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The 101,j,,t j b. . î.t ibaBioc Monday deparnient
th.1 t3ecri t %Vider LILrUI.aOltîoi tiita i sai have in a1unaga-
ztne reid tiîauiy by aa às. lib depattiientis nmade up ai
tderical atiet-dotes .andl ofspti. iteî,s ofthet"Meanest larish-
mner- and tht " Illest Ilarahiuner, As aîue the specu-
mencs aifllest Parîs.hioners mue goind ilunuigl we tliuk we
coulid enter ont ai in ,.dlLd.,paisIîioners wbo couil
casily hlad tiîeir owi with an>'îh ai the e J'.,/c'.,lias yei pro-
dîiced. Soine ai the speLiiiens oai Meae.îct ]l'aisihîoners"
are ahsolutely unique. Wie thouglit sue hll heard ni santie
pretty tougli cases in Caniada butive neyer lutard ai mare
than aile case tîîat for unalloyed meanness cames up ta mnîy
oi thie exanîptes given iii thetR~'c' We intendcd ta enter
aur case in tht coîîpetition but uve weakeuîed. Our eniry
wauid have had a pon chance anud %e dan't like ta set Ci-
ada beatetu on aîîy kiîid ai a field.

Saîîebody uîay say that getting oni specimiens afIl Mean-
est Paishioners Il is taking, a uxîtan advaitage nf people.
WVhy nat îublislu a few specînieris aofîeanest parsoîîs? Cen-
tainly that void be a good thing lu dIo. The pansons wbo
are net meati svauld gain more iban any othier class by having
the îeau untes pilloried. A specutixeu or twa ai the Ilwarst
sernian ' anîd thetIIwarst ýspeech "wauld do gaod. A pen
and in], picture ai thetIlgreatest bore" in the Genenal
Asscmiy iîghî serve as a deternent. Aîybody capable ai
doing the woitz un a lîvely v.ay caui have iis coluni fon a
sketch oi the îvorst sermion or thet uarst speechl or the worst
aryîiing an the cieical sitle. Meantime we prescrnt a few
specimeis 01 the inîe.îesi p.uî îsnîner frein the Rcviecr?.r
appalling liai. 'Tie irst wvil ,nterest lady missianary collec-
tans. A wtalhy menîber of tht Chtrcb sauid flot gisve a cent
fon missions. Tht ladies deteriiîîe ta gel soinetbing. One
ai theni visited hir anc day aid lie beat a reineat ta tht
haro. Tht lady iollawtd bini and he capitulatcd, agreeing
ta give a cbicken. Here is tht rest ef the story :

AIl i ight,' said he; there art! my clicks. Ketch one, and
.Oh, no," said the lady, Il I wihi rnet catch thie chieken. I can-

nai do il any way. l'ont must do il for ue."
Toget ri ai her he ai latit sowiy and waîb înuch impatience cap-

tured a chicken-the %votst of the bruad il ;s nieisste~t say-and,
tving ilis legs togtthen, tlirew ilit muthe lady s carniage.

Thie success of the visit was of course epread ail throtugh the
congregatian in leks han twelve hours. *'ie socty met aid %'îewed

.hechicenr. Alten suemn deliberatiun iti was dcetermiied lu keep
the bird alive and seli the eggs ut shauld lay furthie beneiit tif tht
cause oi missions.

Aller a tew wecks, wlien the hen liadt industriausly laid a good
number oifegw, whicui hadl, by sale, cantrihuted woniily ta tht
treasury, tht danar ai the fowl learned liow tht ladies wtre cultiva-
ting bis original ffift. lit ai once sepaiied ta the bouse ai the lady
ta wluom tht tawl had been entrustcd, anud, cbokiog witb indignation,
demaiidcd that lit reccive the price ai tht eggs thtelien bad laid-
snce he had given the chcken aid uothng more. If this does not
discover tht acme aifnieanness, uhere shailutl bctaund ? I vouch for
the tiuîhftlîess ut ibis incident.
lu svould be interesting ta know what denominatioa that
specimen heloîged tn. His shrewdness in thinking about
tht eggs wauld aimost prove that be %vas a Scotch Presby-
terian, but is failune ta stand ire il sîead ai running ta the
barn works sonewbat against that theary. If a Pesbyterian,
il wauhd he a relief ta know thai he bas jained sei bter
dcnonîination. His is one ai thase cases in wbacb it is "'more
blesscd ta give than ta receive."

Thene îced flt be any dnuht about tht denemiration ta
wvhich iis next specin h elonged. Tht ternis -offi-
ciai nienîber " and " Brother " tell the tale as well as tht
translation iusei1

An oId officiaI i enîter au n ni ni> charges sul!turcie$20
toward iatr's saiary fan his lio.ueold, ive of whîui u mm
1,enrs. ile Ihall a vety fine prnluerîy and sas called a liera umari.
'lawand th aliulays ilite ladies îlkcd aifniaking the uasiarle wife :a
prescuit ai a sewing machine. Brother C. 1)1upasetl ta the ladies that
îhry hbey ainahui machine that lie bh a i hat purîmse, be tIcilehemi
have il for $zo. Thcy l,,aked au is machinue, and decidcd hat il
was net worih moret ilari$ta, and andered a nrw one. Of course,
te uatirr was li- a secret.. rother C. saw the pasr's wie,
uahied lad limes, tic., and îroîîosed ta sell1lber is old sesing machine
for $2o, io he credited an lis subseriptiori. The good uunan,
krtowiig nothîng ai the incîdecî Christmas prescrnt, and ibini.g il
betr te take thee ahi machine than noting, -tccepted tht offet. lHe
rushed the machine op ta tht parsonage, %-her tac upues a place
yt, thaiugli il haî neyer lcen run slce we liadil , and 1 wotuid sril
t for $5. 1 have been thialing iant i case of Buthet C.'a dlcalb,
1 would senti tht machine ta thc ccmecty anud erectili over is
grave.

Oi course this sewîng machine brathuen sas a Methodist.
I'assihIV he may i limes have laîîented tht coldness of
the Ilresbyteriaîi Cbunch. No doubt he many a lime saîd
tbat teCnlvinistic systeni was very injuriaus te man's best
aituersts-ila.de bum a kiîd aifumachine, se ta speak. Tht
worst case, hawever, is yeî ta came.

An tînioranate pansais who had suiiered train that feanlul
brourge, îyphaid lever, ivites ;

Wt wcat iv'ilg ina sMal Western Par:li I liad iteeri ick lotur
or huve weeks suili yphotd lever ; %çife, thyscians, ancti rieîds werc
holîing against hopc for my rccavery-. Thetlarder was îearly emupiy
ini the parsariage, tlie salary being gicatly in arrears. Suspecing
tiis laci, sy:npatiing Itiends, net menîberb ai tht Churcli, madecup
a puise for imnnediatt reli. Thiîs roney was put iio tht hands of
a1 nember oi the Church, wth instructions te tz1l: il ta the Pasto's
wifc; lie, insîead, put tht sainie iio tirwn poî.ket, aid said noth.
ing about i for three wccke 33Y ilis tunte I was coivalesen aid
teginning ta ventunt aut.oi.uioars aàile, wlueriIbis brothler chanccd
ta cati, and in tht convers-ation which ioltawcd casually remariced that

TIHE CANADA PRESBYTERTAN.

bc Lad reccived a small suni ai money for nie (nandirg the aniaunt) at
day or two vrevious, for which, if it were acreealîle ta mne, hie woild
bring wîuîuc. Ieing a man ai peace, 1 consented ta tht arrange-
nment. Ili brouigbi the wood, chatging nme <fty cents more pet cord
ior it than the market ptice. If any clergyman tver Yad a Mearier
parishioner than this one, he hias my sincerest s)nmpatluy.
This madel treasurer aid cord-waod man was undouhtedly
an Episcripalian. The entry is clcarly made by an Episc&-
palian minister because no othen ninister on tbis cantinent
uses the word Ilparisb " but an Episcopalian. No doubt the 1
liera of this transaction bad a supreme diglîke ta dissenters.
Of course bie chanîpiancd the Historie Episcopate eve n wben
be was hatiling ini tîat curdxwood. In titis wood transactionî
be scarcely treatcd the local successor ai the Apasties îith 1
becnnîîng respect.1

Sonte day soon wc tway take a few mare speciens rani
the Re-vie-w. Of course wc shall give saine specimens ai
the Best P'aistioner ta contras- with tue mean ones.

LA TES T PROU RONAA.

Mr. Hamilton Cassels, Convener ai tbe Fareign Mission
Conîaîittee, lias kindty torwardcd the following letter, just
received, beaning date Tienisin, I)ccember 3, 1891î:

1 have reccived a telegrani train the interior infornîing us
tliat ail is quiet trn Hsin-chen, and that 1nîay now return iromi
Tienisin, where 1 have been staying at the Coosu's rcrîuest
tilt such satisiactory ward sliould came. No particulars are
given ini the telegran, but presuaîably the local authanities
have ai iength taken action wih a view ta aur presenit and
tutuie saicty. This wl likely bave been due ta tht special
despatch tram tht Viceroy Li, wlich our Consul litre sa
promîptly sccured !or us.

In the meantime iresh cause ior alanm bas arisen in con-
necuion with tht generai situation in China. Wbhen youir
cablegrani caine tbree weeks aga asking Mr. Ilastwick ta
Il warn " us and I urge retîrement ta the coast if necessary,"
nat a cloud was ta be seen an tht horizon ini any direction;
and we therefore cancluded that your solicitude on aur ac-
caunt had been caused by imperfect or inaccurate reports in
the newspapers. Whether this was sa orn fot, tht clouds are
naw gathering thick and fast, for rebelian has braken outinii
the Narth. Tht first city captured by tht însurgents-Ch'ao-
vang in Manchuia-is a place where M. Parker, ai tht Lon.
don Mission, bas been stationed, aid tears are entertained
that bie bas been killed, tbough nothîng is positîvely known.
ltis only a yean strnct be came ta China. We Canadians teed
particular anxiety about him, as lie studicd fan a white in tht
Presbyienian College, Monîreal, aid six of aur number met
hlm lbere only a couple ai months aga. No one, ai course,
knaws wbereunto tbis movement mnay graw ; but i is under-
stood that the mperial forces are being sent ta the scene of
disturbance, andi that extra gun-boats have beco called for by
tht foreign Consuls liere. Severai uissianary families air-
rived unden miiitary escent last wtek wha have been turned
out ai their station near the Great Wal an account ai danger.
ous proximity ta tht rebels. These are said ta be massed in
thausands just outside tht famous IlMyniad Mile Wall."

Tht British Consul, M. Brennan, tainks that we will be
undisturbed in Honan ; and 1 propose, therefore, with bis full
approval, ta returnaini tht course oh a day or îwo. 1 shail have
to go averland by cari, as the river is now frozen up. IlPray
that your flîglit be flot in winîer "' bas special signiicance
ta us aI a tie lîke ibis. Eeen i favourabie wcathcn, aven-
land travelling is very trying, especially for ladies, but il is
much mare so wben tht cold weather sets in. Conseqîrently,
1, witb reluctancz, Icave Mrs. MacVucar on tht coast. Should
necessity arise for us ta abandon aur stations in tht interiar,
M. Ilostwick will telegraph ta a point net far frainiP'ang
Chuang, and thus word will reach us quiiker than by tht
ordinary couier service.

And now I take upon myseli ta tbankyvou and the Fareign
Mission Conmitte, in the naine ai tht Presbytery ai Hanan,
for the thoughtfuh concern for aur saiety evîdenced ini your
cablegrani, and ta assure yau of aur îhoraugh sympathy wth
tht sentiment ai an aid missianary who wrate saininoîths
agao. IlMaoy ai us are ini inland bttions where we cari bave
no Europeaui protection, but He wha pile,! tht mountain!; and
speaks in the thuxder-the almigbîy God-is aur detence,
campared wiîb whonî a fleet ai ironclads is no marc than a
bondie ai ilrecrackers." VYours sincerely,

J. H. MACVICAR.

71/REE DE VO TED CHRISTIA.S.

MNatvcl flot iual 1 laid tinta ithet, Ve muist bcb hrn again.
l'hi wind boweth where it listcîh. and thon lhearesi the sOund

thereai, but caîst flot tell whence iî comeih, and whither i gcth;
sa is every ane that is harnofa the sPiit.-Jabns iii. 7, S.

Paul lays clown tht saint doctrine i many ai bis writings,
especîalv in Galatians i. 12.

Withiî tht period et about a year ibere have departed
tram %bis worin h iis Dominion, three cinent aid devaîed
Christian nen-eininent for their Christian lives and con-
duct.

ht bas been on m mind ion sanie turne ta write a short
accauti their conversions ta a beic that Christ was tht
"lChrist af God,» and 1 bave put the above verses at the
head ai ibis article because their conversions remhnd one of
their truth. 1 know ai no verses mare sublime, reîigiously
mysteriaus, than they are. Tht occasion ai their utterances
-the conversation betwcen tht two eminent persans, the aie

(Fnutuhlty 3rd, tbrz

the God.nîan, the other tri educated, devoted J'harisec-
an'ious te cone ta a knowledge of the truth, anxixius ta know
wbether there was beyond this lite another ilt eternial arod
holy. Thet ime, the sulent night, the two ail alone-ali coin.
bined strike the saut with solcmrn îhoughts, with ereat spirittial
importance. They show tbat there la a way ut spitituat con.
version, an unseen spirits movemient, and influence, which
affect meni wbo are deeply desîrous of knowing the truth,
tram the eternal world, emaiatng tram God, ontv knoni
and feit by those wha are the privileged recipients ofi t.

The three dear Christian meni ai wbom 1 riti about ta :,.y
a few words, now 1 belleve, li a spiritual patadise, are the
late Major John Oldrighi, of the Sist Bjritish Regîrnent ; the
late Walter Mackenzie, of this city, late Clcrk ai the County
Court of the County of \Yorkj and the late Lord Ceci) who
was drowned at Napane ii 1890.

1 had the pleasure, Christian pleasuire, ai being weli
acquainted with the twa first, and ai many conversations wîîh
them. With Lard Cccil 1 was neot personally accuainted, but
have heard niany things about bis Christian character, his
inanner af conversion, bis devoted lite as a Christian, bis love
for bis divine Master, aur blessed Saviour. What 1 know of
them ieads tie ta believe in the truth ai these x&rds of Christ
in the third chapter ai John. These three mcen forsook the
vanities of this ice, saw the preciouisness ai anather hite given
by God thraugh Jesus, and whilst stil inii thts world were nnt
ni the world, but their lives were hid wth Christ in CGod.
ILiks, itl, the great apostle ai the Gentiles, their spirits l'ad
bet aouched by the Spirit of God, and tuiey btltvtd 1in thiýst
nighty, thase truthiul, ytt awful, words ai St. Paul as spoken
chapter V., 2nd Corinthians : I"For we knaw that if aujr
earthlv hause ai this tabernacle were dissalved, we have a
building of God, a bouse net made with bands, eternal in the
heavens." And agaun ini those equally higb and precioiu
truths contaïned li the words ai aur dear and beioved St. Pau),
wbasc soul glawed with Iodpe for bis Master, contained ini the
eigbtb chapter ai Romans. " There is therciore naw no con.
demnation ta tbem which are ini Christ jesus who walk not
ater the flesb but ater the Spirit."

Ail truc Christians believe ini the utterances ini these two
chapters, and 1 know that ail three oi these men did so.
Major Oldright died in October ast, near Halifax, trtjsting in
Jesus, wbam he had faithfully served niany years, at the
advanced age ai ighty-nine, baving been canvcrted when a
saldier ini the IBritish army, ai the age ai about twenty, and
he neyer forsook bis lave for Christ, but folawed on the mys.
teriously given spirit, ever trustirug, ever believing, ever
prcacbing and exharting athers ta fllaw as he did, until Lis
devoted saut took its flight ta God. He was in the habit o(
preaching ta varîousgraups ai anxious souls for manyveyars,
and up ta withun four years ai his death. He did su near
Halifax for over twenty years. Ht was not a preachtr a(itt
the manner of the preachers ai the warld, ini churches,
but was a preacher in the secret Church af Christ, hidden
with God. Ht was a private Chtistian gentleman, txerm*
plary, truc ini bis profession as a soldier and afficcr, and
truc in bis familv lite ind worldly example ta bis fellow men
whom hc loved, whom ht loved ta set turn Ia Chist, ana
niany ai wbam, ini bis long lite, be was the humble instru.
mecnt -in turning ta a belief in the Gospel oi Christ.

There are scattered throughaut tht world many ai whonu
1 have oten met) the mast devotcd and loveable Chnistians,
belonging ta tht secret spiritual Cburch, flot sean by the apen
worid, but known ta the Lord jesus as His laved unes, and of
tbis number wcre Major Oldwrigbt, Walter Mackenzie and
Lord Cccil, and niany others araund the wide world. They
are called by the world Plymouth bretbren, and aiten spoken
agaunst by those wba do not know their worîh. I bave
attached myself ta an arganized Church-much ai my lite to
the Preshyterian and sainie part af early life ta the Episcapal
Church ai England-over both ai wbich there are knawn
ordained iuinisters, and could neyer set that it was niai riglxî
and believe it is rigbt. Yet 1 cannaI say that those ivho
choo.se ta worship in snriait communities withouî an ordained
priesthood are wreîg and neot accepted ci God. Tht Old and
New Testament Scriptures would warrant us i believing thai
God, aur living Gad, sa preciaus ini aur minds ini Hîs haly
qualities, will accept of any mian or wonnan who *orshipi
Hlim ini spirit and ini îruih. This doctrine is clcaily hcld or
set forth ini the Book ai job, ini the calai Abrahami, and in
tht dialogue betweet' Christ and the wamnan at J acob's welI.
in Samaria. Indecd ibis is Christ's doctrine as given ta Nico.~
demus. As above spoken ai, Major Oldright was ai greait
benefit ta the soldiers in bis regiment, many cf wbomn turnea
ta Christ no doubt by bis example. He preached up ta wiîhin
a few Vears ai bis death ta select companies af friends, and~
tormenly (some îwenty add years aga) in Taronto. Hundred4
pcrhaps thousands, are now enjoyinlg Christian light thraugb
his preachinZs ini Canada.

The late Walter Mackenzie was once a very worldly ni,
very well educated, admitted as a barrister ta the Ontario Bar,
but never practised law, acting for averiforty vears ini Toronto

1as a faithiul, painstaking Clerk af tht Caunîy Court ai the
County af Yark e.H was cannected with a mlitary fannili
and maried ita a military family. Ht was a iost genîlc*

Lmanly, amiable, lavable mna, the pink of honour, loyalty and
nianhood. Ht did flot think at first, for over a generatiolu,'
that Christianity was so deep a thing as he did li later yeaus.

Flie was long atîached ta tht Episcopal English Church and
worshipped in it. Later on be thought it tuorarinlt sui-
flciently spiritual, and joined the ccninunity of Chtistias
called, as 1 have said, Il Chrisji4n Brethren,'" or Il<Nymouih


