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tual gratification, and find ever increasing
aliment for its ever enlarging desires. ‘I
shall behold thy face in rightcousness, and
be satistied, when 1 awake with thy like.
ness. The Lamb in the midst of the
Throne ehall feed them, and lead them
unto living fountuins of waters, and God
shall wipe away all tears from theiv eyes'”
0
{From the Missionary Ihcord of the [Free
Churéh of Scoltand.)
FOREIGKN MISSIONS.
MADRAS.

The following letter is from the Rev.
A. B. Campbell of Madras, and is dated
February 5, 1853. We most willingly
accompany Mr. Campbell in ws visit to
the temples of Conjeveram. We have
heard much of the idolatry of India—in
this letter We see a litile of it. It is well
that we in this land, who have lived all
our days amid Christian sanctuaries, and
never heard a praver offered or a song
sung but to the God of Heaven, should
be shewn the % arim deities” before which
our fellow-subjects in India bow down,
and the arts which idolatry there employs
to retain its hold over the minds of'its vo-
taries. In all countries, idolatry sur-
rounds itself’ with the same accessories,
and for the same end. In Italy, itis
sculpture and paiudng; in India, it is
stately architecture and barbaric magni-
ficence ' The power of heaven it cannot
wield, and thevefore 'it presses into its
service the powers of earth and of evil to
subdue the-mind. The gospel makes its
appeal to love. idolatry t0 fear. 'The one
engenders a spirit of liberty, the other of
bondage The awe, not of a purifying

or elevating kind, which the following -
. g K

scenc is fitted to excite, can well be un-
derstood :— ’ '

City of Temples—Imposing Architecture.

After a hard day’s exertion # the school-
room, we sallied out to visit the large tem-
ple of Conjeveram:” When we set our, the
brief but beautiful twilight of the East was
sheddibg it lagt beams _on tower and tree,
and by the time we reacherl the temple gates
darkness hdd fairly sertled down. We thus
sawthe whole,in circumstances which gaveus
a deep'impression of the power Whicl idola-
try had to awe uand soleninize the minds of
the hapless wersliippers, who flock in thou-
sards to that shrine.  Aswe dvew near, tem-
ple after temple met our vicw, dand ag it has
been said that in India there are more gods
than men, so we funcied that,” in Conjeve-
ram there were vearly as many small temn-
‘ples as humdn dwellings. * At Iast we en-
tered the street, or row of houses, at the
end of which the great temple stands.—
Xirst, we passed through a large muntapum,
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or resting-place for the god when it ;e
broughe forth in procession. This mwuuta.
pum stands right in the centro of the way,
and, with the god, glittering in gold and
gems, resting beneath its richly carved roof,
must produco a mighty impression on the
souls of the prostrate devotces.  The whols
is composed of granite, some of the pillars
being heswn from single enormous blocks ,
and the entire structure is covered with
rich carving, vepresenting flowers, and men,
and gods. After passing through another
of sinailer dimensions, you stand immediate-
ly before the gatewny of'the temple.  This
entrunce is composed of & lofty pyramidal
tower—perhaps one hundred and fifty feet
in )1cigﬁt—-which was covered by wrichly
sculptured figures. Lhis structure had cer-
tainly an air of oriental grandeur aud
strength; but as it stocd out in elear out-
line agninst the evening sky, it appeared to
be utterly destitute of trae grchitectural
taste. Having secured one of the temple
Pundarums for a gnide, and sccompanied
by a crowd of Brahmans, wo eatered the
courts of the temple.

Resemblance in Structure and Rites to Ancient
Jewish Temple.

Whatever theory the curious and learned
may construct out of these materials, the
fact is unquestionable, that there is a strik-
ing resemblauce between the arrangements
here and those of the ancient Jewish temple.
First we entered the outer court, then the
court of the people, und then the holy place,
raised considerably above asplendidly paved
outer court, within which, as if in awful
mockery of the ancient dwelling-place of
Jehovah, was the holy of holies. At the en-
trance of the holy place, we were suddeniy
stopped, and told we could go ro further—~
The opening was nearly as large as the first
gateway we had entered.  VWe had gotina
few yards, and stood on some steps which
led up to the raised court within. That
scene made an impression on myself, which
shall never be obliterated.  Almost all the
temple Brabhmans'had gathered round us—
pethiaps fifty fromtheir homes, and us many
from difterent parts of the temple. Night
had fairly closed over us and ounr guides;
the Pundarum lit up the strange scene by a
temple laivip, preeisely resembhing the cen-
ser in which the Jewish priest oftered up the
evening and morning incense. This gave
but a partialillumination, aud cast a flicker-
ing light over the sable countenances which,
tow on iow, appeared before us. Many,
tou, had climbed up the sides of' the doorway,
and thiere, resting on some fine scalpture,
looked down on us Wish eager cyes. Ano-
ther crowd also stood behind us, and there
we were, in these steange circumstances, sur-
rouhded by this strange and motely group of
Brahmanical auditors, Far within we saw
the lights in the holy of holies, and there, in
grim array, the idol stood. Here, then, em-
phatically, in the very centre of heathenism,




