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NOTICE OF ACTION.

:h; de'cisions'which have been rendered in
action l;ovmt,:e with .reference to the notice of
ad g dO which public officers are entitled, have
shouly o fo? the mf)st part with the persons who
g rec:elve notice. In the case of Grant v.
7Y, 1n the present issue, the Court had
rel::":m to ‘decide some important questions
ase wg to the form o‘f the notice, and as the
the eﬂ‘as one of cons?drrable pruminence, and
"Ctic‘ne(‘t of t‘h'e decision was to extinguish the
g&tion’ the su bjuc?t received more ample investi-
Wo than it might otherwise have cailed for.
atal defects were found in the notice which
st bffen serv.ed. in the case before the Court;
Pla, c’e in Specxfyx?g the grounds of action, the
menﬁwhere the injury was committed was not
b aim:f);ed. Secondly, the residence of the
erenc] s attome?'s. was .not mentioned. A re-
at :hto t.he flecmons cited by the Court shows
tar; ¢ Jurisprudence of England and of
“hifOro’ a8 wellh as of this Province, has been
o 1:1 in req'mring the place to be specified.
enc: her pomt'—ir.)formntion as to the resi.
equi, of the pl.amnﬁ"s attorney, is expressly
i fd to be given by the article of the Code.
ourt tue thfxt attorneys practising before the
i :re obliged to elect a domicile, or, in de-
Prot l;o Te held to‘ have elected domicile at the
of the l(llomry’s office. But tl.w terms of article 22
cons ode scem to have intended that public
thog should' x?ot be left to this roundabout
. A0f obtaining the information in question.
article of the Code is explicit,and the Court
ci;;“::l to satisfy it the notice itself should
€ place of residence of the attorney.
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MODERN ADVOCACY.

thin 8 Dotice of the late Mr. Isaac Butt, Q.C.,
a ::]’(.7' tmes refers to the change which has
G'“&tB }ﬂg place in the style of advozacy in
ol Titain. .“ The class of advocates to which
Onged,” jt says, “ is that of which Scarlett
Ollett are prominent examples among

English barristers, having no very profound
knowledge of law, but readiness in acquiring
whatever is necessary for the case in hand, and
facility in laying facts and arguments before
Courts and juries. The glories of the profession
of the law are perpetuated by men of this class,
which, however, isunfortunately becoming more
contracted as time goes on. The lawyer with
the omnium gatherum of knowledge—Charles
Sumner’s ideal lawyer—is becoming rare, whilst
the mastery of dry items and facts and argu-
mentative reports is the characteristic of the
modern barrister.”

We have no doubt that one of the principal
causes of the change alluded to, is the enormous
pressure of cases before the Courts at the present
day. In England there are some eight hnndred
causes in arrears before the Queen’s Bench. In
the United States the Supreme Court is in 8 g#i11
more unfortunate condition. The number of
cases on the docket has increased to 1150, and
the Court is now more than three years behind
in its business. It is not wonderful that lawyers
who rise to plead & case, with a keen realization
of the fact that a thousand other cases are wait-
ing to be heard, should confine themselves to
what bears directly on their pretention, or that
Courts, haunted by the vision of ever multiply-
ing arrears, should be impatient of any display
of brilliance which does not help them to get
to the end of the case. Mr. Justice Miller, of
the United States Supreme Court, referring to
the late Benjamin R. Curtie, whom he styles
« the first lawyer of America, of the past or the
« present time,” considers his brevity a sterling
merit. ¢« He rarely found it necessary,” rays the
Judge, %in an argument in the Supreme Court
«of the United States, to occupy over forty
« minutes, and T recollect only two cases in
« which he spoke beyond an hour.”

NEW PUBLICATIONS.

Tee Law or Horen LiFe: or the Wrongs and
Rights of Host and Guest. By R. Vashon
Rogers, Jr, of Osgoode Hall, barrister-at-
law. Boston: Houghton, Osgood & Co.

This little volume has been written by the
accomplished author as & companion to % The

Wrongs and Rights of a Traveller.” It is

a complete manusal of the law relating to hotels



