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strange punishment to the workers of iniquity.”

Job xxxi. 8. OVERTHREW. 1In fotal ruin.

ALL THE PLAIN-—of Jordan ; or, probably, {
This vale was ““full of |
slime pits,” (Hebrew, ‘“wells, wells of bitumen.”) !

the ““ Vale of Siddim."”

Gen. xiv. 10. It is generally consider | identical

with the preseut southern end of the Dead Sea. |

ALL THE INHABITANTS. There were four

cities full of people deluged with fire. Gen,
xiv. 2.

The term brimstone (Hebrew gophrith, cog-

nate with gopher—gopher-wood) originally

signified resin or piteh, but it is also applied |
to other inflammable substances, especially '

sulphur and bitumen. The word frequently

occurs in Seripture to denote punishment and |

destruction. ~ Deut. xxix. 23; Job x
15; Isa. xxx. 83 ; xxxiv. 9; Fzek., xxxviii.
22,

Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire
and brimstone, and a horrible tempest : this
shall be the portion of their cup.  Psa.
xi. 6.

“We find it easy to tread on and erush a
worm that we see crawling on the earth ; so
it is easy for us to cut or singe a slender
thread that any thing hangs by ; thus casy is
it for God, when hLe pleases, to cast his
enemics down to hell. ~ What are we, that
we should think to stand before him at
whose rebuke the carth trembles " —Jonatha,
Edwards,

“In hell there is no hope..,.On every
chain in hell there is written * forever,” In
the fires there blazes out the word *forever,
«...Their eyes ave galled and their hearts
are pained with the thought that it is forever,’
0, if I could tell you to-night that hell would
one day be burned out, and that those who
were lost might be saved, there would he a
jubilee in hell at the
But it cannot be: it is ‘forever’ they arc
‘ cast into utter darkness.” "'~ Spurgeon.

4. Tue Fate or e DisoBepiest. ver, 26,
LOOKED BACK. Disobeying the command
“look mot behind thee,” (ver. 17.) Possessed
with sinful curiosity, or loth to give up Sodom

with its worldly pleasures, Lot's wife is the type |

of many a half-hearted halting Christian,
LAR OF SALT.
fames of brimstone and the rain of sulphur ;

PIL-

possibly struck by lightning, and then incrusted |

with salt. We need not trouble ourselves about
how she became so :
us of the fearful fate of one who had every chance
to escape. .

| RETVTITITTLTICBBIGI Y
very thought of it. | b

it is cnough that God tells |
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has filled earth with woe, and hell with mil-
lions of the lost.

A young man was chained to a fellow-cou-
viet, and was about to leave his native coun-
try and heart-broken mother, probably forever
When a child he was allowed to have his own
way.  When his mother ought to have
tirmly, but kindly, enforced ohedience, she
foolishly yielded to his whims. The effect of
this unwise home-training’ became yearly
more apparent.  When sent to school he wis
idle and would not learn.  He soon hegan to
play truant.  His mother scolded the master
for punishing her head-strong hoy.  With
bad companions he was soon foeund robi
orchards and cruelly treating dumb animals
His carcer was fioin bad to worse. At last,
for a highw: obbery, he was convieted and
sentenced fo fourteen years' penal servitude,

OF backsliding Bunyan says : *“They fall
deepest into hell who tall backward into it
None so near heaven as those that are con-
vineed of sin ; none 8o near hell as those who
have quenched convietion.”

Only in Ch il We overcome the world.
John xv. 5 ; s

““ As the m r-pearl-tish lives in the sea
without receiving a drop of salt water ; and
as toward the Chelidonian Islands s wings of
fresh water may be found in the miiLt of the
sea; and as the five-fly passes through the
flames without burning its wing ; so a vigor-
ous and resolute soul may live in the world
without heing infected with any of its
hutors, may discover sweet springs of piety
amid its salt waters, and fly nlnnn[." the flames
of carthly concupiscence without hurning the
wings of the holy desives of a devout life, "
Francis de Sales,
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on the mind. 1. The two cities,

pictare
e be made
2. The wicked

| people who lived in them ; so pany “hat not even
Probably suffocated with the |

ten good people could be found. 3. Lot and his
family. 4. The visit of the angels to them. &
The departure from Sodom. 6, The fiery rain
from heaven. 7. Disobedient woman changed
into a pillar of salt.

All this can be vasily represented on the black-
hoard even by persons un:killed in the art of

Jesus says, ‘‘Remember Lot's wife.” Luke | drawing, as most of us are who use the black-

xvii, 32.

How greal the sin of disobedience ! This

hoard. It is a mistake to snppose that children
need a finished drawing to fasten the ideas of a

sin banished Adam and Eve from Eden. It ' lesson on the mind, Therc is nu vhjection to a




