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chiid. And here we corne into the pre-
senve of a great secret of the blessedness
of heaven. Looking to one aspect of
God we have iearned to spe.ak of nim as
the Ancient of Dàys ; but there is an
aspect as reai which justifies us in think-
ing of Him as the Eternai Youth. The
liec of' heaven is a lif'e of eteriiai youth.
There is neither age nor decay in the 1if
which God ieads, but a fresh-springing
flow of the strength and joyousness of
youth. And such wilI be the lîfe of HiS
children in the world to corne. Many a
time, no doubt, the Lord repeated among
nis disciples the wvords of Psalm ciii.,
"Thy youth is renewed ns the eagles,

where the g'ad strength and upsoaring
power of' the eagle are used to set forth
this very fact. But He bringys it in the
most explicit way into His teaching a;s
weil. Those passages where He con)-
mends the spirit of childhood and advan-
ces its life as the type of the 111e to which
knowiedg-e of God and entrance into the
kingdom 0are promised, are pro?,hecies, as
much as illustrations. Heaven is open-
ed to us in the lité, trust, innocence and
jéy of children. Il<Such is the kingdom
of heaven." It is in one aspect the cen-
fr.ai fact concerning the life of heaven.
Its freshness, newness, spontaneousne-,
springing up as water in a living spring
does, lifting up its face to the Father for
its supplies: ail these are included in its
youthftuiness. It is life strong with the
strèngth of' youth, 'f'ee from care and
'without the root from which care springs ;
hife to which ail th,*ngs are new, which
sees itself at every step in a new wonder-
Iàn6, *hich takes no auxious thought for
the mqrrow, which enjoys the present
bMcause the preâent is set for it in the
ightdf Gô&. Tit is a 111e that does hot
gff id, thât is incorruptible, that abides
fWrever. Oui' present life advances by
ivible niàrches dver aill powers of

our being to deeay, te deatb. Every-
t#ing is at la«t toucfrid by the spciiler.
Moths Waste ; thieves hreak in ana steai.
Èut ihe life of heaven- of which a

Cl)ild s is the type-advances Rver te
more perfect fortns of' the youth, strength,
and joyousness of God.

V.
The joy of eternai youth ! The secret

of this part of our hope is the tact that
the life we are to inherit in heaven is the
life of our Father who is in heaven. It
is hife our Lord invites us to iii the gospel:
and it is at hast into life those who accept

our Lord calis it. This is flot immortal-
ity only, although we often, by putting a
narrowv meaning, io the words, thiink of
it as thiat. Lt is the Iif'e we know of ns
salvation. Thîis occupies a great place in
the Lord's teaching, and underlies what
He offers to us undçr the symbols of uis
flesli and blood and bread and ivater and
light. Lt is life. Lt is the life which has,
the open vision, which secs the kingdoim,
which hias the opening word, wbich can
enter fite the kingdom, the Divine pass.
word at the lines between earth and
heaven. And it is the life of God: the
111e ne poured out into Christ for us ; the
lufe which the Son brought near to us
and made over to us; the iif'e which car-
ried Hirn through ail His triais and into
His conquests ; the life which the mira-
cles expressed, which gave forth the
parabies, wlaiel uttered wondrous words
of invitation, whichi went near to outcasts,
which had felhowship with the Father in
joys of service, in agonies of prayer, whose
home was God and which Christ carried
with Hlm when ne returned to hat home.

It is the very hife which God liv
which He had always lived, which ne
will aiways iive-the eternal hile. Let
us flot be surprised that we find it diMcul
1o apprehend the eternity of' this 11f
Eternity is flot a subjeet of whieh it
easy te think. We are on a very nar r e
line of the track when we are trùyingt
conceive of it as mere prolongatiokn
time, dur?ýion without end. Durati.
ne doubf lies somewhere in the tez t
of it -but oahy as a single thres.d.
ginnin-7 and eriding are ideas foreign
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