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Pastor and People.

THE CIl1Y OF GOD

Four square it lies, with walls of gleaming
pearl
And gates that are not shut at all by
day ;
Therc evermore there wings the storm
winds furl,
And night falls not upon the shining
way.
Up which by twos and threes, and in great
throngs,
The happy people tread, whose mortal
road
led straight to that fair home of endless
BONZS,
The city, beautiful and vast, of God.

Lye hath mot seen, ear hath not heard,
the joy,
The light, the bloom of that
dwelling place,
Where pralse is aye the rapturous em-
ploy.
Of those who there behold God’s
face.
Here, fretted by so many a tedious care
And bowed by burdens of the weary
road,
We can not dream of all the glory there,
in that bright city, beautiful of God.

sweet

loving

There some have waijted for our coming
long
Blown thither on the mystic
death,
They catch some fragments of our broken
SONg.
The while the eternal years are as a
breath.
There we shall go one gladsome
days,
And drop forever every crumbling load,
And we shall view, undimmed by earth’s
low haze,
The city, beautiiul and vast, of God.

tide of

day of

In that great city we shall see the King,

And tell Him how He took us by the
hand
,And let us, in our weakness, drag and
cling,
As children when they do not under-
stand,
Yet with the mother walk as night comes
on,
And wish that home was on some

* shorter road.
O, with what pleasure shall we look upon
Our Saviour in the city of our God!
--Margaret [, Sangster.

THE PRODIGAL SONS EPITAPH *

This is the Old Testament story of
the prodigal son. What you have in
the New Testament, set forth in wondrous
detaii by our Lord in His inimitable rtory
you have conidensed into this briel epitome
oi the experience of the man who wrote
the psalm. There, as here, you have the
history of a man who once lived, and of
whomn it is implied here, and expressed
there, that he wandered on the wrong
track; that he came to the end of that
—he came to himself, he wandered back
again. and brought himself into all tem-
poral and eternal blessing by his return.

It Is jut, I sometlmes think,what one
might have expected to be seen on the
headstone of the prodigal son after *he
died, and was buried. We hope he lived
long and did. well, and that in the end of
the.day he redeemed the follies and disas-

ters o the early part; then, at la:t, filled -

with years and honors, he lay down and
died. and was buried. ‘ Devout men car-
ried him to his burial, and made lamenta-
tiors over him;” and we will suppose
that, as they do in this country, theyput
up n headstone and inscription.” If so,I
cann¢l think of an inscription more sult-
" able than our present text. .

“1 thought on my ways.” The begin-
ninyg lies in serious thoughtfulness. Re-
ligion is not mhagie, it is mracle; butjt
18 nct jugglery, it is not witcheraft, it is
not being * hypnotized”; it 8 not any of
thewc things.© You never put your intel-
leet to a higher use than when you turned
its powers upon your own ways, enlight-
eneld by the surest guide, the Word of

- God. I rather fear that many people
think that, while you need to take your
intelleet with you when you go to hear a
lecture on philosophy or on science, you
can bring your addled head when JYou
come to hear the Gospel. Get rid of that
idea. Bring your best brains with you
when you come to hear God’s Word. . .

‘“1 thought,” that is the beginning;

’. From a sermon prea hed by the Rev. John McNeill, in
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to think for ourselves. Do not let me do
yous thinking sor you. No, no; 1t is not
1 thought on my sernon,” but I thought
on ay wiays.”  Ain Gou’s provideance 1 miLy
be a greav aelp to you, or 1 may not be,
bul he tlung nas to be done by your-
sewve.. Lt is your own soul thauv is the
is.ue at scake, and the thmking that will
save It mu.1 be dome by that sour’s pow-
ers themseives.

‘1 thought on my ways —a man who
thevgle sor hiwmsew, that was the begin-
nng with him o all his blessings. Are
You doug 1t ?  Ior there is an esgential
chougnues.ness in all our hearts, natur-
ally, as regards the Gospel. You will
gev men who sit under the best preaching
mteliectually, and irom the point oi view
ot ipterest and of power to awaken the
heart and the conscience and emotions,
and they sit, and they sit, and they grow
white, and they grow oud, and they d.e,
and leave no sign that ever onve they
were wakened up to think ior themselve:
about their eternal drut and destiny. ..

Whlie the stream o. the muni:ter’s ser-
mor is flowmg, the miill-wheel of your
thiuking is going; but, aiter the :ermon
stops, how long does the miit-wheel turn?
Wlhen the sluice is shut down, and the
miil head is turned oif, how long does the
miil go? Be.ore we get home, our thiuk-
ing mauchinery has come again to a dead
stiand.

Secondly, he teils us he thought about
hinself. . . To ourselves we ought to
be in every sen:e oi the term interesting
creutures. And this textv helps the preach-
er; it relieves him oi a great re.poasibliity
that ought never to be put on him. I do
not know your ways; you are a decp my. -
ter,y, to me. You do not know my ways.
1 can only see the suriace current, and
the winds that blow and curl and erisp
the water on the top of it; but of those
deep strong under-currents that flow
through what can I know ? Do not
expeci me to work miracles. 1 don’t know
your ways. I doa’t know the :ecrets that
tie within your ken, I: I did, God knows
I would use them; God knows 1 wouud
preach them to you. I would spread then
vut beiore you till your heart stood stili
with this thought: “God Almighty mu. t
have told that man all my ways.” ..

Two or three channels into which we
may run our jndependent thinkng : Who
am 1? Where am [? Where am I going?
All that is covered by the expression
*“ thirking of one’s ways..” Who am 1?
The Bible and my own conscience give
the only and the sure answer to thatques-
tion. What is man? Avk philosophy,
ask science, and, to their infinite shame,
they arc not quite sure whether we are
gradually developed, not yet perfectly de-
veloped monkeys —or donkeys, maybe;
they don’t know which, nor whether we
are going up or back. They have not
made up their minds yet. Between my
tinger and thumb (when holding a few
leaves of God’s Book) there is what is of
more value, as a contribution to that
A B C question, *“ Who am I?” than is
coutuineu in all thatv ever the philosophers
wrote, either ancient or modern. God’s
Word say.: (ny own conscience rings re-
spourive 1o it) I am an immortal soul.
God bieathed iato our nostrils the breath
o. life and man became a living soul.
There is in us a spark of God’s own Kkin-
dling, and God shall die the day 1 die.
That is to say, I shall never die—never
never. My body goes dowan,, but, my body
is not I any more than my coat is I. I
can do without one. I can do without
the other. The old heathen po>t was
far ahead of some ol the.e modern ones
wher he said, ** Non omnis moriar” (“I
shail not all die”). . Th.nk o! it. Born
neveir, never to go out ol conscious exist-
ence. You know what Christ said about
one unturned sinner. The only thing
Christ eould think of was, “ Good had it
been for that man had he never been born”
A good, alas! that could never, never,
come his way ;*for he had been born.

Whene am I going ? The Bible tells us
more than the vague word “ eternity.”
The Bible tells us where we are going. . .
We must all appear—put in an appearance
beiore, the judgment-seat of Christ. . . -
You and I must take our turm to drift
across the blinding blaze of light that
streams from the judgment-seat of Christ.
We must, like specks in the sun, take our
turn of appearing in front of the judgment
seat of Christ to be inter-penetrated, to
be shot through andsthrough with that
piercing light_ that will discover every-
thing. . .We are. golng to meet Jesux,
and yet while I gspeak the hearts of some
of you h cringe with fear or turn
away wi aversion. You do not like
Jesus ! Man, your hell has begun in that
feeling ; know what your hell willbe. You
do not like Jesus; God grant you may
get put right to-night, so that . the
judgment day may have no terror for you,
and that the judge may be your friend.

That is what I am trying to do—so to
fill your soul with the image of Him, and
the iden of Him, and the presence of your
Saviour, a really human being, and yet
God—having @ name like you, a being
like you, and a personality as you have;
not a mere myth or a phantom, but Christ
Jesus. who lives, who loves, who wept,
who dled, who rase, who is coming again.

Missionary TWorld.

OUR FOREIGN MISSIONS, 1843 AND
1893.

RY GEORGE SMITH, LL.D.

From the Free Church of Scotland
Monthly we take the following interest.
ing and timely article :

The foreign missionary enterprise now
carried out by the Free Church of Seot-
land, began in Airica in 1821, and in In-
dia in 1822, whea the old historic Church
of Scotland had not become a missionary
Church. 1. The Glasgow Missionary So-
ciety sent out M. R. Thomsoa and John
Benaje in 1821 to Kafraria, and John Ross
in 1828 John Ro s remained, till his
death in 1878, the i{ather of our Afriean
h{isalons, leaving as his legacy his two
sons, Bryce Ross, D.D., and Richard Ross,
M.A., still in the ifeld, though the latter
is about to be succeeded by his son Brown-
lee Ross, M.A. 2. The year a.ter, the
Edinburgh or Seottish Missioaary Soecl-
ety. which since 1796 has been working
in West Airica, sent out the young High-
land oficer and son of the manse, Donald
Mitchell, as the iirst Scottish missionary
to India. He was followed by John Coop-
er, of the Secession Church ; by Joha Ste-
vensoa, D.D., who became a (:hnplulﬂ o!
the Established Church; by Alexander
Crawiord, whose health soon failed ; by

James Mitchell, Robert Nesbit, and John -

Wilson, D.D., who in 1835, became mis-
sionaries oi the Church of Septland, and
in 1843 o/ the Church of Scotland T'ree.
3. In 1829, the General Assambly of the
Chureh o! Scotland seat out to Calcutta
the 1irst missionary appoiated by it asa
Church, Alexander Du.f, D.D., thus, after
a whole generatiou, atoning ior the faith-
lessness of the majority of the General

Assembly  of 1796, and justifying the

prote:i o Dr. Lrskine, and the evan-
gelical minority in  that Year. The
Kaflr  Mirsion founded in 1821, lo-
caliy- kept jubllee in 1871 in South
Alrica. The  jubilee of the Indian

Mission, aetually founded in 1830 by Alex-
ander Du:f, who survived to 1878, was
observed in Scotland by order o’ the Gen-
eral Assewmbly o! 1879, when the capital
cunmt ol £5,600 was reised as the nucleus
of a supplementary susteatation fund for
the native pastors of its India congre-
gations.

Since 1830 continuity has marked the
missionary history. I'a 1843, all the
thirteen missionaries—twelve ordained,
and one a teacher, aiterwards ordained—
and all the comverts. leaving omly the
buildings and endowments, created chiefly
by themselves, continued to carry out the
commission iirst givea to Alexander Dufi
in 1829 for Bengal, to Jaohn Wilson and
Robert Nesbit in 1835 ior Bombay, and
to John Amnderson in 1837 for Madras. In
1844, the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, Free, added to these
the Nagpoor Mission ia Central India un-
der Stepherl” Hislop, and took over hali
of the Kafir Mizsion in South Africa, the
other hali going to the United Presby-
terian Church of Scotland. As in Scot-
land, the Disruptioa was the greatest
Home Mission movement of the century,
adding to the 222 gxtenslon churches or-
ganized chiefy by Chalmers, at a cost of
£100,00€, churches which now number
about 1,100, -o it proves to be the first of
the two greatest Forelgu Mission revivals
of the :ame period, the other being that

of 1858 which followed the Indian Mu- -

tiny, the first return of David Livingstone
after crossing the coatinent of Africa, and
the opening up of Japan and China,
The 1ast General Assembly, moved by
gratitude to God for the success of the
Foreign Missions, and 'or the pledging
of their services as missionarles of sixty-
four students, spontaneously invited from
its members a special thank-oifering dur.
ing this jubllee year of the Chureh, to be
applied to the work of the IForeign Mis-
sions Committee, of the Livingstone Mis-
sion, of the Ladies’ Soclety, and of the
Committee for the Conversion of the Jews.
The amount of the thank-offering was to
be reported to the Assembly in the

.rica,
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eourse of its session, but the fund will be
open for the receiving of contributions ai-
ter it rises.

The largest sum raised by the old his-
toric Charch oi Secotland, after Dr.
Du’f personal efforts for neariy five yeni8
was not above £8,000 in the year bz'ore
the Disruption. The Church o: Scotland,
Free, began In 1848, with only £327 iD
its treasury to support tulrteen mission-
aries, their iamilies and the native assist-
ants, and to build and equip colleges,
schools, and native churches. Such was
the loyalty to Christ of that generation
of its members, and such the catholic sym-
pathy ol evangelical Christians in India
(led by Sir Willlam Muir), in America, and
other lands, that the India Misslon start-
ed almost full-fledged as to the finance,
0o less than as to the spiritual sta.f of
missfonarizs and converts. These ity
years have seen the pre-Disruption £8,000
incres ed to £13,483 in 1814344, and now
to upwards o!f €108,000 a year from all -
sources, of which £18,209 alpne is from
the collections o! communicants in Scot-
land. The missions possess sums amount-
inx to about £142,000, eapitalized chiel-
ly by the doner: to endow certain sta-
tions ‘and meet the repair o! buildings,
besides annual endowments o at least
ten missionaries’ salaries. This Is exclu-
sive of the eapital of the missionarles’ part
of the Widows’ and Orphans’' Fund.

Of the sum of £108,004 raised and
spent jlast year on the missions, two-
thirds were irom Scotland and one-third
from the countries in which the mission-
aries labour. The personal staf{ of 13
India miselonarles in May, 1843, has in-
creased in May, 1893, to 153 mea and
wemen ordajined, wmedical, nand unordained,
sent out from Scotland, besides a noble
band o. 43 missionarles’ wives. The whole
sta.l of Christian agents, Scottish and
native, is 975,+0r nearly as many as the
congregations of the Church in Scotland.
The.e arc at work in India, South Arabia,
and Syria; in Cape Colony, Natal, and
British Central Africa; and in the New
Hebrides group in the Paél:ic Ocean.

In ‘the year ending 31st March last,
the whole sum raised and spent by the
I'ree Chureh oi Scotland on misgions 10
the Hindus, Parsees, and Mohammedans
ol Asia, and to the fetish-worshippers of
Airica and the Islands of the South seas,
was £108,004, 18s. 114d.

Never before have our missionaries been
privileged to admit to the Chureh of Christ
80 many adults from the dark races as
1,002 iy the twelve months, besides 917
children Laptized. Most hopeiul of all 18
the fact that the year closed with 2,909
catechumens under training for baptism-
At our six colleges in I'ndia and South Af-
riea, and 8335 schools, 8o many as 24,641
were eurolled, and 21,957 were -un-
der dally Bible and cecular instruc-
tion. The year was one of village move-
meit. towards Christianity, and only the
first-fruits of a great: harvest had' beep
reaped, alike among the aboriginies Of
Santalia, thé Pariahs of Madras, and the
Bantu peoples of Central ani South Al
On its first jubilee, which is €0D"
temporaneous with the opening of the, Sec
cnd moders missionary century, the'Sp“"t
plaivly salth to the Church ; **Behold
I have set belore thee an opea door, and
no man can shut it” (Rev. iii. 8).

A young womam who was trying to 0T
gamize a boy’s mission band, asked a friend
to use his Influence in-~ interesting
his ‘younger bLrother. He replied : “OM
you women must do the mission band
work, but we men give ‘the money. The
Church to which this young man helong®
Lodsts & new stained glass WiD;
dow costing $1,500.00, while its apnud’
record for 1892 shows the foreign mI8
siomary collection to be more theu $500;,
Have we gragped the Master’s thought f©
His Church, or felt His great longio®
for the world.

What s the opium traffic? TFor the
last ten years the average amount 1?0_
opium sent from India to China, and t
Straits Settlements has been 90,00
chests, each chest coutaining 140 poun’
weight :0f the drug. All this opiu ol
carefully prepared to suit the tastes the
the comnsumers, and so to minister tO
‘“opium habit.’’ o



