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TOMMY'S CHRISTMAS EVE.

J-IRISTMNAS Eve carne at last, accornpanied by lots of
frost and srrom. T'he snow was -%wliirling down in lhcavy
drifts, transfornîing, as it were, cve-rything to wvhite.

* ___ utin spite of the cold and the snow, everybiody wvas
out, froni the ricli banker, w~itli his furs, to, the poor littie street
arab, with bis ragged clothes. ïMany were purchasing- thiiiîgs foi-
Christnmas Day, while others, w'lo, w'ere not so Iucky iii having mionev
to spend, wTerce looking- about 10 sec where thcy mighit bC able to
earn a few pennies for delicacies in behiaif of the hialf-starved littlc
enes at home.

Among thie last niamcd 'vas a %roung boy of about twelvc. Ile
had a fine, opcn face, blue eyes, brow'n, curly hiair, and everything
about hlm proved hirn to be a perfcct litile gentleman. But lie hiad
flot the -appearance of such, because lie was clad iii a garmient thalt
'vas fuil of holes and rents. M-is feet wcealrnost bare, an?' lie kzept
his hands in two holes, w'hich served as pockets, not bcing able to
boast of nitts or gloves. In spite of ail this, hie seecd very clîcerfuil
in the hiope of earîîing sonie iiioney 10, buy his littie invalid sister, a
wmaif like himself, a niodest Christnmas prescrit.

Nowv, tl:.ese iNwo children lived lu a dont~ntenenient wvith P

w'onan wvho 'vas supposed to be tlecir guardian. This woman hiad
faithfully proiiiised their dyingr niother to, treat the childrenl witli
kindness, but she hiad chljdren of lier own.i and so did not lilze bhe
intruders over nîuicl. Howvever, she Ieft tlîcm alonc niost of the
lime, miuci ho, bbe pleasure of the two orplîans. Tboughi the lithoe
girl ivas an invalid fromn lier birth, the boy wvas a sturdy young
Hercules.

These twvo hiad beeiî building up fond lippes of hav'ing an en-
joyable Christnmas %vitli tife moncy the uittle lad -%vould caril that day;
bcut, whicn, lic camne horne emlptv-handi(ed at supper, nothing but dis-
appoinhmenh couki be secn on their youthful and innocent faces.
However, .)ZDfer supper, the young, girl proposed, a prayer to the In-
fant Jesus l'o send theni sometlîing for Christnmas. They praycd
long and earneshly, and wlîen they arose none of the formier disap-
pointmient could hc sen, but fiaih, that faithi, whichi, even ini inno-
cence, was vastly greater than what rnost people possess.

The youtli once more set out. The snow was stili conîing down


