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Fvan atg I write. 1 sec rtsing irrnm the darkness belore mc
a vision ari a anorlir andI a clia. t sec thie suft cyts mci-
ng ttaec of the luitte tîstener un di too a0i n lier lene. 1

s ce the earnesiness pcrvadaing ecrr> lane ut Ihe becautatli
face. 1 aImait lac'ar it toines oftihe genîle volce, îî'hich,
vr'lale redaiang the anysmeries et divine itula tu the levcl of
the baby conil)rehcnsaora. caryiit uti thdt unnisstakable
imipresa ai lier ownr belief ara it îings oi nlich slat ia tel-
ing ; tht certarrit thzai the luve and trust she is describing

are nu naec abstract truilis bu l, but ihat the> art life of
lier lifr, nad brenîla o! lier breath !

Andi I sec the child's cyrs gloîî' andi expanti undea' bier
earnestne!s, as the latte mind catliez a refraciion of lier
cntliusism. Is thaîs a uuîtuae or a rralaiy ? Have 1 brought
uIp ta any cral, a dial)-"retraembered vision ? Or is i purel>'
id clistie a faciful?

I do flot kraew :but cve., as 1 gare dit pîcture bas
nàeîted tai lire darecs frrat wici 1 conînreti i, andi 1
sec il ne more 1

"los, wsunded %bac Lverard's voice ai the bvttomi of
tire nursery stiars, 'lyour uncte andi 1 are goang oui for
a n'atk. Nu crac neci cointe iritt us ivizo iî-ud rallier nom."

Tbez'e couti bc but onte arasîrer tu soda an appe3l, and a
rush anti seamper ensueti.

Il nas the usual bunday atternocon rentant, dit stables
and tire (atm, andi thera across cre meiadurîus tu anspect the
ha>' ricks, and tharougir the corn-fields to a certain gaie that
commanded, the fineti vieîv on tire esiate.

"4If only liais %reailier lasts another foranîglit," raid Sir
Evritd, as bis e>'ts a'andercd ee'er golden fields, I îink

irai bavca gýOe barî'cst, eh, Chiarlie?"'
" I amn sure ire shah,." came finam Humphrey, vire

always hati ara el-ien ara every subjeca. and never lest un
opportunitly lu! obtruding il on public attention , 4c V
shail hart soda a -lot of cS rraw shara'r know n'iai ta do
n'ith iC2

Il Weil, I ha-.ec aseer fourad abat la tbc tire case ),et," raid
iris faiher ; "lbut if tbe Crat part of your predsctaon prove
truc, ive shaîl bave a Iarvest borne andi a dance, and you
and M1iles shaîl tend off, ' Up tire middlie anti devra again,
vita the hirettiesi bile girls you cen fi-id ira the village."

"I1 know n'ho I airait dance with,'* Saitd lumphrey,
balaracing- bimscîf on tht top et Ille gaie, "lbut slae'6 net a
litile girl, she's tle aid, nearly irent>', 1 date se>', anti she'a
net preîîy curher. I don't care te damce n'ith little girls, it's

''i s tre hrappy lady, Hlumphre ? * asked Uncle
Chaclie.

IlShe ta net a lady au al," raid Hiumphrey, indignantly,
le ia's Dolly, tire launair> maid, andi wcars patteras andi
turned-up aleeves, anad lier arms are as red as hier checka.
Dolly's neit he lest like a lady-."

aracpto Sundays," put in litule 'Mites, 'IL%==e
tben aie's gat iher slee daimn anti is ver>' imai. I raie
Do.îy gaing te claurcr iris niornirag, ii bots ail coî'ered
n'ihirldte vrbite buttons."

et fla dots flot make ber a lady," raid tire eider boy
contrmptousl). "iI is rie use trr,'irg le explain tl y-nu,
Miles. rebat a lady ks, because you never sec an>'."

"44Net 'Mrs. Jcnes, the stzward's wife?" suggested
Dies, tianitil>, andi feeling ire n'as trcating on dangecous

grounti.
".Ne," saiti Humphrey, ILshe's net a ceai lady, met n'irai

I calta lady. X'ou sec, 2 hies"ie a:ded, sinlinç bisvd'icc,
anti trawirig nearer ta iris brotlier, se tirai he maght net be
oî'erhtAri, -"I siral neyer bc abile 1truike you unticcatarat,
because?'ou cani't cemearber moiber."

"No, saiti port litile MIiles, meck>', I suppose not."
Thris argumntn nas, as ire kneî.v by experiCPt conclusive,

anti lc n'as alwa>'s compietel>' silenced by ia

"lrnti who %411 my> litule 21alates choese for a partner?"
irreke ira Sir Everard "il mnust bc somte ver> smaîl girl, I
îbink."l

I 1 soulti llke uhe latîle grrl ai the loitge, piease, fallies,
bccausc sire' re vert' onl>' lirait garl 1 kraow w'ir :s sinalles
tiras Mc."

-Vr>' n'el; ibea yen -arc bath pzoitict. Charlie, yo
mouai came downr ta ihe Biarerst liei, anti sec 'UTp tire
Middle sand dewn again ; tiompre> sicugglang %vith bis
sobatantial patiner, andi .3iles beangrng up thc rear wiur
thre 'ver>' ouI>' lattle girl lac oms heo is sziailer urara
hlm."' Tht !atbec's cyc resîrd amitiar; on iris trio cbildren
Ms bc piclueil 'bc aigul IrimnseIf

" «Anti scie nia> il bce?"' asked iHumphrey. "lFather,
pleasesetile a day for thre barveau te begin."

IWL %tr the )-ellow coin 1s aimait braira, you Maiy seleI
a day foc the liarveat," a.aswtred tire (airer. - I have a raap
irrg-macint Ibis ycar, and i wri seuça bc cut viren once
they ian."

Ibltl carne evcry day Io tbese fields, andi sec i h s
getting on," suid! Maltsç

" 1 kno a inuci qarîck-er uay," raid Humphrey, jumping
dev rntra thte gare, andi pulling up aci-esal cam of cern b>'
tire rootz.

-I shail bave tiemiu a ire nurses>, andI sec ibe-m ripen
ceey d.%y."

"1Why, you foolisir boy," raid bi& railier, "lyen bave
piecei îb:cm tb sonai, tbey irill irrer riper now."

Huphre loolec' ruefoll> ai bis cassef corn. I qlte
iargot," sai ire.

*Tht>' vilI nret ripera now," reptatcd litt Miles,
terrowfoîly

"Nevcr mind, '\ilem" raid Ilumphrey, I 1 'ill plant
t ie n tire mairniesi pari nt ou. omit grdera, irre ic sari

is cndeh baller Iraliume m ad whee, I arte lair, îlrey vill
Rrotç mucih tlnar rand cItter tran il tîme> liad ti I t ta
ripea sitir tire rai. I>ebaps tirey' will %ha, me suare day
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for iaavlng pulle thcm, out ofait rougi> field, andi planted
tlîemt In such a more beautiin place."

idePerbapa tbey wlI"breatlaci litile billes, clasplng bis
banda with pleasure nt the idea.

Mlles %vas leaning againit tire gale, looking up admlring.
ly ait lais brothr and humphrey wate-sitting onittopraost
bar, %viîlr.îhe cars ai corn in lits band.

IlLet us go," said Sir Everard, suddenly; ih is intense.
1>' bot litre, and 1 amn longing ta gel under those limes lia
thre next field."

Thie boys climbcd over the gate, and' ran on te the indl'
catrd spot, follQwed more leisurely by their eiders.

Sit Lverard and L'ncle Charl-e threw tberniselves dowra or
the grans in the shade, and the clailtiren, seating tiremaselves
by t heir faîher, hegged fur a story.

Il Sailors nre the men for stories," n'as lais answer; "1you
ball bettr aask îour urce."

Uccle Charlie proved a charrning story.teller. lit told
themt of sirarks and crocodiles, oi boar.huntiag, nnd ai won-
clerful adventures by land and ara.

The cbildren hung on lais evcr>' word.
The siradows giecîr lon g and tht sun began ta sink nier

thc cornflel s, and still îiaey wce absorbed in listening,
anti tir fathrr in walchiarg their sparkling eyes and 7;ar3'iig
ceuintenances.

"Cume," said Sir Evera-rd at last, jumping up, "lne marc
stunies, or n'e ahlait bc liere ail nugit. Il is past six, and
Virginie will lac %vondering wbat baas becoare ai us."

"Oh 1 " said hlumphrey, dra-'ing a long brcatb, as be
descended firm tbose licgchis af wonder ta tire trifiing de-
tails ai eveay day lite, cecallcd by the mention af Virgi"ie,
Ilhon, delicieus il bas litent ! hope, laihcr, Vou iwill let
me bea sailoirwhen Igrlouup ?"I

"VIl 1 don'î thirak that vili exactl>' be your voca-
tion." answ~ered Sir Everard "brî Ibert is plenty ai limet
belore )-OU."

4«Mbe, too," said little Miles; "I ant ta bca sailor tea."
"'uàu, my) darling," &nidl Sir Everard, fontit>'; Ilno, net

you ; 1 conldrî'i spare you. rny au-cet little fellow."
bnc hSîeniptas ea spoke, te kiss the luttle face tiat

n'as uplifted so pleadingly te bis, tbc lips tirat were alienys
se =ed te respond te bis caresses.

r umhrey hati turneil away bis heati, andi ras gazing in.
îcnily ai bas cars utccorn.

la be jealous, I worader" tiugit Uncle Charlic,
pmfing at the, litle face uinder the airaiv bat, andi wcmdering

wbeîcr il was a tcar bc saw zhining among the long dark
cycîsas.

But beore be couiti make up bis mind that it was se, tire
child's eyrs werc sparlcling with excitemenu ever a cucieus
creature witb a tlrousanti legs, whicir hall crairlet ont ai ihe
cara in bis band.

IlAnd nour lu upbay, andi corne borné." Sir Ever.
ard,'as hc spke . cea up bis cane, andi, taking bis bru.
îlier-in-law's arim, irsaîketi sloirI>. an. IlWc shall have ail
ihese cals rcprodtced, Cliarlie, cf tbat I arnquice sure. 'Wr.
ginie bas a nice tame beore ber."

There n'as ver>' hit tca caîcra that everaing, tire chiltirea
-.çcre in suda a laurry ta gel downr aigain ta the deleciabie
anecdotes.

But Sic Everard took alaran ai Mlilti' fushet chcks anti
brigiri eyes. antiwould allewno i more exciting %tories so close
upori bcd-time.

teWiIl you fraishrallaut the crocodile .to.rnrrov? " asked
iulp'htrcap _cepirag up bis uncle's leg, as ire came te n'isi

IlTo-merrow 1 go, rny ra>'" Le ensn'ered.
"Going to.morrowl 1 sad H'mphc.I %tav

short Visit 1 ai'h,. Wa
IlWiraî a vezy short visit 1"I cc!aoed Miewhe aliexys

tbaught il incumbent an bil ta say tbe =ame tlairg as bis
breiher.

I 1will >~y you a longer 'riait next lime," said Uncle
Cialie, as lac kisseti tire tire litile faces

Bai vben vii mext time bc?" eersisted Humphr.-t
"'ses .1 iren wIll riat lime ire' 'r cted Miles
"Air I 'aen indreet?"I suit! 1 chaxlut.

"I bavc gel se man>' plans ira may beat hat I tbmnk I saii
horst," raid Humphrey te ?.ile the merl maràn;, as tirey
sîood an tire door-steps, -vatciag the dog-cart rvanishing ani
tire diistance, an its way te the station witb ibeir f'athr
andi once. *1Sartie af thre thinga Unele Cbartlie n'ai tell.
ing us about mweuld ba quute ea.sy for us te de. Voitu
wauldn't bce afraîd, 1 suppose, te clamb up the big trc
overirançing the pont- wbere tihe watirhilies are ?"I

IlNe, 'rsaid 31iles, ratier doubifull>', "enot ilyou wcrat on
firi and gave xneyor band; but ilut irce is a long wa>' off-
wouldra'î ontcofithe trees in thre orchard do ?"'

'lOem l wouldn'îb uieat thre fun. flaa'î you le-
rarmber ic -rsai icn thre story ceassied alerrg tire braci ilizt
siretchti oves tire water ? '%Vall, ibis trea bas: a brzandi
hanging rirbt ovs tire peond; andi 1 wart te crawl along il
like bc di.d."

Il ladn't vrc bettes ask Virgnicifwe uiay go AiU tirat way
alone ?"I sugeste-d 'Miles, ira the,%-.in boe of puiîingeoff tire
cmi] moment.

Humphrey, bowaver, diti met set tire farce of ibis argo-
nent. anai se tre> tteti OI.

Ilw va avcayini day, andI alter tbre> ball got ont of tire
[ama.-yard thert n'as no saide at ait.

hiumphrey uirippt xIrcoug: the ancuaows and oves tire
gaie.s,'ardt Miles rfellow-d brin as quiel> as ire cauld. bal
thre son vas very bei an bits hall, and ire sean rat
ve-aricil andi <cIl bacir.

Hiumphrey dici aot perceire krw languea ii ttie
broffher i6= foloviri; hu, tlI a laint et' rom Lbehiai
re'uarb bi.n.

*llauthi, pewz stop: can't kcep ipIoyTOU."
instant y heranira-ck.

19 M ltra, Hunrpbrt andtJ ot ei,. WiaC rao iromie?"
" Go hume 1 irhy -we are close ta the<çpond now. loalv

Wiles, Et is oral> &etoa that racaden'r, ira tire corcail bac-
yond

billes followved tie directIon of his brother's finger, and bis
cye restedl ruefully on the expanse lying bcfoic hlm, whcrc
the Sun was scorching up everythlng,

l'Il h-y, IHuiphiec," he sa id, reslgnedly.
"l'il tell yen vrhat t"cxclaimed umhy IL l'il capry'

you 11,
Mliles felt a littIe ntievous nt the prospect, but did not likc

te c jet.
JI Yst'get over abat gatc,» continued Ilumphirey. Il ad

then lilI carry you across the field, and irc'll soan be by the
pond, wvherc ih will bc as cool us possible."

Over the galtc e scrarbled, and then lise cîder louy dis.
posed hfimiel In takè l its lutile brother in his armas. Hlow
shall I describe the intense ctiscomtort of the carcurnstances
unller wlaich Miles now found himself 1

Onc or Ilumparty's arins was su, tiglitly rouind his neck
that be AImait fclt as If lie acre cl,,okang, and the hand
of the other graspcd ane of bis legs witI a gripe whlch
amotantcd aloaost te pain ; and st i there iras a feeling af
insecurity about bis position î;hich, alrendy very' s:roDg
%vhile Hiumphrey was standing still, did not diminisb whcen
hbtbgan ta mutve.

Hiumphrey started ivith a tu-. but bis specd soon
slackened, and grave doultas began ta arise even in bis
own mind as ta the accomplishrnent of the rask he hadl
undertaken.

1 Io%%cvcr, lac staggercd on. But wh'.n prezi. , bis lang-
Siafféring lonG began tri shouw Sin of Slipping, >fump)brey
lightened bis grasptasucb a degree tliat Miles wbo titI naw
hadl endured) in silence, could endure nu longer, and he
uttered a fiai cry for tnercy.

At the same moment Humphrey cauglat lais foot in a
rabbit hale, and bath boys rolled over together. Peals%
ci laughtcr front Iumphrey followed the catastrophe, but
Mliles did not quite enter int the spirit lof the jakc. le
iras hat and tired, poor blle fellow, and begar te im-
plore bis brother ta take hlmt under the neigbbouring liedge
.a rest.

Hmlr cadily constntcd, and led birn aut af the bak-
.Pe-haps vre bad better g jvc il up," said hc, sighirag, as

bceààt down by Miles ira the shade, ILand try again in the cool
oI the cvenirag. You could do it,couldn'r yau, ifit werc fot
for the heat ?"I

IlOh, yes," said 'Miles ea, erly. Vit a respite iravice-bhe
wasteady Io agrre te anythîrag.

«Vmr well," said Hiumphrey, Ilthea we'll gi Il
and cornte iagaia tibis evening aller tea. 1 Cd*elarep
he added,Ituddenly breaking off, "tberc's a rnushrorn
out thtre."

lie was off in a moment, and returned in triumpb.
lIsn't il a lavely anc. liffes ? Hon0% (resa it smels and

how :bcautiful il peels. Il father were nt borne we'd
have bad il cooked for bils dimnter. he as so fonma ci mush.
rooms."

I I wouldn't lcccp goed tilt Friday, 1 suppose, for the
wilcl men's dinner pzrty ? Ilenquircd Mliles.

" lOne wvould bc no use."' answvered Humphrey, Ilbut
we mighi corne litre sorte morxaing anid gel a lot il n'a
brought a basket. l'il tell you whai, vic'll gel up gti.te,
quité carly te.mrnrw, and came and have a regular musb.
room boni. Wara'îil lac In?"

Il 'ta zfraid. Virginie would mot lie aale ta dreas me,"
observed %files

IlOh, never triad Virginie t " said H.umphrei, "1,11i
dres; you, Mliles; 1 don't think Virginie wou d cure Io
get up zo ealy, and il would bc a pity ta wake ber,
poot Ihitîý 1 She gees ta bcrl late. and as »o tired in the
morning.

",S SICeis, pool t:1ing l" said Mles.
.And basidles you Irnon," ccntinued Humphrey, ''b

always ihinks something drcadfill will happea if &ie docs't
carne with us, anri it would be a pity Ia irighten ber for
rothing."

IlSa .it would ; a greai puty," repeated ?.ilms IlBut
what's ibat noise, Hornphie ? ls il a code crawiag or a
bail roauin ?"

Bath chaîdren listeneid.
'1'iere iias rany a sound ta bc heard round about on that

sommez marning; the huzi±rg of bees as thry flitted
about amang the claver, the chîrrup of *he grasshoppers
in tbe long grass. the crrawing of a cock fram ibe tarin,
and thre Iouwing ai taille ina the distance, but thai 'whicb
bad attractcd Nliles' atention was nzne af adl ihesae. Il
was thre gradually appraaching sound ai a female 'voice,
whicb, as ils owner meureri the micadore, assmcd ta thre
rwo liai le lisicnea's tire farailiar bancs of the french lan.

-M. Hurnplrey I M. Miles I M. Hiumphrey 1 on etez-
vous donc?"I

I î's Virgimnie 1"I tire> bath ecelaimed, jumping rap,
Virginie il aýs ; and grecat n'as tire harror sire expressed

at th:ar havarg straired so far tram home, atl the state ai
beat irawhich she fourni Miles, and :ut bis havira; been
taktn sueir a long walk.

'Masry wtre the reproachs sire heapcd upon Humphrey
as tbay =11l.ed b>dr ta0 the bouse rot bhaving canscd'br
smch a huai ira tht beal ai tire =n, arrd bier nervtz =uch
a sboce as ihey bal] crperiieneed irben 3he hail moi fovnd
him -and bis "orother in Iieir usard baunais.

Lu-tl> sbe branghi him, rp witb the jarquir>', "Et vous
leçon% 1 Savczvouz'qu'ii est midi pàssd?"

l iuphrcy's idras of lime wrrer ilxztm Of' the vigues:
or'ler, andi when anyllring of se cxcitineg a nature az tis
morntng*s capedition came in thre wa', heurs ver net in
bis eaicuiations.

lic dial mot mena =ntiers inuc brsayinc bce saosrld bavec
thaeghiit il l, Icn about 1r.p&u ime.

Virginile rnaintainéd a dignified Silence aller tis tapis.
nation, tili tir> reacl:ed thre hall tees ; sSl il rien living
tee rieur dlirarr t:ne to ruake ii venih vIrile for Humphirey
fo zet out bis baoobs ile-irforiacd hiar kat bc weiald bave

Iao r ie lenar
Tus v*s pczhapa mare or* puanest to6 Miles lbai Io

Humpbrey.
Lcsea.svwe ne trouble tai liunrphncy virera ane bis at-


