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T0 THE MINISTER ARCUT 710
TAKE OIS NOLIDAY.

By nd LOVAN

We propose tc write a serles of open
letters to ministers and several other mea.
\We begin with the minister who is about to
go away for his holiday.

D¥rAr Brorprr,-—-We heartily con-
gratulate youon the fact that you have a
coongregation that gives its minister an
annual rest of a month if he wishes to take
it. Your people bave sense They know
that a man can do more and better brain
work in eleven months than in twelve if he
rests the twelfth., They bave also some
relipion—some regard for the ten commaud-
ments. They know tbat one of the com-
mandments tells us to rest a seventh part
of the time. A ministerin attval work can-
not rest on the seventhday and your con-
gregation honors the decalogue and gives vou
a rest by giving you a month of Sabbaths at
atime. Thatis fair and generous and you
should show your appreciation by good
preaching and gocd pastoral work when you
get home,

Meaatime you may counfer a favour on
the profession to which you belong by no¢
doing certaio things.

Don't talk to everybody on the street
about the Jes? places to go to. Youcan
easily get all the information you need in
regard to that matter from afew friends. It
you talk too much about your holidays and
* good places ” and ** good trips ' and all
that sort of thing badly dispased people may
be tempted to suspect you think more of
your vacation than you think of your work.

Don t dissect yourself in public. If you
are really worked down your triends can
easily seeit. Don't deliver little bomilies on
the state of your throat or the condition of
your digestive organs. Above all things
keep silent about your head. Itis 2 great
mistakego give a caustic man or cynical wo-
man & chance to say you do not use
your head so much tbat your brain has any
excuse for being weary.

Don't dilate on *‘ overwork,” * nervous
prostration,” * perfect rest,” and kindred
topics that bave unfortuaately become too
much associated with clerical holidays.
Take your vacation like a man. If you have
a montb and a hundred dollarsthank your
Master for them and reserve your preaching
and lecturing power until you get home and
thea expend your power on larger and more
important subjects.

When you are on your trip don’t talk to
you fellow passengers as if scarcely any
place on carth is good enough for you to
spend your vacation in. There are hun-
dreds of ministers at home who need and
deserve a rest quite as much asyou do who
would be very grateful and very glad to have
a boliday almost anywhere.

Don’t pose as & distinguished person
when you arriveat your destination. Don't
expect the hotel keeper and the other guests
to read an address of welcome to you soon
after your arrival. The number of men in
this country who are sure to be met with an
address and a brass band at a summer hotel
is not large and the chances are a million
to one that you are not one of them.

Doan't ask the hotel keeper to knock a
dolla or two a week oft your board bill be-
cause you are a minister. A minister who
makes speeches against hotels duriag a pro-
hibition campaign, and tbhen asks an hotel
keeper to lower his board bill for profes.
sional reasons, is dolog something that Paul
would not have done.

Don't ask the charch going people in the
hotel ¥ Who preached last Sabbathl” aod
“ Who is going to preach next Sabbath &
and tollow up the yuestica by a vehement de-
claration that you wili not preach, ao matter
who asks gou. Nobody may ask you to
preach and if anybody does, before you are
half through yout sermon moze thaa half the
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«ongregation may be sorry you did not keep
your resolution about not preachlog.

There :s ample room for some honest
talk on this matter of holiduy preaching.
We had speaal facilities for examiniog the
subject not long ago and we saw and heard
some things that could hardly fail to lower
the clerical profession in the estimation of a
stearghtforward business man, Why should
a mimster haggle about preaching if in rea-
sonable health ? Aay doctor in the hotel will
cheerfully attend a patient the moment he is
asked. We have seen them do it a dozen
times. Any lawyer there will give you lus
adviee for five dollars, ot perhaps for less, as
many umes as you careto consult him. If
you are a personal friend, or if you are pro-
perly introduced, he may advise you for
nothing. Shall it be said that ministers of
Christ are less devoted to their work than
members of these professions are?

There 1s something worse than a refusal
and that 1s to fish for an iovitation and
then deliver a homuly on over work at
home, perfect rest anud the fear that ‘my
dear people may hear I have been preach-
i0g.” We doubt very much if one Session
in ive hundred ever asked thewr munmister
oot to preach dunng his vacation, As a
rule elders are men of sense—most of them
are very much men of sense. They assume
that their minister is a man of sense too, and
that he koows, or at least ought to <now,
whether he is able to preach or not. If they
thought he was not able go take care of him-
self they would send a nurse along to take
care of him.

There 15 grim humour in listening to a
minister who says with a straight and solemn
face that his dear people made him promise
not to preach while on his holidays when
you have good reason to believe that some
of the dear people would not heave a sigh,
or miss a2 meal, or lose an hour’s sleep if he
preached 1o some other place for the re-
mainder of his natural life. In poltics peo-
ple would call that sort of thing humbug.

Joha Hall preaches during his vacation
aod does soin a spirit which conveys the im-
pression that he considers 1t a privilege to
preach the glorious gospel, Cuyler is a
pretty old man now but he wrote the other
day that he ¢‘always likes to give a good
rural brother a week’s let up from sermon
work by preachiong for him.”

Brother, if you really feel that it is not
your duty to preach, say‘ No,” like a Chris-
tian. If you can preach, say **Yes,” like
a man. Above all things don’t make a fuss,
and then preach, and leave it open to people
to say that the fuss was much bigger than
the sermon.

HUXLEY.

BY REV. W. G. JORDAN, B.A.

There bas just passed away ome who
lived a streouous life, fought a vigorous
battle, and exerted a powerful ipiluence.
He was a representative map, but we believe
that for sometime his influence has been
waning, and that among thinkiog men in
the Eoglish-speaking world there is a re-
action agaiost the claims of physical science
10 explore and explamn by 1ts peculiar
methods the whole realm of thought and
hie. He sums up his own career in the fol-
lowing words : ** I bave subordinated any
reasopable or upreasonable ambition tor
saeotific fame which I may bave permitted
myself to cotertain to other eands, to the
popuianzation of scieace, to the develop-
meat and organization of scientific education,
to tbe endless series of batties and skir-
mishes over evolution, and to unuring op-
posiion to the ecclesiastical spirit, that
clenicalism which 10 Eogland, as elsewhere,
and to whatever desomination 1t may be-
iong, 15 a deadly enzmy of science.”

Aay one who kaows anything about the
late professor koows that this deciaration
understates the trath as to his purely scien-
tificatiainmeats and repuiation, His bitterest
opponents never attempied to beutile Hux-
iey s position as a scientist, besides being

a specialist In z200logy, he bad considerable
skill in psychology, considered as a limited,
positive science, but bis critics maintain
that when he took to theology, philosophy,
and Biblical criticism he dealt with things
that be had not thoroughly considered, and
while they did not question his right to ex
press his opinion upon any subject, when
he stepped outside his owan sphere they did
oot regard that opinton as being of speclal
weight. We believe that he was an able
mab and that he has done good work asa
popularizer of science, and as an organizer of
scientific education. His text book of
physiology is a model of what an element-
ary manual may be. His work at South
Kensington was of great value to the
whole nauon. The writer of this article
took up five scientific subjects in connec-
tion with evening classes affiliated to the
government department of scieace and art,
and cao testfy that however crude and im-
perfect some of the teaching may be, a
splendid work has been done in bringing
the facts of modern science within the reach
of all. Men who belong to the *clerical
class "’ can rejoice that Eogland has, during
the last half century produced men like
Hoxley to champion the claims and interests
of physical science. But we do not believe
that physical science covers the whole
realm of life. Aund when the scientist would
reduce psychology to a department of
physiology, despise philosophy as a vain
striving after the unknowable, and condemn
theology as a meaningless jangle about un-
intelligible chimeras, we bave many ques-
tions to ask which are both urgent and im-
portant., Huxley besides being a patient
investigator of natural **co-existences and
sequences ” endowed with a masterly ability
in the way of popular exposition, had a bril-
liant literary gift. In this age when tbe press
is open to any who canuseit, he was able
to make bis voice heard clearly aod strong-
ly. He preached his *lay sermons ” ; pub-
lished able essays and keen reviews until he
attained a position of great influence ; so
that many who admired his ability and
sympathized with his spirit accepted unhesi-
tatingly his utterances on morals and relig-
ion. He is credited with coining the word
‘“agnostic,” and he described Positivism
(with which as an attempt at philosophy he
must have had considerable sympathy) as
¢t Catholicism minus Christianity.” His
writings abound with striking phrases and
bappy tuzos of expression. In coatroversy
he always made the best of his own case
and was quick to detect any weakoess in
his opponent’s position. He frankly ac-
koowledged the success of Butler’s polemic
against deism, and negatively he may be
said to have done good service in helping
to make clear the questions which are now
at issue betweén Christianity and scepticism.
Ia this brief sketch we cannot attempt any-
thiog like a full discussion of Huxley's life
and work, but there are one or \wo practical
lessons which are suggested by a passiog
glaace at this subject.

We rejoice in the freedom which he en-
joyed to denounce superstition, to lectore
bishops and rebuke clerics ; that is one of
the sigas of health in our modern life, that
men who are sincere, earnest and courteous
shall have the fullest liberty to express the
thought that is in them. We think, how-
ever, that an impartial reading of history
will show that this liberty was not gaised
for us by agnosticism or scepticism. “The
spirit that denies ™ cannot build inflaeatial
systems of thought or enduring institutions
to minister 1o, and mould the life of men,
Liberty has not come through negation, but
by the sacrifices and victories of faith.

We do oot believe that  clericalism ™
can be fougbt with o better equipment than
that which Professor Huxley possessed, So
locg as man feels his nced of religion, a
shallow agnosticism will in the long run
play into the bands of an arrogant dogma-
tism. The ‘‘ciericalism™ which fosters
ignorant superstition and enslaves the con-
suicnce of men, can only be fought by the
powers of a true spiritual life. The truth
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preached so nobly by Amos, Paul, Luthe,
Knoox aod the glorious company of martyy
that the iondividual soul has its owg
privileges and responsibilities before Gog

this is surely the most effective weapg
agalnst priestcraft. If what we wish g
guard against is the narrowaess and intole.
ance which any class as'a class is liable ¢
drift into, then I think that the tone of (b
words quoted above, shows thet no class g
men is free from that danger, and sugpes;
that even a “ class” of scientists might by
intolerant and overbearing if they werp
vested with too much power. What w,
all nced in this respect is a more cathol,
splrit, a larger Christian charity,

The strength of Huxley's position 3
against theology is in its weakness . he toog
his stand upon the scientific position, ay
appealed to the common sense of me
Physical science is common sight ap
thought about the things that are arouad o
made clear and accurate, but it does oy
deal with the deeper problems of thougy
and life. While it may be true that they °
are arguments for religion to meet tvey
view of life, it {5 also true that religion cap.
not be made into a thing of sight, touch ayg
taste, of supe:ficial observation or mechag.
ical experimeut. If religion is to justfy
itself to reason in the face of scientific ob
jections we must realize that the view of 1
world taken by the scientist is narrow ay
limited. The apologetic which meets th;
objections of physical science with (s
criticism of philosophy cannot be made
popular, as only by strenuous thought cis
we understand the new mental standport
to which we are called. Iun this spherei
may betrue that— :

‘ A shallow draught intoxicates the braip,
But drinking deeply sobers it again,”
We fall back, then, for consolation upon tw;
.facts. There are in us religious instingy
and spiritual feelings which crave fora saty-
faction that is not to be found in physict I
science. This fact may be a difficult oz
for the evolutionist to deal with, but beieg -
there it exerts a living influence and cal §
for a rational explanation. In a morbi’
condition or in a state of ignorance thes -8
instincts may make it possible for the worg’
forms of clericalism to flourish, but withox
them there could be no real religion. Ti'§
Christian religion has shown its power b
meet all these needs, although it is possibe’
that nowhere has it been grasped ian its fol
orbed completeness andsplendour. So w §
rejoice that no man can do anything agas
the truth, and that our small partial viem
of thiogs cannot arrest the progress o
God’s revelation. 2
* Out of the shadows of night

The world rolls into light,
It is daybreak everywhere.”

Strathroy, July 19, 1895,

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 701 I
SOUTRAERN PRESBYTERISN
CARURCH.

5EY KREM. FRANTIS R, BEATTIE, ..

This Assembly convened this year &3
Dallas, Texas, on the sixteenth day of Map, §
and continued In session about ten dajs gl
A few items concerning the annual meetisg
of the supreme court of the Soutucrn Prase
byterian Church at this point, so far awmy,
may be of interest to some of the readersd JR8
THe CANADA PRESRYTERIAN :

The State of Texas, within whose boned 38
this Assembly met, is jostly called th
* Empire State,” for it is larger thao th
states of New ~."wk and Peconsylvania 3
gether, and it would make more thans
states the size of South Carolica. Itisi}
new region and has a vast Home missix i
field within its bounds, in which the South§
ero Church is pushing its work with vigot Ji#

Dallas is a growing city of about 50,00
in the central arca of Northern Texas, wd 3
though not much more thao a guarier of tlE
century old, it is a solid and prosperec!
place. The Asscmbly met in the F©



