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AN ORIGINAL 'THOUGII'T.

VY MRY, ABDY,

Dozs tho, press wan for copy >~I shrink from the
task j—

One boon frotn the Gonus of Faney [ ask 3

1 want not a subject, I want not a rhyme,

Nor metaphors florid, nor fgures sublune 5

Additional letsure 1 sigh notto claim,

And § feel { hage Mon & than duejusuce from Fame

I covet what cannot be borrowed or hoaght,

*The gilt of o striking Original Thought ?

Could Memory desert me, { yct might succeed ;—

Oh ! why was Usullered the poets ta read ?

Would that Campbell and Moore could at once be
forgot ¢

Would my mind were not haunted by Wordsworth
ang Scott !

Wihien somo brilliant idea I have carefully nurst,

1 discover that “Shakspearo had thought o® it first,”

Aud my path with such ghttering phantoms 18 fraught,

That thoy really exclude vne Original Thought !

The claims of the Annuals I must not neglect,

And two Magazines contributions expect :

Beforo me the leaves of an Album unclose,

{How 1 dread its bright pages of azuro and rosc !)

I must writo an address for a Charity soon.

And ‘set somoe new words to an old German tune ;
And how intho world are thesa warks ta be wrought,
When I cannot command one Onginal Thought ¢

tWell I bow not beneath a peculiar disgrace,
>Tis the fate of the present poetical race, °
To live in tho sunshine of summers long o’er,
“Pensioned off,** on the wit and the wisdom of yore;
But since Fancy her shights may soon please to repair,
Tu her lottery still T will venture a share,
And perhaps, at this moinent, the wheel may be
fraught
With that capital prize—an Onginal Thounght !
—
INDUSTRY AND PUNCUUALITY,
‘We scarcely kuow of any other word in
our language which has been so completely
and so futally misapplicd as the word
s genius,”  Young men too commonly
suppose that genius, or, in _other words,
aptitude for a puticvlar parsuit, conjorned
to inclination for it, exempts them from
aiming at any other requisite for success 1
it They scem to suppose that there 1s
something vulgar and unworthy mn that
steadiast application to any giveu pursutt,
which they thk proper to speak of as
ssplodding.”  And yet the history of almost
every really eminent mau, no matter 1
what pursuit e has signalised himself and
served mankind, abounds with proofs, that
to steady industry fully as much as to
genius. have all really great human achieve-
ments been attributable. Great scholars,
for iustance, have alwuys been, not merely
laborious, but they have also studied both
methodically and regulatly ; they have had
for every portion of the day its proper and
allotted study, and in no wise would thay
allow any on« portion of time to be encroach-
ed upon by the study to winch another
pottion  was  especially appropriated 1
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their fixed plan of action. The nuincrous
and, considering the barbarous state of leara-
ifg in his time and country, the really mar-
vellous attainments of Alfred the Great,
King of England, were won far less by any
very striking and brillinnt original capacity
than by his heveniean powers of npplication,
and by the steady resolation with which he
upplied the various poruvns of his day 1
the pursnits in which he found it necessary
to enguge ; and surely if /e could do this,
it would ill become the more humbly gified
and intivitely more humbly situated student
of our own times to think industry and stea-
diness otherwise than necessary.  Another
importantjvirtuewhichthe inordmate admirers
of the fits and starts which they call gemus
and think so brilliant an acyuisition, are tuo
commonly in the habit of both thinking

meanly of and speakmg meanly of is punc-
tuality ; and yet there is not a quality of |
greater importance to the man who would

be cither useful or prosperous.  Lord Nel- i
son attributed his success in life far more to
his punctuality than to his gemus. Peter!
the Great, Trederick of Prussia, Washinyg-
ton, Napoleon—in short, all men of great
mervitand suceess have been distinzuished for
industry and punctuality. To those who
never nerved themselves to the task of being
industrious and punctual, the wonderful
power of being so can scarcely be imagined.

THE MIND INDEPENDENT OF MATCER.
Man, at the age of twenty, retains not
a pacticle of the matter in which his mind
was invested when he was born. Never-
theless, at the age of eighty years, he is con-
scious of being the same individual he was
as far back as tus mencory can  go—that is |
to say, tothe petiod when he was fowr or five
years old. Whatever it be, therelore, in
wiich this consciousness of identity resudes, |
it cannot consist of a material substunce,
since, if it had been material, it must have
been destroyed. It is, consequntly, an
ethereal spirit, and as it, remains the same, .
throughout all the alterations that take place |
w the body, itis not dependent, on the body
for its existence ; aud is thus calculated to
survive the ever-changing frame by wluch 1t
1s encircled.  That frame becomes sutt, cold l
aad motionless, when the circulation of the
blood ceases ; it is consigned to the earth,
and 1s separated by inseets into a thousand
other forms of matter 3 but the mind under-
goes no such transformation. 1t is nnas.
saitable by the worm. {f'watter, subject
as it is to perpetual changes, does not, and
cannot possibly, perish, how can the mind
perish, which kuows of uo mutation?  "There
15 no machinery prepared by which such an
object could be accomplished ; nor cuuld
machinery be prepared for such u purpose,
without an entire subverston of the laws of
nature. But, as these laws have emanated
from the wisdom of the Creator, they could
not be altered, much less subverted, without
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involving an inconsistency, into which it i,

{ impossible for Divine Wisdom to full,

ITaYyDN AND NaPOLEON.--In-1n0;,
ug the celebrated composer, Elaydn, was re

parding, with no very ngreeable feclmgs,

the triumphal march of the French troops,
us they took possession of the capital of his
beloved country, ho was not a little alanmed
when be observed an officer and his guard
stop at the door of his house, and demand
an interview. The immortal composer of
¢ The Creation” advanced to mect them,
and with a trembling voice demanded for
what Eurpose they sought him, adding, wih
great humility, ¢ I am merely poor Haydn,
the composer; what erime can 1 have com-
mtted nginst the French Government
“ None,” replicd the officer, smiling; «on
the contrary, I have received the orders of
the Emperor Napoleon to pluce a sentinel
at your door, in orderto protect and honour
an individual of such rare genius.” The

| guard was continued while the ¥rench o

cupied Vienna; and whenever the troops
passed his door, the band played some of his
most celebrated compositions:

Religion misunderstood is the source of alf
misery, Iiis the parent of hatred and dire
malignity. It transforms the conscientious
and best disposed by nature,into beings who
appear bereft of every spark of humanity,
1t has made men pass through fire ; it has
fastened them to the stake, and consumed
their bones aud marrow. It has been the
wother of persecutions in_ every part of the
world. Infancy and old age have alike
been its victums. The stroug and the weak
have perished under its grasp. It has
founded Inqusitions, and at this hour, it is
the certain cause of misery to innumecrable
unlhons of our fellow men.

—

By nurturing feelings of gratitude for

every good thing which we receive at the
hands of God and of his ministering ser-

vants upon earth, we acquire greater strenath
and peace of mind to endure the evils of tiis
lite, "as well as a greater disposition to thunk
well of, to forgive, and to assist our fellow-
creatures in misfortune.
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s> Maps, Plans, Bills of Exchange,
Bill Heads, Address and Visiting Cards,
Armsand Crests, Labels, &c. veatly design-
ed, engraved and printed. Metal Seals,
Door Plates, Dog Collurs, and Dandy Or-
naments, neatly engraved,
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