7

the Board for this vear will be similar to the past, endeavoring to find ministers for
vacant charges. Herein it is that our circumstances are at this moment perplexing
A glance at the records of our Church within the last few years will show that we
have not had so much difticulty in getting ministers to come to the field, as in keeping
them. There has scarcely becn a year in which we have not had a number sent out
from Scotland. But as regularly as these men have come, a corresponding number
has departed. If this has been an evil in the past, it will be a much greater in the
future, unless provision is made against it. Our country is changing, the expense ot
living is increasing, the labours are becoming greater, and yet our ministers have had
no increase of salary. They are not going to ask the people for such an increase as
altered circumstances demand, but, when they cannot live in a way that is becoming
w them, and mect the payment of expenscs, and at the same time make some provi-
sion for those who may be depending on them, they will be compelled to o where
they can do better for themselves and families. For this reason it is the feeling of the
Board that something should be done with the object of increasing salaries in propor-
tion to the increase of living in the country. Indeed the usual salary should be $lvvv
per annum, this heing an increase of $270. There are some congregzations which
could and should do this without being supplemented. There are others, however,
from whom such a large increase could not be expected. This increase we cannot
hope to make up by our own efforts. The greatest pressure has been brought on
Preshyteries and congregations by the Board, and, as there gre so many who will not
do their part, there is little hope that, with our present number of churches, our gen-
eral Home Mission Fund will be larpely inercased. Itis sugpested to Synod that
Presbyterics should be enjoined to visit those congregations in which the salary is be-
low 31000, and urge them, it possible, to make up this sum. W here they cannot do
80, there should be a grant from the Synod’s Home Mission or the Colonial Committee.
In connection with this grant, it is the opinion of the Board that it should be in no
case a sum larger tlian the increase by the cungregation, and that even then after two
years it should diminish annually at least $20.

Part of last year’s report was devoted to showing that the reason why we did not
extend as a Church, was hecause—not having & Divinity Hall—we had no catechists
to hreak up new ground and occupy small stations. The Color.il Committee ex-
tracted this part, and embodied it 1n its report to the General Ass: nbly this year, pro-
hably as containing views worthy of the consideration of the Colo iial Churches gepe-
rally. Our history for the past year has further tested and contirm :d the correctness of
those views. The first catechist employed by this Board was Mr. Ge ». L. Gordon, seat us
by the Colonial Committee 1wo years agro, with the object of luborir g in Cape Breton in
summer, and studying in Dalhouse College wn winter. Theexperi:nent succeeded so well
that last vear the Board employed another Arte Student acquninted with Gulie, to
labor as Catechist also in Cape ‘Breton. Both succeeded so well that not only have
they been re-engaged this summer, brs the Halifax Presbytery has engaged twoothers
who are doing excellent work in statious not yet able to support ministers, aud for which,
even were they able, we have no msinisters.  These four students draw from the furds
of the Board only $230 in all, and they are as well adapted for the ficlds in which
they labor as licentiates.  What, however, can show how anomalous our present po-i-
tion is, inore than the fact that in all probability we shall lose the services of these very
men when they would be most useful, namely, daring their divinity coarse ? and los-
ing them then, we may lose them altogether. It is during a student’s divinity course
that he is most likely to offer himsclf as a catechist ; and, building up in that period
two or three stations into a congregation, he gets attached to the people, while, at the
same time, he is traiuing himselt for his life-work by that experinental, practical
training, which all other professions recognize the valae of.

The collections during the past year have increased, but, as usual, many congre-
srations have disoheyed the injunctions of Synod. Fourteen made no collection for the
Synod’s Home Mission, and twenty made none for Preshytery Home Missions. Com-
;::_nt iv unnccessary. Less has been drawn from the Colonial Committee than cver

ore.

‘The amount collected by us, great as it is in comparison with what was given a
few years ago, by no meaus represents the real progress of the Church in self-sustenta-
tion. To ascertain that, we must add to our 32616, the -great part of 85100 we drew
then from the Colonial Committee over and above what we now draw. That large
sum was either wasted from defective organization, or given to supplement congre-
wations that are now sclf:supporting, and whose collections, while appearing as tens of
Adollars, are really the hundreds saved to the Colonial Committee. Thus, Georgetown,



