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It is thus apparent that the knowvledge affordcd by a
chemical analysis, Miecn properly intcrprctcd, is of great value as
an indication of a soil's productiveness and for suggcsting its
economical treatmcnt ivith fertilizers. A compicte soil analysis
comprises a series of most careful andi accuratc chemical
operations, the detcrmining of the amnounts of plant food and
more especially of the nitrogen, 1 )otashi and phosphoric
aci(l. Since such %vork necessitates a considerable expendi-
turc of time, only typical souls, representative of large areas that
have neyer been cropped or mnanuircd, are submitted to complete
anialysis.

As mnighit bc expecteci, the souls in Canada are ex\cecdingly
varied as regards their origin, their nature andi composition. \Ve
have flot yet the data that %voulcl enable us to speak of ail
classc3i of Canadlian soils, for considcring the area of the arable
land in the Domninion, the %Norî' accomplislied cani scarcely be
said to do0 more than give us information regarding the soils of
widely isolatecl districts. Our enceavour will bc, as opportunity
offers, to continue this chemnical survey and thus gradually
accumnulate data that will be of service, clirectly, to our own
farmers and of interest and value to those of other coutitries
wvho mnay be mncditatinig ernigration to the Dominion by bring-
ing before themn a kniow'leclg-e of the character of Canaclian soils.

To mention a fcw of the more typical souls of the various
provinces, 1 mighit, bcginingii in the WVest, tell you of the rich
and fcrtilc souls from the valîcys of thc Fraser and Pitt Rivers
in British Columbia.

These alluvials deposits, cornl)osed of detritus, cover mnany
thousands of acres,and raiik,,bothi as regards mechanical condition
and richiness of composition, wvitlî thc bcst soils of any country
n the world. 0fr n-itrogen.-, potash and phosphioric acid, as wveii
as of the mninor elemnents of plant food, anialysis lias proved themn
to contain large stores. Undoubtedly, the soils formed by the
(leposits of other rivers in the province would showv themselves
on examination to bc equally richi in plant food,


