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grreat heart of huinanity beats it cornes withi its glori.us adaptations fittingc" in-
to every fold of th t hieart. lits stories chlarni the child, its hiopes inspire the
aged. Philosophers have reverently gleanied from it-lIeoislatioii lias been
thankfully indebtcd to it. The niaiden is wcdIed under its sanction, the bed
of deaFli is sootlîed by its promises, the grave is closed amid its coniforting
assurances. ]Its lessons are not oilly the essence of religion and the seininal.
truths3 of theology, but also the first principles of morals, and the, guiding
axiorns of political econoiny. It furnislied the panoply of that ancient va-
lour which shivered tyrinny in days gone by, and lias lost nonle of its power
to-day. lit lias been, and is stili the guiding star to the po& -lie Philosopher
and the philanthropist, as ivell as the Magnma Oharta of th(- orld's liberties.

This is not miere theory. It hias often been realized. lit was but a email
band that niet on the day of Peutecost-but baptized ivith the loly Ghost
they were filled witli that holiest of heroisin which is based on the love of
Christ. The sword of persecution was unslîeatlied and they were scattercd
abroad- but wvhat then-they ivent every whiere preacliing the word. The
glad tidings were proclaianed in Saniaria, they flew through Galilce and
wvent far beyond the limits of Judea. The wisdom. of AMiens bowed to
them, and the corruption of Corinth could not resist thein. At Antiocli the
disciples spcedily mnultiplied. The temple of Diana ivan forsaken at Ephe-
sus, and the magical books were burned. Macedonia, famious of old for its plia-
lanx, yiclded to the migit; and majesty of its love. The iron valour of Ruine
was conquered, by the invincible iglit of the crucified Nazarene. lIt sur-
mounted the Alps and descended into Gaul. it scaled the Pyrenges and
gatliered m'-ny converts in Spain. lIt crossed the channel and founded its
churches in the British JIsies.

True, many of these churches have dlied out or been overshadowed with
superstition ; but wliy? siinply because they placed hunian tradition in the
roomi of the WVord of God-because they ceascd to love and cheri8h and main-
tain and proclaimn the word of this Gospel. And what untold wars and tumulta
and rebellions and revolutions have been the resuit of a want of fidclity to the
Word. Surcly the God of the Bible is the God of history ; and whien we re-
member that during the present century every country in Europe, save the
IBritish lIsles, lias been once and again desolated by the mnardi of fleeing or
victorious armies, that every kingdorn and empire hias been More or less
disturbed by revolutions, can we fail to trace the fact that peace and pro-
sperity have so far been the portion of the Isies to the wide circula-
tion of the Bible, and the blessed effects produced by that Word of the living
God. 'What Austria, lItaly, Spain and France need is a free Bible-âid the
cry for national freedoin iwill be in vain so long as the Bible is bound. The
Bible and its living principles of love alone can fit a nation for self -govern-
mient, and strengthen them to stand up, not for false theories of freedomn, but
for a truc and constitutional. liberty.

The resolution in my hands aUludes to the -%ar between Germiany and
France, and its influence in opening up doors of entrance for the Word of
God. We are apt to look on France as fairly prostrated, but the prayer of
every Chiristian mian is that France xnay risc from hier present prostration
great, glorious and free-and ive can only expect this through the dissemina-
tion of the Word, and thc living power of the Gospel. This alune scures
character to the principles of liberty, by whiatever political changes the framie
of society may be shaken. We miust scek to hove the truth of God stamped
in living characters on lier ilions of hearts-and then France -will yet tecin
not only ivitlî intellect and energy and enterprîse, but with the fruits of hioli-
ness, and re-act on our owvn Frencli-Canadian fellow-subjects with riglit
power. One of the speakers at thc recent Bible Society mieeting in Romne wvas
Fatiier Hyacinthe, w]îlo, while declaring himnself still a Roman Catholie priest,
gave utterance to sutcl sentinients of loyalty to the Bible as the Word of God,
and love to Christ, aý, must mieet a ready response in every Christian heart. Oh
for liundreds of priests in Europe and Amnerica wvho would take their places in
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