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THE STUDY 0F NATURÂL HISTORY.

By.NMiss.%Margaret A. MfiSis.

(Read an. z2, r891.)

The term Natursîl History, shouid be used to inchide the study of
ail natural objects whether they are possessed of life, or, give no evi-
dence of vitality. The phenoînena of the inorganic world are the special
concern of the geologist and ruinerisiogist. The phenomtena, of the
nature and relations of ail bodies which exhibit life, are known as the
science of biologry. which is subdivided into t.wo main classes-botany
whicls deals with plants, and zoology which treats of animais. This
general application of tise terni is often narrowed so that Natural Hie-
tory incisides zoology alonie. The science of Botany includes everythuiig
relatiî to tise vegretable kingdosn wvlethier in a living or fossil state.
It takes a comprehiensive view of all plaints, front the suinutest micro-
scopic growtiî to, tise vast productions of tise tropics. Front eariiest
imes tisis stssdy lias been mucis more rationadly treated than zooiogy.

It bats always beesi xsnderstood as, eniloraciu)g siot onily tise study of the
exterîsal forsin of plants, their systematic classificationi and theirgeogra-

phical distribution, but aiso tîsat of their minute structure and the pro-
cesses of nuttition and reproduction. Thse botanisi, lias studied front
his gsirden of living specintens, and froin his hot-house, in which could
be reared under tise proper conditions necessary for their development,
plant8 fromn the seeds obtained front foreign lands.

On tise contras-y, tise zoocigit had ni) -inch aid, and for centuries
liad to iimit lus re.4earcies9 anid observations to tise skeletons and dried
skins of birds and animais, or tise collections of tise traveiler or sporL
mnan. It was only in the past century that a knowledge of the pre-
servation of tise entire sppcirnen ini aicohiol was learned. Thence its
developmtent and progress lias been deiayed, siot front any Iack of in-
terest in the suhject, but frora a dearth of the facilities and aide which
had so, assisted tue sister science-botany.

a. iistory of zooiogy and hotany must take accounit of the growth
of tise various kinids of information -wquired in. past ages through the


