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Books AND Mmumns

Appleton's New Handy-Volume Series.
New York 1 1% Appleton & Co,

We have received Nos. 3t and 32 of this cheap,
convenient, and at the same tune tastefully got up
setics of publications.  One is entutled * An Attic
Philssopher i Pans,” and 1s a transdation ftum the
French of Souvestre; the ather is Wilkie Collins'
story, * A Rogue's Lafe.”

The International Review.
New Yotk 1 A, S8 Barves & Co.

The * International ” for June contains ; *The Pre
sent Conditton of Greece,” by Thomas Davidson ;
“The Indian Question,” by J. D). Cox, of Ohio ; * The
Supretne Court and the Currency tJuestion,” by Brooks
Adams ; * The Shakespeare Revival in London,” by
Julian Russell Sturgis; “ England and Turkey,” by
Rev. George Washburn D.D., President of Robert
College, Constantinople ; ** some of the Remedies for
Socialism,” by E. L. Codkm ; Contemporary Litera-
ture ; Recent English Books.

The Eclectic Magazine.
New Yotk : B R Pelton,

‘The June numdier of the * Eclectic” supplics its
readers with what may be called the cream of such
periodicals as “ The Fortnightly Review,” * ‘The Nimne-
teenth Century,” * The Spectator,” * The Cornhill
Mlgaxme," “ Blackwood,” * Fraser,” * The Satwsday
Review,” etc. One ot lhc most starthng headings 1s
that of an article from * he Corntull ;™ * Bodily 11
ness as a Mental Stimulant ;* and sume of the *mod.
ern instances ” adduced in it are perhaps even a hutle
more starthng than the heading ; nevertheless, the
subject is thought out with some vigour and a well-
marked point made in the science of psychology. The
writer of a short and pithy paper in * The Satwday
Review,” comforts those who complain of being en-
gaged in “ Uphill Work,” by shewing pretty planly
that in every department of exertion  physical, mental
and moral—this sort of work is the best, both as being
best calculated to develop the worker’s powers, and as
Jeading to the most desirable results.

The Faivy Land of Science.
By Anabella B. Buckley, New Vork: . Appleton &
Co.

This handsome volume is intended for children, and
young folk of indefinite age—in fact we would be very
sorry to state with any great degtrce of exacthess the age
which the person must be whom we would prolulnt
from reading it. A very shght examination of the
book evinces it to be at once entertaining and in.
structive.  Many are the writers now-a-days who pop-
ularize science. But the author of this book has done
some:hing more than merely to translate the learned
utterances of scientific.discoverers into the language
of common life; she takes the hard, dry fucts and
throws them into the most nviting and interesting
form, bcauufully bringing out, what we might call the
poetry of science or the unexpected relations which
those endowed with the necessary perceptions can
find among its different facts and principles.  And all
this we think she daes without giving her readers any
distorted views of the subjects with which she deals.
The numerous illustrations will greatly assist the
reader in performing the experiments to which he is
introduced. The book is well-printed and bound,and
embellished with quuisite‘tastc.

THE IDEAL SUPERINTENDENT.
1.~PIETY.

The first qualification, that of piety, need not be
dwelt upon further than to remark, that it should be
that “reverence for God and devouon to His service”
as is recognized by the Protestant body of Christen-
dom.

11,—CHURCH MEMBERSHIP.

‘There is room for discussion here, for a case may
beimagined—probably there are such cases frequently
occurning—in which the very man wanted to take a
superintengdency is not a member of a Christian Church,
but whose piety is urdoubted.

Our schools are most of them intimately connected
with a Chusch, even mission schools have some such
connection. Ifat all practicable, therefore, the supes-
intendent should be a member of a church. More-
over, the Church is to a large extent one of the themes
of our teaching ; and this I urge as another support to
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the proposition, it may he ngarded as a rule, but as
subject to exception as most rules are,

HI. EXPERIENCE IN SUNDAY  SCHOOL TYACHING
AND WORK,

A man would not generally receive the appointment
of supermntendent of & railway, or any other position
imolving the care of life or property, unless he had
acquired eapenence in management by a sort of ap-
prenticeslnp. In Canadi, pobtical appointments are
not, § ame sarey, always made apon this peinciple.
in Sunday school matters they should always be so
made,

‘Taking the day school system as an example, the
course would be this: Infant-class, Intermediate-class,
Mble.class, ‘Feacher, lermnn. Secretary, Supernin.
tendent

16 statstics of “he superintendents of Sunday schools
were taken with tlie object of ascertmning their train.
ing up to the point of their assumption of office, | be-
hieve it would be found that the large majority had
been through this cutriculun,

The pranapal teitson for this qualitication of experi-
enve, hies, however, i the fact, that unless a saperin-
tendent has suffered the disappointments, endured the
trials, and partiapated 1 the tiumphs and joys of a
teacher, he would not in the discharge of his duties be
able to direct and sympatluze with his teachers,

A teacher sumetines needs hielp or sympathy ; a
class 15 often vacant through the sickness or absence
of a teacher -of course he never stays away but for
one or the other of these causes  or the secretary or
hbrartan may be absent.

ln each of these cases the knowledge acquired in
these depariients would be called 1nto practical
use.

Muteover, tas inner life as a teacher, especially if
hie be a man of honourable ambition, will affect tis
management very noticeably. He will not act asa
pope or sway the tron sceptre of a despotic ruler ; but
he will take counsel with his teachers, subinit to them
s proposaly, and ask them for suggestion and help.
Money will be collected and used on a plan agreed
upon and probably suggested by the teachers. It will
be a teachers’ suirage, and by this means our 1deal
will win his way to the highest esteem and affection
of his helpers.

Supenntendents are not born with all their powers
fully developed : a course of traming in the college of
the class  first as scholar, then as teacher—may be
considered, therefore, as essential.

IV, - A FAIR ENGLISH EDUCATION AND HUSINESS

TRAINING,

A fair English education and business training gives
a supenntendent an almost inestimable advantage.
Our system of education i Canada 1s generally con-
ceded to be one of the best in the world.  The sons
and daughters of the dominion are in this respect
highly privileged, and the boy or girl who at the age
of twelve or fourteen 1s unable to speak grammatically
is far belind the age.

I mmmam, therefore, that the superintendent should
be at least on a par with tus scholars in this respect.

Instances might be adduced that would 1illustrate
the cfiect of ungrammatical deliverances from the
desk., A supenntendent is often called upon to repre-
sent his school at public gatherings, and the character
of his speech often affects the idea of those whom he
addresses as to the educational standard of his teach-
ers, and of his school.

Business habils are also prominent in the ideal
superintendent, especinlly in his elaboration of a sys-
tem, and in the conduct of teachers’ meetings.

V.—PROMPTITUDE.

The fifth point, viz., ability to speak to teachers and
children publicly, and the exercise of quickness,
promputude and tact in the direction of the school
machinery has already been incidentally alluded to.
A slow superintendent should not be tolerated. Pro-
bably most of us have seen superintendents /ale at
school,—altogether oblivious of the clock,—nnging the
otder bell when it show/d not be rung, and forgetting to
ring 1t when 1t show/d be rumg, reading passages from
God's word foreign to the subject of the lesson, and
praying at inordinate length—the teachers conse-
quently fidgety and pulling out their watches, and the
little-ones playing, reading, or meditating in the land
of Nod. Now all this would aot év were the qualities
of quickness, promptitude and tact, possessed by the
superintendent. .

VI, FIRMNESS AND KINDXESS,

Firness of character, aimiability of \emperament
and kindness of heart ate 30 necessary, that | need
scracely do more than mention them. It will
uccur to some of the friends here, pethaps, that the
ideal superintendentenunld always be acceptible to
his teachers when free from the oobigations ef bus
ness life, 1€ he had a huuse, he would open it to his
teachers, and would encourage his teachers to open
theirs to others,

VIl SYMPATHY,

The seventh and last essential cannot be dispensed
with in the ideal we have before us.  He is sympa
thetic,  He weeps at the side of thelittle coffin, and
helps in strewing dowers over the sleeplog dust.  He
Jomsin the loud and merry laughter at the picnic, and
helps the fairy hands in the twining of wild flowers on
he heliside,

Our idzal ioves his Sabbath school with all the
wariith of his heart’s best love.  He clings about 1t
with ivy tenacity, and should death or circumstances
sever hun from ity the joy or the surtow would seveal
the proportions of his heart,

Next to the pastorate of a church, { Imow.of nu of
fice so impostant and responsible as that of supenn
tendent of a Sunday school ; and as sympathy and an
carnest desute to preach the Gospel are pre-eminently
essentials i the former, they are certainly not less su
in the latter. U our cars are attuned, we shall hear
the child in 1nnocent plezding ask, —

“ A foumain to wash in," whete isit? whatisit -
“A crop,” ‘who bore it? * Suffer hitle children to
conte unto Me,” who said 1t?  ‘The manger cradle,
he “gromth in wisdom and in stature,” the Iifg of
love and mercy, the tears of duk Gethsemane, the
cross, the tomb, the throne, what has all this to do
with me? Listen to this heart.cry, beethren, in the
toiiing.  ‘The ideal superintendent cannot help
listening; and he tells out of the fulness of his
heart the story again and again.  He thinks of, prays
fur,dreams of hisschool, Songs in the night break
upon his- ear: “[ hear thy welcome voice,” and
yonder, * Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole,”
and yet again, * Beautitul Zion built above.”
These are his “ votes of thanks,” for his life-work.
Well may such a superintendent say, when his -
utmphs and toils here are ended : “ 1 have finished the
work Thou gavest me to do.”

We now have our ideal—the picture is before us.
Let teachers help their superintendents in striving
to reach the ideal, in their endeavour to copy the
picture.

NEARER VIEWS OF GOD.

Humility and repentance are the result of large ac-
quaintance with God. Job said: “1 have heatd of
Thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye
seeth Thee.” It expresses two kinds of knowledge—
the one speculative, the other practical. He had for-
merly a distant and vague acquaintance with God,
without contemplating Hun by that faith “ which seeth
Him who is invisible.” He now had an intimate, a
deep and practical sense of God, very different from the
mere vague conceptions he had when heonly heard of
Him ; that knowledge which is practical, deep, inti.
mate, and profound. The two effects were humility
and repentance.  Humiility is produced by the sight
of His greatness, repentance by a knowledge of His
purity. [t is the union’of these that forms the idea of
God.—Robdert Hall,

TRE condition of the negro in the Southern States
is not improving. News comes all the while of bar-
barous, inhuman treatment of the blacks by the whites,
and the African exodus continues; and it seems as if
there was no power anywhere to remedy the evils
which exist.

I¥ a inan surrender himself to avarice, he provides
for a service that zaall increase in rigour aid pain
during his whole life. Each day will but add to the
intolerance with which he shall be ruled until no
faculty or sentiment of his nature will be free from the
revolting slavery.—United Presbylerian.

AT a conference held in the city of Sao Paulo
some months since, by the Presbyterian minmisters
who are labouring in Brazil, it was decided that the
Confession of Faith and the Book of Discipline and
Church Order be transiated into the Portuguess
language, with the view of their adoption by ali the
Presbyterian Churches of Brasil. . J
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