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IN NOVA SCUTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

Btanding all that has been said pro and con
on the subject, it appears that the question
18 just as far from being settled as ever,
*oud men have differed, and good wen will
iffer ; and there is no department in which
80od men have differed more widely than in
their interpretation of some passages of Serip-
ture ; and we cannot help thicking but that,
U the arguments for and against the use of
Ustrumerntal music had been taken up, not
“’pnn scripture grounds, but on the ground
O expediency, a more satisfactory solution
Wight have been arrived at. The difficulty
12 dealing with the scriptural argument arises
from the fact that the Apostolic Church was
& persecuted and an unsettled one. Nowhere
Was the Chureh coneolidated into what we
Understand by * fixed congregations,”—a few
re, and a few there, worshipping, some-
limes in the Jews’ synagogue, and at other
limes in private houses. There is neither
Precept nor example left us on record by
which to determins the mode in which public
Yorship has been conducted; and we are
herefore left in total ignorance of how much
9the ancient ritual was incerporated with
® new. We know the Psalms of David
“ere put to musie, and sang with the voice
3companied by instruments in the temple
Morship ; and we know, also, that Paul en-
Joins the singing of ¢ psalms and hymns and
$iritual songs,” as a christian duty, at all
S¥ents in their privale devotions ; but there
 nothing distinetly suid, in the New Testa-
Went, of the manner of conducting praises in
Public worship, It is only by inference, and
fom the nature of things, that our authority
" derived for the use of any sort of musi in
Public worship—and let it be remembered
8L this inference is mainly drawn from the
2ncient Jewish worship—and as the New
®8lament is silent on the mode in which
Dublic praises were condusted in the early
tistian Church, we need not be surprised
nd many of the Evangelical Churches
%Pying much afier the pattern of the Temple
orship. Not only the Episcopal Churches,
U algo the plain and modest Metbodists
i aptists, and many Presbyterians, have
rodueed instrumental music into the ser-
tac ! Of the sanctuary ; and those who con-
for the symbolical nature of the temple
Tship, are certainly bound, we think, to
.y"'» Wwhat it was that the temple praises did
,.ﬂ?"hze.‘ Prayer and praise are the natu-
ung Teathings of the redeemed soul, as well
ande." the old as under the new dispensation,
car ':' ever will be so until the redeemed on
deel shall join the holy tompany of the re-
enied in heaven, whose occupation, as it is
p,“’l?*'ented to us, is to be “singing the
*s“r“” of the Lamb upon golden harps.”
\xriey It can be no great departure from
te ¢t orthodoxy 1o use an instrument in the
wep ble on earth, which the Holy-Spirit repre. !
ting employed in the Heavenly :
Tt will be seid that 1ke repsesenta. |
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tion in the Apocalypse is to be understood
figuratively—and so we do understand it. But
suppose we take it literally : whatthen? We
do not know. Neither do you! The accom-
paniment of instruments with the human
voice adds not to the spiritualily of the
praise. No one contends that it does. Nei-
ther does the accompanimert of bass or tenor.
The spirituality of the praises depends upon
a power altogether extraneous to and beyond
human effort; nevertheless, who will deny
the power of sweet and solemn melody in
soothing down the rough asperities of the
human spirit? Yet, to say that the use of
instrumental music in the praises of the
sanctuary is founded on equal authority with
the institution of the Sabbath, were surely a
great error.  The institution of the Sabbath
is embodied in the moral Jaw—has all the
sanclion of the ancient ritual, and pervades
the whole spirit ot the new dispensation.
Nor do we think it less erroneous to assert
that polygamy has equal sanction from serip-
ture that instrumental music has. Those
who say this must first prove that the Psalms
of David are entitled to no authority in such
matters. Polygamy was only a folerated
evil under the olq dispensation; it has not
the sanction of a single precept in the Old
Testament, and it is utterly repudiated in the
New; while the use of instrumental music,
on the other hand (unless we ignore the
Book of Psalms as an inspired bock), in
public worship, is commanded over and over :
and we have a right to assume, until the
contrary be n:ade to appear, that it was also
used in the early Christian Church. Those
who say otherwise are bound to shew the
prokibitory statute. )

. The ery raised about *innovations,” al-
though a very formlduble and portentious
word, is, nevertheless, to our mind, a very
senseless cry.  Changes have been insensibly
creeping into our mode of public worship.
Choir siaging, in the sense in which the word
is being now applied, is an innovation on the
old-fashioned precentor and the single air.
To many Gaelic congregations, some time
ago, choir singing would b an intolerable
abomination ; and then, there is the innova-
tion on the ancient and solemn manner of
administering the ordinance of the “ Lord’s
Supper.” The decently covered table, with "
its decorous furnishings, has disappeared
fram many of our congregations, and now the
sacred elements are served mueh in the same
way that coffee or tea is served at our
fashionable soirees, In some other congre-
gations, the people attend church in the
forenoon of the communien Sahbath, go home
for their dinners or for anything else they gee
fit, and come out in the afternoon to partake of
the consecrated elements, And what do you
say of the disuse of the grand old Scoriish
version of the Psalms of David in our public
worship, and substituting the light ang ¢y.
perficiul sohgs of Watts in their place ?




