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meal at home. The next year they persuaded the ministers
about Boston to arrange their lectures in alternate weeks,
that four contiguous towns might afford but two lectures a
week.  In 1039 the rulers again sought to regulate the
hour.of lecture, but this broug.t the clergy on their backs,
and the next year all restrictions ivere repealed, and the
weekeday lecture long remained a time of common assem.
blage, of business convenience, of hospitality and of great
zocial enjoyment.

AN EGYPT/AN FUNERAL,

A funeral in Egypt is indeed a strange sight, and the
first one the visitor sces astonishes very much. At the
head of the procession warch a carpurate body of the blind
and a certain number of men, who pruceed at a quick step,
singing & most jubilant air, while swinging themselves from
right to left. Behind them comes the funcral car, or
rather a sort of bier, bearing a great 1ed shawl, 1n which
the body is deposited. At the extremity of the bicr, on a
rerch, is placed the turban or the tarbouchie of the defunct,

wo men cairy this bier. They follow with such high
spints the movement of the head of the cortege that the
corpse, rocked in every ditection, seems to jrmp under *he
shawl that shroudsit. The wemen bring up the rear, &0 e
on asses, some on toot. The first row is formed of weep
ers or rather screamers, who send forth towasd heaven at
each step the shrillest notes, The weepers hold in their
hand a handkerchief, with which they are nat solicitous of
wiping their eves perlectly dry, but which they pull by the
two ends helind their head with a gesture that would be
desperate if it were not droll. Oa asrival at the cemetery
they take the corpse from the tier to cast 1t, such as it 1s,
into the grave.  The grand funerals, however, take place
with much more solemnny. An impontant persunage 1s
hardly dead in Egypt belc e his friends and acquaintances
hurey to the house ; dunng one ur two days they cat and
drnk at the expense ol the dead, or sataer s hews,
indulging in the nuisest demonstiatlons.  \When the hour
of the intermient aniives a scene of the wiltest character is
produced. The slaves and women of the houschold throw
themselves on the corpse and feign  deternunation to h-
der it from passing the threshold. s his lugubrivus nagedy
is played conscicntiusly ; they snatch away the coffin;
they belay each other with blows, and the most violent
and frightful clamour is heard. At last the processivn
leaves the house and repairs to the cemetery, preceded by
camels loaded with victuals, which are distributed to the
poor huntying in crowds along the road. All along the
road the mourners and lrends of the famly Gght for the
honour of bearing the bier fur an instant, and v us it pas.
ses or rather bounds from hand to hand amid the most
fughtful disorder.  The interment ended, every one seturns
to the house of the dead 10 recommence the fesuvities,
dancing and the morwuary demonsteations.— Brookiyn
Magaune.

HOW A PARIRIDGE *“ DRUMS.”

When 1 first came to Canada, I found thete were vatious
opintuns as to the method of making the svund.  One man,
who read a good deal but rarcly went 1nte the woods, said
the sound was produced by the bird's veice; some of the
hunters tuld me the Lird siruck us wings on the log, and
others declared that at struck them togettier over s tack.

I did not much heed the lLovk man's exuvtanauon, for
all the woodmen laughed atat. 1 svon featned to dncreda
also the idva that the bird thumped the tog with us wings,
because, whether it stood on a stump or a stone, 2 rotten
log or sulid t:mber, the sound was always the same. Lastly,
I did not belteve thai the wings ucte stwach tegether, bee
cause, when a pigeon or a rooster stnkes ats wings together,
the svund is always a sharp crach. At length, alier watch-
ing the bird carefully, 1 came to the conclusion that 1t
drums by beating the air only.

It is not an casy matter to get sipht of a partridge when
he is drumming, but I managed to do it by crawling on my
hands and knees toward the bird, lying stil while he was
quict, and only moving forward when he rencwed his nowy
courtship,—for it is 10 woo and win his mate that Sir
Ruffed Grousc indulges in these musical excrcises.  Ia thus
way I cuntrived 10 come within twenty feet without alarm.
ing him. Turough the alder thicket I could just scc lus
shajxly form strutting about iike a tutkey cock ; then, fora
moment, he stood upnght, with his feathers lying close.
Suddenly his wings flashed, and at the same moment I heard
the loud thump. Then, for a few scconds, he stood, look.
ing about as though nothing had happened ; but presemly
came a sccond flash and thump, aud othais rapudly 101
lowed at lessening intervals, unui at last the screnade 1olled
away like the galloping of hurses or the rumbving of ¢ tant
thunder. —ZErnest E. Thompson. 1 St. Nuhkolas for Apri.

A LONELY DWELLING-PLACE.

Noith of Scotland there 15 a little 1sland calied Kilda,
where there are oniy six families composed of seventy-
three pessuns.  They have communication with the main.
land only once a year, when she agent of the owner vints
the island 1o collect t.nts, and catties with hum a pachace
of lettets and mewspapers.  The famiies’ provsions con.
sist of barley bread, cpgs and sca-birds.  Fash abound an
the waters, but the i-landits do nut bke them as food, and
catch them only to scil when thic agent comes over.

To pay their rent they weave rough cluthinge and blan.
kets to sell.  In the summet they custivate parduns, collect
birds and eggs for winter stor 3, and fsh for trade. Bt
these poor people, while fighting 2 hard Laule for life, arc
contented waith their lvt.  Crime and intemuperance arc un-
known among them, and courts are never Fold. Al the
adults are members of the Chinreh of Scotland, and Lnow
alarge part of the Bible by hrart. A minister resides
among them, and holds regular scrvices on Sunday and dur.
ingthe week.  This little wurld is in strange contrast to the
basy life of the nincieenth century.— Yeuth's Compariion.

SPRING.

Free from their prisons leap the crystal streams,
Once more the meadows feel their pulses stir,
Tue ait again is conscious of the whist
Of (eathered jockeys, racing with their teams
Along the course of the sun’s golden gleams,
And Time, that wonder-making conjurer,
Near sleeping Nadture comes; and, touching her
With his light wand, breaks through her deathltike dreams,

“ Awake,” he cries, ‘*awake, for nosw the snows
Have yielded to the heavens’ glovious king ;
The wind pays fragiant homage as it blows ;
The brooks and birds in tuneful concord sing 5
And in the wouds the pale atbutus shows
Her Wossoms—lights to guide the steps of Spring ! ™

—Frank Dempster Sherman, in Brooklyn Magazine.

INFLUENCE OF THE BIBLE.

While the Bible of the race 1s being written, from age to
age, the Bible—as the Old and New Testamentare rightly de-
scribed —remains the most authontauve and the most valu-
abile of all the revelatons of the Divine will. It is not one
biuuk, but many bouvks, some of which have influenced me
deeply ; others have not influenced me at all.  The first
tme 1 felt the influence of the Bible was when I fiest went to
a boarding school. I was unspeakably miserableand forluen,
1 was only twelve, and had never been away {rom home be.
fore. It was then [ discovered the consolatory influence of
wany of the Psalms, Take them all round, the Psalms are
pre hably the best reading in the world when you are hard hit
and ready to perish. After I lelt school, Proverbs influerced
m= most ; and 1 rememt.er when 1 was fiest offered an edi-
torship, reading all the Proverbs relating to kings as afford.
g the best aavice 1 was hkely to get anywhere as to the
nght discharge of editonal dutics.  When 1 was busy with
active direct wotk among the ignorant and poor, the story
ot Moses' troubles with the Jewsn the wilderness was most
helpful.  Later, when from 1876-1878 no one knew when
he went to bed but that by moining Lerd Beaconsfield
woult have plunged the Empire 1nto war, tne Hedrew pro-
phets formed my Bible, In l%Ss 1t was the story of the evan-
pedistse 11 T had 10 single vut any one chapter which 1am
cunscious of having intluenced me most, I should say the
fitst of Joshua, with its oft-repeated exhortation to be
strong and very courageous; and if Mhad to single out any
petticular verses, it would be thuse which were taught me
when a boy, and witch 1 loag afterward saw on the wall of
Gen. Gordon’s 10om at Southempton : ** Trust in the Lord
with all thy heart ; lean not unto thine own understanding.
In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and lie shall direct thy
paths.”’— .. 8. Stead.

THE COMMUNE OF PARIS.

But few people are fully aware of the immense propor-
tivns which the Paris Communc had taken on belore 1ts
tinal suppresstun. Its midlitary stirength was sumply enor-
muus.  Cluserct told me of his furnishing rauons, at the
thine he was delegate to the Ministry of War, to 125,000
sullicts in Paris.  And the amount of war matenal fuund
in possessivn of the Commune at the time of its collapse
was prodipivus. Thete were 548,000 guns, of different
models, with sabre hayanets 3 56 000 cavalty sabres, of
cvety form and deseripiion ; 14,500 Enficld nfies ; 39.000
tevolvers ; making 2 total of nearly 700,000 weapons of
every kind taken trom the hands of the Communards,  In.
dependently of the vast amount of this particular matenal,
the military authorities of the Commnne had 1,700 lni: ces
of cannon and mitrailleuses, which they had roubbed from
the city, and which they had used with such terrible cffect.
But what must ever excite amazetuent is the knowledge of
the vast number of the people in Paris at this time who nnt
enly were in sympathy with the Commune, tut who abet-
ted and sustained it in its career of crime and blovd. The
winurity, embracing the better class of Paris, was com.
pletely 2owed and subdued by this vast insurreclivnary
nass of populanon.—E. B. Washburne, in Scribness
Meogasine for Ap:il,

A MEMORIAL tablet has been placed in the porch of the
West Church at Rothesay, under the bust of Dr. Edgar, con-
taining the names, ctc., of the pastors since the furmation
of the congregation in 1799.

THE mission workets of ali Christendom in China ate,
by latest reports, 387 men and 420 women, including wives,
They are connected with sixteen British, {our Continental,
and thirtcen American organizations.  Chincse communi-
cants, 23,000. Whatare these among 350,000,000 heathens ?

DR, MAXwELL, Chincse missionaty of the English Pres-
byterian Church, in wiiting apragos of the jubilec year, calls

upon English Presbyterians no longer to keep silence on®

the opium traffic. The Church, he says, is misesably handi-
capped by this traffic in preaching the Gospel to the Chinese.

Tur Rev, G. D. R. Munro, B.A., presided at the an-

_nual smree of Panick Gaclic mission veceatiy. The con-

tribu ions of the mission for the year were $1,650, and as
it is clear of debt the hope was expressed taat it would
soun be raised .o the slatus of the congrepation. Interest.
ing addresses weon delivered Ly the chairman, Di. Adam,
Revs. H. Anderson, Partick ; W. Fraser, M. A., Mr. Mac.
Phall, who has charge of the mission, and others.

Prixciral CAIrNs preached in Broughton Place Church,
Edinbuigh, on a recent Tuesday afternoon in connection
with the johilce of Dr. Andiew Thomson. At a meet-
ing in the Synod Hall in the cvening Dr. Thomson was
vresented with addeesses from the Piesbytery, pastors who
have aticnded his ministry, and varivus congicgations at
home and abruad.  Lord Provost Clark, Sir William Muir
and representatives of the leading denominations delivered
addresses.

__L[Brttisb ane ¥oreign.

Or the 1,868 Baptist pastorsin England 1,279 are pledged
abstainers.

Tue Rev. Ewan M*Leod has been called to Hope Street
Gacelic Church, Glasgow.

Tugr Earl of Hopetoun isto be Lord High Commissioner
10 the General Assembly,

THE widow of Principal Tulloch, of St. Andrew’s, died
lately after a Lricf illness,

THE Rev. A, H. Reid, M.A., who has been pastor of the
M*Cheyne Memotial Church, Dundee, fur fi:teen years, has
received a unanimous call frum St. Andrew's, Torquay.

THE Presbytery of Deer has overtured the Assembly to
establish a judicial tribunal of the Church, and to secure
an endowment of at least $800 for new grood sacra stipends.

A cengus is taken every Sunday of the Tweedmouwth
Preshyternen congregation. The penple have become aware
of it, and it is said that the audience continues to grow in
numbers.

Tue Rev. J W. Wilson, of Alexandria, has 350 names
on the roll of tus Bible class, and ifyy ladies and genmilemen
attend anuther class which he has fur the study of Greck and
clocution.

THe soiree held in connection with the ordination of
Mr. Bruce Maekleham, at Rockvilla United Presbyterian
Chutch, Glasgow, was addressed by twelve ministers and
several laymen,

THE establishment of a woman's missionary society with
a2 membership of forty-one has been the prncipal event in
the history of Waterlvo Ruad Presbytenan Church, Blyth,
during the past year.

Tue Crown Court congregation in London, with its
m nister, Mr. Ptulip, are doing an eacelient wortk among
the poor people in the vicinity of thets church.  The collec-
tion when Dr. Dunald Macleod preached was in behalf of
the mission.

THE members of the Walsall Presbyterian congregation
have gathered a class of 200 young people belonging to the
least cared fur among the community, and in a vanety of ways
have excrcised upun them the graces of the Good Samaritan
with most satisfactory results.

THE revenue during 1886 of Synad Schemes of the
United Prestytenian Church amoants to $434,295, an in-
crease of $41,450 on the year. There has been a slight
decrease un the Foiegn and Zenana Mission Fund, The
general funds amount to $1,247,060.

1T is stated that there 1s much less drunkenness on St.
Pauick’s Day, 1n Ireland, than there used to be some years
agu. The shanveck, emblem o1 the Trinity and memorial
of the Aposile of lreland, continues to be worn 3 but the
‘¢ drowning ” of it is fast becoming a forgotten custom.

MiN1STERS and students in the Free Church in favour of
the movement fur the revision of the Standards are, it is
said, beginning 1o Le anxious about its success, It has
not as yet won a majutity w any Prestiytery, If it does
not, it will nut be Lrought befute the General Assembly in
May.

1T was agrced at a meceting at Cardonald, presided
over by Dz Macleud, of Guran, to take immediate steps
fur the crection of 2 pumanent chutch,  Misston ser-
vices have Leen canricd on fur ten years under a joint ar-
rangement between Guvan, Bellahvusien and Paisley Abbey
parishes.

THe Rev. George Faurgrieve, Saltcoats, Umted Presby-
terian Chuich, was prosenied un his semijutnice with an
illuminated address, a suver salver, $1,175. and a gold
bracelet fur his wate.  Hle gave some interesung reminis-
cences of the town and the changes in the Church since he
came to it.

AN extraotdinaty accession hias been made 10 the mem-
bership in Montrose  Pansh Church. At a recent -com-
munion 112 were added to the 1o, of whom scventy-one
were young cominunicants, This s the largest incresse
which has taken place at any one communionin this church
for upward of ittty years.

A SOIREE in cunncction with the associations of a leading
congrcgation in Ediaburgh is said to have been followed by
a ball at which dancing was kept up tiil the small hours, and
the police had ulumatcely to dispersc the gatherning.  Oncof
the company was afterward fined at the police court for
being drunk and disorderly. \

Tie Rev. John Paton, St Michacl's, Dumfrics, has,
through Mir. Henderso:, solicitur, paid theassessments lev.
1cd on the nther cungregauons in the town for the new
mansc. When payment was tendered for George Street
Free Church the money was refused because payment had
ticen made by Mr. Henderson.

Tie commitice for crecting the Diocesan Memorial to the
late Bishop Fraser have bLeen informed that the offigy and
monumcnt may be cxpected to be completed about the
midale of May. It is understood also that the memorial
chapel erccted by 'lhc liberality of Mrs. Fraser, will be
ready for the reception of the munument at the same time.

TuR probativnet in chaige of an wron church in a new
suburb on the svuth sude of Ldintaugh has been informed
that his scrvices will no loiger be required.  The veason
alleged in aleticr to the newspapers s that he bad been
scen carrying his baby, and ahcrward, when presented
with a perambulator, gving the cild 2 nide into the
country.

TuE Rev. W, W, Tulloch. B.D., Maxwell Church, Glas-
gow, wasassisted 2t s anniversary services by Rev. David
Maciae, Dundec, who preached in the afternoon and cven-
inge to crowded congregations. Mr. Macrae zeferred to
the sad bereavement which bad come upon Mr. Tulloch by
the sudden death of his mother at St. Audrew's, the news
meeting bim as heentered the vestry at the close of the forc-
noon service.




