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PURATIGX 0F TYE DOM1INION PARLIAMENT AND

THE IVAR.

SusýENsio,,No ALTERATIoN OF THV .NA ýT

Amunrorable aitd initeresting evcnt took place at Ottawa
on1 the 8th tilt., w-hen the I>arliament of the Dominion of ('ai-
ada asked the Ixuiperial authorities to cxtend the life of the pre-
sent l>arliamnm for one vear to avoid the nccessity of a genèral
eleetion during the pr.ýseîît ivar. The resolution *%as prescnted
to the Hlouse of Commons by the Premier, Sir Robert Borden,i. and w-as carrieil ivithout a di,,enting voice.

The occasion w-as flot only memorabie and ir.teresting ini it-
helf, but additionally so as there arc said to Le only two prece-
lents for the extension of a IParlianienitar terni. The first w-as
the Septeunnal Act of 1716. By the Imperial Aet of 1694. the
duration of the British l>arliamcnt w-as linuite<l to three years.ý
anfd iinvolved thre extensioun of the Parliamnenta rv terins front threr
to sevun yearsN. As mtated by' Sir Robert Borden. the constitu-
ti(iuiality. of that A(-t w-as questioned, but had been uphfleld on the
gr<>uld that it w-as lu the publie interest of the State. The

Sse( ind and] onix- other prieeent was that offcrv<1 hy the legis.
littion pastied 1) the i3ritish Parliarnent reeutit- in view of
the gveat w-ar ilow unl progress.

The (Ntension now asked of the presit Ilouse of ('onmons
Nvas bo lengthý!i the life of this Parliainent to Oetober llth,
1917. It was also explained by the Premier that the Dominion
rn'uilniiietit had to depend upon the Imperial Parliament !or
this extension. The resolution was, therefore. a requcst to the
sainle body that gtave effect to the British North Ainerieri Art.
Sir Pobert eoineluded as follows:


