
the Board for this vear will ho similar to the past, endeavoring to find ministers for
vacant charges. Hierein it is that our circunîistances are at tii moment perplexiingi
A glance lit the records 0f our Church witbin the last foiv years will show that %%-
have flot had so much difliculty iii gctting niiiiisters to corne to the field, as in keepitig
themn. There has scardLelv been a year in wbich we bave flot had a number sent out
from Scotland. But as regularly as these men have corne, a corrcsponding number
has deparîcîl. If this bas been an evil in the past, il; will ho a niuch gi-cater in the
future, unlcss provision ls made a.gaiflt it. Our counltry is c1ianging, the expense nt
living is inereasinz, the labours are becomingl greater, ani vet our ministers have bail
no inercase of salary. They are not going to ask the people for sud>i an increase as
altered circumastances dlcnîanid, but, %%-len thcv cannot live in a way iblat is l)ecoming
tio them, and mecî the payment of expenses, and at the saine time inakie sonie provi-
sion for those who may be depcnding on them, the 'y will ho compêlled to go wbcere
îhey cani (Io better for theniselves and families. For this ruason it is the feeling of the
iBoard that soncîthing should be <lone witb the object of incrvasing salaries in propor-
tion to the increase off living in the country. Iîîdeed the usual salary should be $1o
pur anntîm, this higan increasc of S270. There are some congiegations wbiclb
rould and sbould do tItis without being 8uppleînented. There are others, howcvcr,
fromn whom sucb a large increase cuuld flot bu extpected. This increase wve canuîît
hiope to nake up by our owîî efforts. Thîe greatest pressure bas been hrouglit ons
Presbvterics and congregations by the Bard, and, as there tire s0 many who %vill not
dIo their part, there is little hope tîtat, with our prescrnt number of churches, our gels-
eral Home Mission Fund will he largelv inercîsed. It is suggested to Syaiod that
1resbyîeries should be enJoined to visit tliose congregations in which the salary is- be-
low SbOOO, and urge thein, il possible, to miake up this saill. WVbere thcy caninot do
so, there sbould he a -rant fri-on the Synoîl's llo-ne, Mission or the Colonial Coisnîitce.
In> connection with tlîis grant, it is the opinion of the B3oard that it should bu in no
case a sum larger tian the invrease by the congregation, and that even then lifter two
years it should dimirîisb annually at least $20.

Part of last year's report was devoted to sbowiag that the reason why we did flot
extend as a Church, was liecause-not having a Divinity Ilall-we hiad no catechisrs
to break up new ground and occupy smnafl stations. The Color. il Coniiinittec ex-
tracted this part, sonf embodied it in ils report to the General Assa nblv this year, pro-
bably as containing views worthy uf tbe consiieration of the Colo <laIl Churches gene-
rally. Our hbsory for the past year bas fai-ther tcsted and confirm ýA the correctrness of
those views. rhle flrst catechist employed by this Board was Mr. Ge ). L. Gordon, stnt us
hy the Coloikl Coninte îwo Vears ago, with the object of laborli g in Cape Breton in
stimmer, amid studyi ng in D)a louse Cullege in wi nter. The exper;a.ent succeded s0 îeil
that last veir the'Bo'ard emplovcd anotbier Arn Studlent acqwhnted wiîls Goeie, to
labor as <iatechist also iii Cape *Breton. Botk succeeded so well that flot onîy have
tlîey been re-engaged this surmmner, bvu, the Hlalifax Presbytery bas cngaged twuothcrs
wbo are dloin-excellent work ini suatious not yel able tosupport il ibse.s, and for which,
even were îhey aide, ue have no ininisters. These four students draw fron the fur.ds
of the Board only $2)50 in al, and they are as well adapred for thu fields in whicbi
thev lahor as licentiates. WNhat, hoivever, cans show how anonialons otîr present po--
lion is, more thon the fart that in aIl probhility we shahl hose the services of these ver.-
moen whcn îbey wouhd bu Inost useful, nanmely, during their divinitv course! and los-
in- thecm then, we niay lose îbem altoguther. It is during a student's divinity cour.,e
that ho is most likehv to offer bimself as a catechist; and, building up in that periît
îwo or thrc stations mbt a congreg.ation, liu gets attached to the people, wbihe, aI the
saine time, lie is traitiin-, himself for his life-work by that experiuneotal, practical
training, %vhich ail other professions recognize the value of.

The collections during the past year have increased, but, as usual, manv concre-
gaLions bave disoheyed the injulietions of Synotl. Fourteen madle no collection for the
Svnod's Home Mission, and twentv made none for l>reshylery Hlome.Nlisions. Coin-
lient i. Unnecessarv. Lests ba" been drawn fromr the Colonial Committee than ever
before.

Trhe amount cohlected by us, great as it is in comparison with wbat was given a
few vears a go, by nu nieans*rcepre3cnts tlie ruaI progress of tbe Churcb in self-sustenta-
tion. To ascerlain that, we must add to our S2616, the -great part of 850100 wve drcw
thon from the Colonial CommiîwLe over and above wbat we now draw. That large
stini was either nasted from defective organization, or givcn 10 supplement congre.
grations that are nov self-supporting, andl whoqe collections, while a pearing as tens of
dollars, are really the bundreds savcd to uie Colonial Cornmittce. TI'us, Georgetown,


