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school, as well as the one on  Upper College Street, of which
1 will presently speak, and the one on Bloor Street, spoken of
In my last letter, are remarkably well managed and were very
civil to me,

ERSKINE CHURCIH SUNDAY SCHOOL.
again is nearly opposite the Beverley school, of which I have
before spoken on my letters, numbering between 200 and
300 children, a large mission school bemg attached and
taught on William Street by Mr Yellowlees.

ST, STEPHEN'S ENGLISH CHURCH,

Going from the standpoint from which 1 started a quarter
of a nule up College 5t, 1 found the very large Sunday school
attached to this congregation, Rev. Mr. Broughall, minister.
It was visited by me last year and this year, numbering over
600 children with Bible classes—now occupying a fine new
brick school. It has a staff of intelligent teachers.

CHARLES DURAND.
July 8, 1889,

A SONG OF DEGREES.

MR. EpiToR,—Your * Watch Tower” of this week cone
tains an item so nusleading and mistaken in its character that
1 beg leave to make a short correction. [t refers to the
“Chicago College of Science.” Of the * Correspondence
Unwversity " I know little, but the College of Science 1sa
reputable institntion, regularly chartered by the Legisiature.
of the State of Illinois. Itisin no sense a “degree factory,”
or “diploma mill” Inthe faculty are such namesas Rev.
J. G. Evans, D.D., L.L.D., ex-president of both Chaddock and
Hedding Colleges, Professor of Mental and Moral Science ;
Rev. EliMcClish, D.D., president Grand Praine Senunary ; Dr.
E. de St Giles, late of Racine College ; Professor Duff Porter,
editor Mining Reviewv, and many others,, none of whom would
lend their names to any bogus scheme.

As to degrees, Ph. D., Sc.D. etc., are gianted only to
graduates of reputable instituttons who pass satisfactory
cxaminations in long and thorough course of post graduate
work and present satisfactory theses. M.D. 1s not conferred,
but young men completing a prehinunary course in medicine
are certified to the regular medical colleges. Felluwships
(F.C.C.S.) are not conferred upon persons who think they
have the requisite attaimments, and make apphication, but
upon college graduates in professional life who pass an
examination of fifty test questions upon vanous hterary and
scientific subjects.

Degrees obiained by honest work, covering from one to
four years’ study n the Chicago College of Science, are fully
as valuable as those obtained through some influential friends
importuning some board of trustees, especially when said
importunity is backed by a *donation,” as 1s often the case.

SJune 29, 1889, JusricE.

NANSEN'S EXPEDITION ACRUSS GREENLAND.

Dr Fridtjof Nansen, whow daring expedition across
the inland ico of Greenland excites so much well merited
admiration, gis es the follawing description of his dangerous
trip:—

 In the beginning of May, 1588, myself and the com-
panions whom | had selected, lieut. Dietrichson, Capt.
Sverdrup, Mr. Christinnsen, and the Lapps, Samuel Balto
and Ole Ravno, were ready to leave Christiania. Afler
having reached Scotland, we sailed on the Danish steamer
Thyra for lIceland, whence the Norwegian sealer Jason
took us across Danmark Strait to the east coast of Green-
land. The Jason is & wooden steamer with full rigging,
She is built for navigation in the ico-covered polar scas.
Her bow is strengthened in order to withstand the heavy
pressure of the ice sotting along the east coast of Greonland.
1 hoped to find the ice sufticiently loose to permit us to
reach the mainland by means of boats in the beginuing of
June. On June 11 we sighted the coust north of Ang-
magsalik, where Capt. Holw's expedition wintered in
1884-85. We approached the land to within forty wiles,
but here our progress was stopped by the ice. As it
seemed to ftill the sea ag far as the coast, [ did not feel
Jjustitied in an attempt to forcoa landing. For this reason
we stayed on the Jason, which went sealing in Danmark
Strait. After the sealing was finished—about the middle
of July—we approached the coast of Greenland for a
second time. At this season tho belt of ice was not Ly
any means as extensive ag it had been in June. On.July
17 we approached Angmagsalik to within twelve miles,
but we wére again arrested by & heavy pack. As 1 sup-
posed that wo chould bo unable to approach any nearer the
coast, I resolved to leave the steamer, and to attempt a
lauding. We left the Jason with two boats, which were
about twenty feet in length., Besides the boats, we carried
a tent, two sleeping-bags mado of deer-skin, and five long
and narrow sledges for carrying provisions, ammunition,
instruments, etc.

“In the heginning we made fair progress, as the ice
was sufficiently loose to permit our Loats to pass botween
the floes. Eventually wo had to cut off a projecting point,
but_no serious obstacles wero met with, At a few places
we had to drag the boats over a flos, but our progress
warranted the hope that we would reach the mainland on
the following day.” The farther we progressed, however,
the closer the ice was packed, and the oftener the boats
had to be dragged over the ice;: On one such occasion one
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of our boats was atove., Sho was unloaded ns quickly as
possible, and the necessary ropairs were made.  ‘Thus four
hours were lost.  When we were ready to start, wo found
the ice so closely packed that we had to drag tho boats
continually. Travelling waa made still more diflicult when
heavy showers of rain set in.  We were thoroughly tived
out, and it was necessary to encamp on the ice in order to
regain strength to await the loosening of the pack. While
we were cucamped, the current carried the ice rapidly
southward, and the distance to the coast was rapidly
increasing.  Whon it cleared up again, we discovered that
we were ubout fifteen wiles south of Sermilik Fiord.  Wa
cndeavoured to reach the coast; but travelling was ex

tremely diflicult, as the ice consisted of small and closely
packed tloes,  Busides this, the current continued to carry
uy southward, antl it scemed that the distance which
separated us from the const was continually increasing.
Thus thoe day was spent.  ‘The weather was fair, but the
current thwarted all our endeavours. At one time we
were close to the shore; then the carront carrvied us far
out into the sen, and wo felt the heavy swell of the ocean.
Oune night, when sleoping in our tent, we folt o heavy
swoll, aud the swall tlos an which we had pitched our teat
was subjected to heavy pressure,  On the next morning
wo saw that the tloe was cracked near onr camp, and that
we wero close to the edge of the pack near the open sea,
The bouts were mude ready, and preparations were made
to leave the ice. At night wo had approached the edge of
the pack still moro closely. The sea washed over our floe,
the sizo of which was rapidly decreasing.  We knew what
was Lefore us.  In order to be ready to take up the strug-
gle with full strength, I ordered everybody to turn in.
Sverdrup was ordered to watceh, aud to call all hands when
it should Lo necessary to leave the floe.  Sverdrup, how-
aver, did not call us, and when we arose on the next
worning we heard the breakers at o long distance.  During
the night our lloe had been so close to the sca that one of
our hoats was threatened by the waves ; but all of a sudden
it was drawn townrds the land, and entered the pack-ice.

* After a fow days the current carried us so close to
tho land that we were able to rench the coast. On July
29 we went aghore near Anoritok in 61° 30 north latitude.
During our twelve days’ stay on the ice, we were carried
southward sixty-four miles. On the wholo the weather
had been fair.  Now we were on shore, but far southward
from the point where 1 had hoped to reach Greenland, and
where | intended to begin my jonrney inland, Therefore
we had to go northward along the coast, as 1 was unwill-
ing to chango my plans,

“ We started on the journey along the const in the best
of spirits,. Whenover the ice was too close to the shore,
we had to cut our way by means of axes, and we succeeded
in making slow progress. On July 30 we passed the
glacier Puisortok, which is so much feared by the East
Greenlanders,  On a point at the north side of the glacier
wo fell in with o party of natives who had visited the west
const on a trading excursion. ‘This party, who were
travolling in two women's boats, had mot another party
travelling in two hoats, who were going southward on n
visit to the west coast. Wo pitehed our tent alongside
their camp, paid them a visit, and were kindly received.
Un the nest day we travelled 1in company with the first
party northward, and reached the island of Ruds. The
Areenlanders let us take the lead, in order to make use of
the clefr water made by our boats. In the afternoon rain
set. in.  The Eskimo pitched their tents, while we con-
tinued our journey. Fverywhere the ice lay close to the
shore, and huge icebergs were pushed into the sea by the
glaciera At Tingmiarmint we heard the dogs of the
Greenlanders howling ; but we had no time to spare, and
continued our journey. On Griffenfeldt’s Tsland we were
overtaken by a northerly gale. At Akornarmiut we fell
in with a new party of natives. They, however, were
oxtremely®imid, and as soon as they saw us they took to
their heels, leaving bohind their tents and one dog. We
succeeded, however, in making friends with them by giving
them a number of trinkets a3 presents, and on parting we
were sincore friends. Numerous kayaks accompanicd us
when we continued our journey.

“ Finally, on Aug, 12, we reached Umivik, whence,
under the existing circumstances, 1 intended to start on
my trip across the inland ice. At this place the ice veaches
tho sea. Only a few nunateks (summits of mountains)
amergo from the ice, while there are no extensive stretches
of land. A fow days wore spent in necessary preparations.
Our boats were hauled on shore, turned upside down, and
in ono of them our spare ammunition was stored, in case
wo should be compelled to rotrace our steps and winter on
the east coast.

“On Aug. 15 we started inland. Our baggage was
packed on five sledges, of which Sverdrup and wyself
dragged tho heaviest one, while the others dragged one
each. Every one had to drag a load of two hundred pounds
—a task which was wade very diflicult by the compara-
tively steep ascent of the ice, which was crossed by nuwmer-
ous duep fissures. During tho first and second days we
made fair progress, particularly as we slept during the
day time, and travelled at night on harder and better ice.
On the third day we wera overtaken by a terrible rain-
storm, which detained us for three days. Then we pro-
ceeded in regular marches without mcoting with any
sorious obstacles. The ground rose continually. The
snow was hard but uneven. Thus we had proceeded for
nine days in tho direction of Christianshaab, the colony on
the west coast which we tried to reach. Then, all of a
sudden, a strong and continuous snow-storm set in, The
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road began to be bad, and wo wade slow progrees. [ saw,
that, under thesv circumstances, it would take a long time
to reach Christianshaab, It was near the end of August,
and Iexpected that it would be extremely difficult to travel
on the inland ice as late as September. On Aug. 27 I
resolved to change my course, aud ‘to attempt to reach
Godhaab, Thus we shortened the distance to be traversed ;
and the snow-storm, which for several days had blown
right into our teoth, was more favourable to us, and helped
us to drag our sledges. On the other hand, I know that
the descent from the inland ico to Godhaab would be much
wore difticult than at Christiansbaab s but we resolved to
make a boat, in case the land near Godhaab should prove
too ditlicuit.

“Weo were in about G7° 50" north latitude, and about
forty miles distant from Godhaab Fiord, when we changed
our course, Qur sledgos were provided with sails, for
which purpose we used picces of cloth, For threo days
we travelled on in this way ; then the wind calmed down.
Travelling bocame very diflicult, and we had to use snow-
shoes in order to prevent sinking into thosnow. ‘The sur-
faco was lovel and without fissures, but the ground was
rising continually, 1t was not until the beginning of Sep-
tember, when we had reached a height of nine thousand or
ten thousand feet, that wo had reached the top of the
plateau.  We were on an enormous plain, level as a floor,
and like a vast frozen sca. The snow was loose and fine.
Small needles of ico wero falling continually, and the tem-
perature was 80 low that the mercury became solid.
Unfortunately, I had no alcohol thermomoter to show the
lowest temperature, which must have been between 40°
and 50° below zero. One night the minimum next to my
pillow was—31° F.  We did not sutler, however, with the
cold, except during a snow-storni.

‘ At last, on Sept. 19, a favourable easterly wind began
to blow. W tied the sledges together, set sail, and made
rapid progress westward, We were descending at the
same time. In the afternocon we discovered the first
mountain of the west coast. At night [ suddenly discov-
ered through falling snow a dark spot, which weapproached
without fear of any danger. When w. were at only a fow
steps distance, I discovered that the dark spot was a fis-
sure. We succeeded in stopping tho sledges at a few feet
distance, but thereafter we proceeded more cautiously.

“The ice grew more impassable the more closely we
approached the coast. Besides this, we had to change our
course, as wo had entered the great glacier emptying into
Godhaab Fiord. On Sept. 24, at a small lake south of
Kangersunek, we finally reached the land. Here we left
part of our sledges and provisions, and went along the
river Kuknsik toward Ameragola, whero we arrived on
Sept. 26.

“‘I'hus the inland ice was crossed ; but we had to reach
an inhabited place as soon as possible, as our provisions
began to be exhausted. Besides thig, our throats and
mouths wers swollen and sore by the long-continued use of
pemmican. It was impogsible to reach Godhaab by land,
and we turned to building a small boat. The felt floor of
our tent was uged as a cover of a frail frame which was
built of willows and of a few poles. On Sept. 29, Sverdrup
and myself started for Godhaab, while the others went to
fetch the rest of our baggage from tho edge of the inland
ice.  With great difficulty we succeeded in reaching New
Herrnhut, a missionary station, on Oct. 3. After a visit
to the missionary we proceeded to Godhaab, which lies a
short diatance oft. Vo were veceived very kindly, Two
kayaks, with the necessary implements, were despatched
at once to Ameragola to fetch the rest of our party.
Unfortunately they were delayed by stormy weather, and
we did not meet at Godhaab until Oct. 12.  An attempt
to return to Norway on the steamer For from Ivigtut
failed ; but I must confesg that I do not regret the neces-
sity of having wintered in Greenland, as I had thus an
opportunity to make a thorough acquaintance with the
Greenlanders.”

Thus Dr. Nansen concludes his preliminary report,
which is soon to be followed by a scientific report. On
April 16 the ship Huidbjirnen arrived at Godhaab, and on
April 25 Dr. Nansen and his party left this place. After
a brief stay at Sukkertoppen, which is situated a little
more to the northward, and an unsuccessful attempt to
cross the ice-pack of Davis Strait, the ship returned Lhome.
On May |9 the land of Norway was sighted, the next day
Cape Skagen was reached, and on May 21 the ateamer
arrived at Copenhagen.

THE citizens of Toronto are exceedingly well-served so
for as facilities for outings on the lake are concerned.
Nunerous well-equipped steamers now ply between this
harbour and all adjacent points. Last year the Hamilton .
Navigation Company placed a new iron steamer on the
route botween thgt city and Toronto ; and very recently, in
order ,to keep pace with. the rapidly increasing traffic,
another and larger vessel has been added, giving a service
of four trips cach way every lawful day. The Macassa
and Modjeska, tho steamers comprising the line arenew Al
Clyde built iron buats, containing all modern improvementa
conducive to speed and safety, and placed under careful and
competent wanagement. The boats leave Turonto at 7.30
am., 11 am., 2 p.m. and 515 p.m.: Hamilton at 7.30
a.m., 10.45am, 2.15 p.m. and 5.15 p.m. We predict for
these steamers great popularity so soon as their many
good qualities are known to our business and pleasure
loving public.
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