETTER.

happen for {fty years,

every revolution of the earth on itsanis brings the glad |

. . . My Deawr Frizap. A burden has been on my soul
event nearer, and the whole churelh wistfully sings:

i for months, until I could almost plead guilty of negli

“How long dear Saviour, ok © how long { gence. Along season of necessary restraint from all extra

. Shall that bricht hour delay £  toil has 1 ho}w hoen ended; and beautiful has been its

Fly swifter round, ye wheels of tine, i ending amid some scenes that you would have gladly

And bring the weleome day” shared. I owe you a tale of Colonial Missionary do-

evidently *“the cud 1< not yer.” {ings in the Home Land; and although the dates go

6. Dr. Goodwin would not teach the “imminuncc“;lmck to May, vet you will forgive me; for in the first
of Christ’s second coming. did he not hold the theory place 1 have nor seen in your pages, or have overlook-
that it is to precede the millennium. Suppose he is, ed. any account of these May events,and in the second
right. It still follows that if the early Christians held | place the pieasant and promising sequel of the May
his view, they were wrong.,  Did error exert a sancti- | events rans on unfolding in interest even to this hour.
fying power over them, or was there some other sense | May it long unfold more blessing for the Canadian
in which the phrase the “eoming of the Lord” w:\s_Chl“‘Cht‘& For, in brief, Dr. Wilkes' jubilee visi® to
used by thew. a sense in which the phrase wus true ! the Colonial society’s meeting may prove a gulden
then, and thereafter; is true now, and always?! ‘The | epoch to the Society and to thoese Colonial churches
onus probandi rests on Dr. Goodwin, It is truth that which rightly cry for aid.
sanctifies.  Now what truth was it in regard to Christ,’si Now, wvot every Congregational pastor or teacher
coming that had the seal of the Holy Spirit in ancient | finds his way to the May Union meetings. No, indeed,
days and has it yet’ It could not be that the coming| for many are sv independent in their theory and prac-
was “jumminent” for that was not truth. nor has it|tice that the world-famed Congregational Union ot



