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doubtless %vent far to win the verdict of guilty. The general introduction of such
exchibitions and performance-; in court would certainly be edifying and have the
effect of keeping the jurors awake.

To a nîind saturated with poes3', the word -"minstrelsy " brings up notions of
the iminstrel infirm and old, his witherqd cheek and tresses gray, one who liad
known a better dav (like Noah before he wvent into the ark). the harp, and the
orphan boy staggering ft!reunider. It and the phrase, - entertaitimrent of the
stage," were thoroughh' discussed by the Court of Appeals in New York, Some
five years ago, in an action brought by the mayor and counicil of New York city
against E den MNusee Anierican Co. (102 N.Y. 593). The defendants maintaini
an exhibition of wax-works, " not fuîîny, but cain and classical." and, charmned
te -as of ail beholders w'ith the entrancing strains produced by thie bandi of
instrumental mîiarsknovvn as "Prince Lichstenstein's Hungariani Gypsy

* I3nd,"which gave concerts in a roarn or alcave apeniung into but above a large
hall. The inayor wanted the cornpany to take out a license, withant \which it
is unilawftil ''to exhibit ta the public ini any- building, garden or grounids, concert-
ravin or ather roorii in New York city, any interlude, tragedy, comedy, opera,
ballet, play, farce, ininstrelsv, or anx' other entertainiment on the stage, etc., etc.,''
alleging that the mnusic fuirnistied ,Nas ''îisrv'l'liec courisel engaged
hurled an immense ainounit of learning, antiquarian, legal, poctic, and dictioniar-
etic, an the subject of minstrels and minstrelsv, at the court ; the judges dodged
it and did iat decide the question of maili interest ta ns, 1' \hat is inistrelsy 'ï
but, saving that the word lias a muiicli %vider rneaning ri10W than .ldays of aid.
field that the performance in quiestion was '"anl entertainmnrt of the stage,"'
and that a license mnust be obtaînied.

We readilv pass fram inrstrelsv ta bards. According ta the aid W7elsh laws,
"the bard of the honsehold "was a mi of considerable importance, ni mre
musicMIanbt, as Herr Kiesiner said. - bie heiped ta tile the nation and inake
the age as inch as any other public nian; he connted hirnself an level benches
wi'tfi logislators" although 1w' stattute bis harp wvas anly wortb six score pence
and bis timing key tw~enty-fanî pence. He was the cîglith of the fourteeti in-
dividujals etititled ta sit tipon ch'Àirs ini the palace of the king. He had his land
fvee, and bis haorse :his linon clathing had ta be suppiied bv the queen, and bis
%voollen garruients by her ro 'yal consort. He sat next ta the chief of the bouse.
hold at the three principal feasts, and that ftinctianary had ta baud himn bis
barp. \Vhen singing was in arder, the clîaired bard had ta begin, and the law
prescrîb)ed that bis first sang sliould be onc~ af pisetaGdthscodncf

praise ta thc king who owned the palace wlîere the hig-h revels were being held
but if thore wvere no sucli inionarch, thon any king inighit be glorified. Alter this

performance, the bard of the ho;îschold had ta sin- thrco sangs aon variaus sub-
jects. If the quicen desired nielodv the bard of the honu ol had ta sing ta ber
Nvitliont limuitat ion, but (forttnnately for the nani-riusical) in a lOWv vaice, so that
the liall x-niglit iiot bc distnrbed bv' hini 'e. C., 13.l-, C. 14). \Vben he entered

LIpon his duties lie had a harp fri the kinig and a gold ring froni the queen, and
it was against the law~ for him ta part with bis harp (Dirn. C., B.I., c. 18). The
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