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X} estowed on him the title of Doctor Evangelicus. But the
Munanslation of the Bible into English was undertaken by
¥ \Vyclif for the people at largre, which at this time Was withe
giout any version of the Scripxurcsimglhslblc toit. The

fwork was accomplished Ly him and his Oxford helpers by
€ the year 13825 and whatever may have been the influence of
his labours upon Wiclif himséll, their resull can not tut
B have helped to incline his followers toward the principle by
B which he was afterward content to abide : that the Rible is
& the solitary and sufficient rule of faith, and that this rule is
to be interpreted with the help of Gad alone.

Again, Wiclif’s interest in his itinerant preachers must
B3 have intensified his hestility toward the existing monastic
R orders, more especialiy the mendicants, 1t still remains an
open question when this hostility first publicly declared
B itsell : nor will it be possible to decide the point till, in
B course of time, all the writings of Wiclifshall have been made
® sccessible, and their dates have been ascertained.—-.A. 1.
Ward, Harper's Maguzine for January.

& THE HISTORY OF PUNCTUAZION.

Punctuation is peculiar to the modern languages of Europe.
¥ It was wholly unknown to the Greeks and Remans, and the
P& languages of the Last, although they have certain marks or
$% signs to indicate tones, have no regular system of puanctua-
tion. The Romans and the Greeks also, it js true, ‘had
certain points which, like those of the languages of the I .
E were confined to the delivery and pronunciation of words ;
but the pauses were .indicatud by breaking up the written
matter into lines or paragraphs, not by marks resembling
those in the modern system of puncuation.  Hence in the
s responses of the ancient orleles, which were generally writ-
ten down by the priests and delivered to the inquirers, the
ambiguity —doubtless intentivnal —which thie want of punc-
tuation caused, saved the credit of the oracle, whether the
expected cvent was favourable or unfavourable. As an in-
stance of this kind may be cited that remarkable respounse
which was given on a well known occasion when the oracle
was consults d with.regard te the suceess of a certain miﬁt:\r}'
eapedition :  “* Ibis et, redibis nunquam peribis in bello.™
Written, as it was without being pointed, it might be trans.
lated either, * Thou shalt go, and shalt never return, thou
shalt perish in battle,” or * Thou shalt go and shalt return,
thou shalt never perish in batle.” The correct translation
depends on the placing of a comma aft :the word nunguam,
or after redibie. The invention of the modern system of
punctuation has been attributed to the Aleaandrian gram-
marian Aristophancs, after whom it was improved by suc.
ceeding grammarians : but it was so entirely lost in the time
of Charlemagne that he found it necessary to have it re-
stored by Warnefried and Alcuin. It consisted at finst of
only one paint, used in thrce ways, und sometimes of «
stroke formed in several ways.  But as no particular rules
were followed in the use of these signs Yunclualiun Was ex-
execedingly uncertain, until the end of the filteenth century,
when-the learned Venetian printers, the Manutii increased
the number of the signs and established some fixed rules for
their application.  These were so generally adopted that
we may consider the Manutii as the inventors of the present
method of punctuation ; and although modern grammarians
have introduced some improvements, nothing but a féw par-
ticular rules have'been added since their time. - Cassells
Popular Ediscator.
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¥ SAILORS' WORK IA" THE EIGHTEENTH CEN-
> TURY.

In weather of all sorts there were dead-eyes to tum in,
there were chafing gear to luok after, reef points to knot,
masts to stay, studding-sail gear to reeve, and the hke.
i¥ Then the wild excitensent of going aloft to shorten sml in
€ storiny weather ! The ald songs at the teef tackles, the
% flapping of the canvas, the springing into the shrouds, and
¥ the helter-skelter race for the weather caring, unless, indeed,
X% the iron-hard pressure of the gale pinncd you ugamnst the
2R shrouds as if you had Leen a spread-cagle.  In work of this
sFksort the English tams. were always pre-cminent, and onz can
t “Axeasily Lelieve that the Adminal accordingly had a thoroughily
hcarty contempt for the unsailor-like chamacter of the
gFrench crews.  Of onc he said hie never saw so bad a crew
ton salt water before; there were not twenty men on board
who could go aloft. Thosc, too, were days not only of
§rough work, but also of the rough-and-teady fighting; and
aBosawen's motto, like that of Hawke, hus sllustrious con-
Btemporary and rival, was always, Strike! One might Bos-
gcawen's licutenant canie to him and awoke him, saymng that
they had fallen in with three ships of the enemy. ¢ What
Fshall we do?”  ““Why;, fight ‘em, tu be sure ! said Bosca-
Bwen; and, dashing up on deck in his mght-shirt, he soon
ompclled the enemy to sheer off. It was fiem  this action
hat he is said to have acquited the name of Old Dread-
\Anought. On another occasion he took off his wig, and with
Mgt stopped a leak in his boat, whicy was rapidly sinking.—
. X Cornisk Worthics,” by Waiter H. Tregellar,

A BATTLE OF GIANTS.

Marignana (15135}, according 10 Swiss accounts, was 2
battle of giants. The Swiss began, as usual, with prayer;
Sand then the Ammann of Zug flung over their heads three
Ehandfuls Jof carth, crying: **In tgc name of Father, Son,
nd Holy Ghost, Confederates, forget your homes; hee
% shall be our churchyard or victory. Think on your fore-
pfathers. Onward  fearlessly.” en  they marched on
gwith theit vikes cighteen.feet long, the French trying thinty

imes to break their columns.  Even Bayard lost his helmet
d ficd dor the first time in his life. The Swiss forlorn
Zhope, 2 band of wild Jyoung fellows from every canton,
actually ‘took a Freoch battery and tumed the guns on
Francis’ troo The fight went on by mooahght til)
Imost midnight, and then the aimies lay down sidé by side.
sDuring the hours of rest the Swiss leaders held a coundil
2Schinner advised falling back on Milan, and awaiting the
apal reinforcements 3 bt he was overruled, and .at dawn

the Forest horn rang out and the fight began again. At
last the French began to give way on all points ; one of the
Guises fell, the Princeeof Talmont was down, and all
Francis' cflorts to keep his men from w:\\'crinf, when,
about midday, in the rear of the Confederates was heard the
Venchan war cry, ** St, Mark ! St. Mark " For now, in
the strange and rapid changes of alian politics, the Ven
ctiaps had got round to the French side, r1ather against
the Pope’s, and their coming decided the day.  The Swiss
formed in square, taking their wounded and guns into the
middle, and stowly made their way towards Milan.  The
French were too eahausted to march in pursuit. But the
banner of Basel was taken, that of Appenzell, the standasd-
bearer tore off and tied round his body, the great silver
mounted horn of U'ri was lost, and 6,000 Confederates (with
at least ar many French) had fallen. ** Pve Leen in eigh
teen batties,” sad Trivulziv, one of Francis® generals, ** but
I never saw a battle like this.” /. S Fagan, in Geod
Wonds.

ONE DAY AT a4 11ME,
Onc day at a time ! Thavs all st can be ;
Nu faster thau that i the hardest fate.
And days have their inats, bowever we
Begin them tou carly aind stretch them late.
One day at a time !
I's & wholesome thye 5
A good une to live by-—
A day at a tiwe.

Onc day at atime ! Every heart that aches
Knows ouly tou wedl hov tung that can seem;
But it's never tu day which the spir breaks,
Its the darkened future without a glean.
One day at a time !
1t's a whulesume shyme ;
A good one tu live by
A day at a time.

Onc¢.day atatime! A burden too great
‘T'u Ik borne fur two can be barne for une g
Who hnuws what will enter to-morrow's gate 2
While yet we are speaking all may be done.
One day at atime !
It’s & wholesome rhyme ¢
A gond one to hve by—
A day at a ume.

Oneday at atime! When joy s at haght—
Suchjoy as the heart can never forget—
And pulses are throbbang with wiid dehght,
Haw hart to ramember that suns must set.
One day ata time!
It’s a wholescae thyme ;
A good one to hive by— .
A day at a time.

One day at a time ! But a single day,
Whatever its fuad, whatever ats length 3
And there's a Lit of precious Scnpture to say
That, accurding to each, shall Le our strength,
One day at aume !
It’s a wholesome thyme 3
A good cne to live by~
A day at a time.

One day at atime ! ’Tis the whole of life !
Al sorrow, all jay are measured therein ¢
The bound ofour purpose, our noblest strife,
The une only countersign, sure to wimn !
Oncday at a ume!
Itsa wholesome rhyme :
A good anc to live by—
A day at a tme,
~—The Indeperdent.

THE OLDEST 1I1TURGY FXNTANT.

The Sun Prayer, ** We meditate on Ther, the desiralle
hght,” ctc., 1s probably the allest extant prayver in the
world.  Centunes of ol traditinn may have preceded the
wnitten Vedass but, roughly speaking, we may helicve that
about the tine that Agamemnan was celebrating his nupitials
with Cassandra, the daughter of I'riam, and quaffing the
loving cup wverchance one of these golden gobhlets uncarthed
by Dr. Schhiemann, and exposed to” aur aineteenth century
gaze at the South Kensington Museum : about the time that
Gideon was girding on his sward to go up against the Mid
1anites, the Brmhmin priest was formulating his solemn
gy ou the banks of the Ganges. spreading bis prayer
carpet towards the nsing sun, and pouring forth that ancient
hymn, ‘¢ We meditate on Thee, the desirable tght 0
M. R, Haweis, in Good Words.

A DESPERADO in Allapaha, Ga., a few days ago took refuge
in the ghimney to clude arrest by a posse of officers wha
were making a search of the premscs for lom.
however, bound not tu be fuiled, started a fire, when the
prisoricr, hall smothered, dropped to the hearth and was
capturcd.

It has been decded to light the Imperial Palace, the
Court Opera Housce and the Burgy Theatre of Vienna with
clectnie hight.  The Palace will be illwininated with 5,000
lig}us, the Opera House with 4,000 and the Burg Theatre
with 3,000, The system to be employed is the Turettini
patent and the contractors are the Vienna Gas Company.

I~ the lead production of different countties Spain holds
the fint place, the amount reaching some 120,000 tonsinone
year, or onc-sixth more than .\mcrica, which comes next on
the list while Germany follows with 90,000  Of Spain's
tota) production some 67,000 tons are derived from one
district, that of Linares,in which more than Soo mines are

registeced.

The ofhicers, |
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Tre Sultan has given $2,500 to the fund fur the relief of
of the earthquake sufferers i Andalutia,

Wiinte baiing an antesian well un the Kuscrans tract,
near Los Angeles, the worhmen discos ered a deposit of conch
shells at a depth of 160feet.

SEVERAL Western railways which have hitherto earried
clergymen regularly setiled over congregations in towns on
thesr lines fur half fare, have put up the rate this year to two-
thieds fare,

RING ATFONSO pand a visit to the runs of Alhama lately,
and cisbursed large sums of money among the suflerers, He
had an enthusiastic reception, the whele population of the
town tunnng out to greet m.

SPEARING of Dr . Richanlson’s process for the painless
killing of animals, the Zancet says that science scores in it
2 magnitcent suecess ¢ it gives infering creation & blessing it
dare hot give to man —painless death.

A crrreymax in Witconsin helpald to defeat a candae
dare for pullic «fice by assaating that his busiess—ihat of
sum-sething  wav disrcpatables A jury will now decde
whether the reverond guntlaman’s u.un..zia were laibellous.

QLY four vut of the furty sin States and Terntones are
now trying to prolilitsiteug dnink. Five others have made
the effort and abanduned it Lleven have stangent license
laws, and fourteen have nover legaslated on the subject.

AN cffurt is Leing inade m Putsburg to raise money for
the purpuse of having Francs Murphy, the temperance
agitatur, lucate penmanentdy o that ety as the head of a
chutch to Le hnovn as the Church of Gospel Temperance.

THE accepted memorenl to Gambetta is the joint work
of the Sculptor Aube and the Architect Boileau, Tt consists
of an unposing obelish springing from a massive pedestal, on
twosides of winchare allegonieal figures representing strength
and truth.

Sute fires, so commeon an occurrence at the port of New:
Urleans in the past, razely happen there now  The probibi-
ton of smoking near cotton an the wharves and on ship-
beard and a strict wateh kept over it have almost entirely
chmmated this evil.

‘Tue various shiphuilding firms on the Clyde launched
last vear 319 vessels of an aggregate tunuage of 296,854 tons,
lx-iggvoa falling oft in tennage of 122,810, as against 1883, of
93,080 tons as compared with 1882, and of 44,168 tons as
compared with 1881,

DR CuyLER accords to the Baptists ** the book which,
vent to Ged’s own buok has had more readers than any
the Frglish tangud,” awaning e -, Filgnm s Frogress,” and
the preaches who has reacked mure hearers than any man
since the Aposties, in the persun of Spurgeon.

DCRING the last two years Prince Jbmhun Hilmy, son of
Ismail Pasha, well hnown for tus extensive knowledge of
the language and literawure of England, has busied himself
in the accumalation of the recurd of wurks, maruscripts as
well as printed, and of all countries, relanng to Egypt and
the Soudan. .

REstARLIES lately made by Lnghsh explarers in regard to
deep-sea beds have:led to the behef that there aré no rough
ridges, abrupt chasms, nor bare rock, and tha: the sea
bottom at great depths is not affected by currents or
strecams.  lts general appearance rather resembling that of
the American prairies.

Mr. FROUDE is going round the world, partly for the sake
of his health, and partly because, as he <avs, *“1 have grown
ured ot the chatter which mv last volume on Carlyle has
brought tarth,.and 1 thought that in siv months, at any rate,
the workd would forpet the existence of so unlucky a person
as the biographer of Carlyle.”

Joxorn Mir1ee writes that he has found in New Orleans
the nahlest women he ever saw, and he professes to have
**seen the world well - She was born to wealth, received
a earclul education, travelled extensively in Europe, and at
length became poor She now keeps a little shoe store and
works with her father and sister at making the stuch.

Tre <ea ccast of Califurnia has been visited ths season
My severat varietis of Liids which have never before been
known to leave the mountalus. This has generally been
suppesert teindicate A sovere winier, but, according to
seience, the migration is nute probably due to the prevaling
scarcity of all hinds of sced in the mountans thus season.

Many will hear with deep repret of the hercavement
which has cutic to the sweet singer of the Presbyterian
Church, Dr. Huratias Bonar, by the death of his weife, who
cntered snto rest on the 3l ult., after a <hort and sudden
ilness.  Mas. Bunar was sister to Mary Lundie Duncan the
memuit ol whoin has been a source of spiritual Wessing to so
many.

Pro¥. FisciERr, of Munich, has obtained from distilled
coal a white crystalline powder which, in its action on the
system, cannat be distinguished from quinine.  Tis efficacy
i reducing fever heat is thought 1o Le remarkalile, thoug
the amount af the drug required 1= pred e this effect is so
large as o preclude any rivalry hetween it and geauine
quimne.

Tux Marquis of Ripon isabout the only Governor-General
of India to whom that officc was not more or less an wbject
from a pecuniary standpoint. e s a very nch man, witha
beautiful huuse in Casliun Gardens, London, a splendid
villa in Putncy, a %t:md scat 1 Yorhshire, and another in
Lincalashize.  Lady Ripon has an ndependent fortune of
$39,000 a year, and they have unly one child,

TuEe committees appointed by the three Seartich Presby-
tenan hurches to armange for the eelchmtian in ¥inburgh
of the quincentenary of Weeliff agreed 10 hinld a joint neet-
g an the Free Assembly Hall ap the last Manday of last
seaz.  The following munisters were a<ked 1e take part :

can Montgomery, Lipiscopal: Mr  Sturrael, Onginal
Seeession 3 Dr. Landels, Baptist 3 and Mr. Gregory, Cone

.gregaiional.



