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TUE PRESBI'TERIAN ELDER.

MRt. ErnToR,-AS the position of the ruling eider
in the Church lias lateiy become a matter of discus.
lon, kindiy permit a few further observations on the
above theme. Onc of the nblest and malt scriptural
delinitions of the elder's position In the Church lhant
1 have yet seen Is that given by the Rev. Principal
bMcVicar, at the opening of the Ptesbyterian Coliege,
Mlontteal, on the ist of October, 1879. The restait of
my cwn investigations iu se abiy expressed ina a few
wnrds, that 1 cannot do better than quote. Ife sy
IlLet us try te understand for a moment the st.tiu3 of
aur eiders according tu Scriture and the practice
cf our Church, that we niay set wherein any cf
themr seem ici conte short of it. Our eliers ite
flot nitre iaynien, but ecclesiastics, as truiy se as
was the Apostie Peter, who said 'The cidcrs who
are among you I cxhort, who ain aise an eidcr.'
They are elected by tht voice cf the peopletaccarding
te apostoiic practice, and solemniy ordained, flot te a
secular but te a sacred office-an office which we are
accustomed te designate the highest ln tht New
T--lament Cburch. . . . . . e go further ina this
argumit- W'e show that in apostolic Churches, whose
practlct we arelamund to followr, there were a pluraiity
cf eiders or bishops, aà single congregation !.aving had
not one, but possibiy a dozera 1h1hcps, ail holding the
samne office and rack, and exer'cising lalte saine autho.
rity within-that congregation."1

Proftssur Witberow cornes sut :tantially te tht saine
conclusion as ta tht eidcr's pesvion ina tht Apostoiic
Churcb, and honestly shows that he bas been deprived
cf bis powers and privileges by the legisiation of the
Churcb. Tht only part of tht- above quotatinr 1
demur te is, where it is insinuatedi that the practice
cf our Church is in line with tha' or tht apostelic. A
brief contrast will show that it is net.

Tht apostolic eider was by Divine autbority or-
dained by the laying on cf hauèc s ; aur present prac*
tice is te set apart the eider tu that offire without that
formality. Tht apostolic eider was comnianded ta
feedt the flocic, etc ; our present Church (arbids haim
toi do se, as that is the duty cf the teaching eidesr
Tht ancient eider was required tu be apt to ttac-h;
his mîodern namesake is told by the Church that that
is ne part cf bis duty. It was tht priviiege of every
Presbyter in the Apostoiic Church te lay on bands ina
tht ordination cf a brother eider ; the Churr~h cf tht
present says that the bands cf tht teaching eider oniy
shall be laid on. In short, our present eider apprars
te be a spiritual office-boarer according te the Divine
constitution cf tht Church, bait by the legisiation and
practico of tht Church prevented fromn performing any
spiritual duties beyoad what any private meniber
may perforin, except that cf ruiing. Ina tbis depart-
mient cf duty it naigbt reasonabiy be expected that hm
wouid bc tht equal cf bis teaching brother. Not sn,
however; lie is oniy aliowed te takea verysubordinate
part ina the ruling cf the Cburch. For examipie, and
te illustrate:- within tht bounds cf the Toronto Pres-
bytery (according to tha: iast statiçtics) theteare about
.300 eiders and forty-nine ministers, and these 300
eiders are only allovvcd te bý represented in tht l'tes-
bytery by forty-ene cf their number. Therefore, in
voting power one teaching eider is equai tn seven
ruling eiders. Where is tht parity in tht eidcrship?
If the Apostelic Church is the model upon which Our
systeni cf Church governnxent is formed, why has flot
every ont cf those eiders the priviiege cf taking bis
seat ina the Presbytery?

But the mxost marked brand cf bis inferiority
is ini virtually deciaring that he cannot bt trusted under
any circunistafices, even temparariiy, te preside over
tht Smsioncf which heis amember. Now, it appears
te me that any argument that can be brought forwvarai
te, sustain this change ina the form Ofgovernament frin
its origirril institution would sustain a furtber division
et the eldership by clevatiaag *a feav te be diocesan
bishops.

Witt sanie cf aur learned tcaching eliers give us
more iight on the subject ? Ai ELDER.

TIuE sixteenth annual meeting of tht Church cf
Scotland Association for Augmenting the Smalier
Livings cf the Cicrgy was held ina Edinburgh on the
24th uit., under the presidtncý. oi the Lord Higb
Commiassioner, tht Eazl cf Abe-rdeen. Tht report
showed a slight falling away ira tht crdinary income,
but subscriptions te tht capital fund te the amotant cf
Lt e,so' vert annolanced.

ýeA8TOR AID tROPýLle
TUE FRIEND$//IP 0F CHRIST.

A man, biind front bis birth, being asked what ho
thcuight tht sun ta b. like, replled, IlLike Iriendship."
Ht had seen notbing, and therefore couid flot liken
the sun te any externat abject;- but ho baud felt tht
warmth cf auaather's frieaadship gatherlng around bis
heart, and it vas tht best thing cf whicb ho baud any
experience; ; se when asked whereunte ho couid liken
the suin, romcmbering hoiw, like Milton, ho had sat
rejoicing ina its warm beains, htconipared it te friend-
ship. Touching and beautîful is the blind man's
sin lit cf tht sun.

And the converse holds good ; friendsbip il liko the
sain. It diffuses a giow about tht heart ara wbich its
swcct influences fait. It is like tht sunbeamt beneath
which a man's nature expands, and opens, and re.
joices. Friendship lu surashine ira tht heart. Hcw
often lu the countenance cf a friend as tht breaking
forth cf tht suni,; it suffisses everything with its
radiance'1

There lu a finet aid scriptural simile whkch likens
Gad's faveur ta tht broaking forth cf tht sua -" Tht
ligbt cf His counitenance 1'I Front it vo mnay deduce
tht sublime and glerieus truth tiat God's friendship
is tht sua cf the seul.

Ira darkcst shiades, if Ie appear,
My dawninq la begun :

1le lu aaay seul s sweet mtoiniog star,
And Ile my risang sain 1

"a'I His fivaur"-friendsbip--=" is lire."l Tht soul
dues flot know what l'lt as tahl it feels God te ho ats
friend. Then it a'deights atself an tht Lard," and
cornes ta speak wath hia "as a ian speakIth wath
bas fraend." Here as tht secret cf fellowship, tht seul
of communion witb God. Then dots a man began te
lave when he reaiizes that God as bis laaend.

There as uNEs whc as tht conimon fricnd cf ail
heirts that gather te ham-Jesus, tht God made
manafcst Ira Ham tht sprangs of truc friendshap are
found. Tht ttnderness and strength ci love are
central an Has heart. Tht dtpres!ed spait îay feel
lonesotne and desolatc, but thas friend as standing by.
WVe may have lest ait other fraends, by 1change or
death ; but Ht iovetb lever and changeth neyer.
Ocher fricnds mnay tnt understand us, nor enter into
our feelings; Ha" knoweth us aitogether," and" Ht as
touched %vall tht feelings of our anfirmaties.1» Our
Idbrother" alnay be lacking ara sympathy, or may fait
in faithtulness; but Ht as "a fraend that stacketh
claier than a brother."

Ina tie cf ficrce traal-when îisrpresented and
maligned, or when oaverwheimed by calamity-we
want a.nrend wbo watt "stack" teous. For then weak
fraendseips se citera fait; tht fricnd ia fair we-athtr
Ç.ýi! off ira foui. Even a brather may fait us then.
Christ jesus as tht "fraend that sticketh dloser thaa a
brother."l

His fricndship as lake surashine an tht seul, and
brangs conîfort, and hope, -ad gladness.

How rmil thas i.ý! How dots tht Lord verify Hira-
self ana Has love te hearts that open te Him? %Ve
are fitled wath 'lpeace an believang," with jey that is
"8.unspeakcabie and full of glory."' The tanseen Christ
becentes a "'real presence.» Then we " know and
believe tht lave that Gad bath te us." Then we are
enabled "lte camprehlend with ail saints what is the
heighi. and leaagtb, and deptht and brtadth, and ta know
tht lave of Christ which passeth knowledge"
Strange, paradexiral, that stems; but it as explicable
te tht heait te, wbem Christ reveals His loving lui-
ness. Such an nt "knows" what tise "passeth
knowleedgc," and feels the sunshine within.

Friend af ail fiends art Thou te anc,
Whom, ioving, yet I cannet sec;
rtr Thy feit presce doth impart
The sweetest sunsiaine Ie aaay heart;
And love itts up he inward eye,
Thee ta discern, and awn the nigla.-

And Thou, blest Vision or any saul i
1 luat miade my brakea nature whole;
Hast puriii4d any base desires,
Andl kandled passion's hoiiest fires;
My nature Thou hait lifted op,
Andl fillea me with a gîcrious hope.

N carer andl dearer still toec
Thon living, ioving Savinur be;
Itrighter the vision ai Thy face,
Malre charming bRstill Thy wards of grace;
Till lire shah transfarnd ta lave.-
A hecaven below, a heaven aboya.

-Gu.d Wordr.

MIND VOUR Q11VN CHILDREN.

George Mascdonald, In his latest stery, ex.preshs
tht opinion that the position cf the cildren cf the
poor li often mare lavourabie te the devéiopment of
the higher qualities cf the humant mind than many of
those more pleasant places for wbich tmre religlous
maralists wotald have us give tht thanka cf tht spe.
ciaily favoured. Fer one thlng, ho says, they love
their parents more than chiidren given ever te nurses
and governesses love theirs; and herein they cer.
tainiy have a vast advant2ge over those who art
imagined, te be more bapphiy situated. The famuiy Il
the pivot cf tht whoie human constitution. A Scot.
tish statesman is reperted te have said that If ho wero
permitted te write the songs of a people ho cared not
who amade tht laws. WVith Inflnitely greter certanty
might ho speak wbe wauld say, "lGive me the admitn.
istration of tht faaniiy, and who wllf may aît upon the
tbrone.11 Failure te appreh.tnd this has been fraught
with incalculable hara, and se the reins cf ti centrai
kingdomn bave been thrown te whoever cared te taire
themt up. Since Dickens Invented bis represenation
cf a woman with a mission, who was intereted in
everybody but ber own children,.and countenanced
ail secieties for tht amnelioration of humanity at the
expense ef ber own household, who vas neyer ào
much at home as away from, honte, and who allowed
tht charge God badl piainiy put inte ber cate te go to
nain white she bled about te missions and meetings
atnd societies that wouid have been much better with.
out her-who doos flot know tht type and pity the
home? But are there ne other transgressers? Mre
fathers any more justifitd than mothers in vacating
$he chair cf autbority? Are pehittcal meetings and
lectures and philantbropic societies not allawed
ofttimes te supersede the claims cf those wbo ought
te findl in tht father their guaide, couinseilor, fraend,
teacher, and exaniple? If God bas given you a
famuly, imposed on you tht solemn trust cf fathex or
motherhood, then know that there pre.emiînentiy and
first cf ail your duty lies, and in its discharge you
ougbt ta find your labour and your jey. In yoaar
home is ycur werk, outside is your dissipation. WVe
are stroragiy convinced that, as a naît, Christian
parents in ail ranks of society spend tee little tie
with their children, and leave then te tht chance in.
fluences by which they are surrounded. It is f(ch to
ho a kind cf anfracuion cf dignity te ho seen with ont',
chaîdren as companions, a kiaad of spercession of jje
nurserymaid or schoolmaster. Tht younger tht
chid's mimd, the mort susceptible ci impressiena i a,
and unless you begin te mould th"~ character eauiy
yau can du littie witb it except for evil. Men have
been heard to say, "White 1 ant doiaag tht Lord's
work, Ht wiul take care cf mine.»1 But very many,
under tht idea tbey are doing the Lord's wcrk, are
simply following their awn inclinations and pleasing
tbemselves, te tht neglect cf what 15 right ira other
matters as weUl as this. We are ver fair froni blarn.
ing ail parents for tht aberrations and sin, cf th&i
cbildrea who have goe aauay, but wo can quite
understand hcw tht beat cf rao la the absorption of
public business and the clainaà etgreat and importaiit
interests, neyer ste their çhildren or young peopie
but in tht most castral way. Wbea they pay sehoo
bis, and masters, and m aintain a geod bouse and
table for them, they imagine they have discbarge
their duty ; whilst ail tht time the gravest irregularim
tits are goang on, and tht good man is everwhelaed
with arnazement when tht black strain cames out.
Mind your homes, brethren ; mind your own chiMies.
-Christ'ian Leader.

FILLING UP TH1E CIWRCH.

Is it fair te exptct tht mainister aioet te filU up the
cburch ? It is an excellent thing toi have a minuter
who can attract, anid who, when pcople find hlm ouIl
will bo drawn te hear hlm. But tbtem are se mnan
people who have ne church.going habits, wbc. are Wo
butagry for sanctuary feod; people who seldein or
neyer go anywbtre te churcb ; wbo have not, it
seemts, even curiosity enough te visit tht bouse cf God
and bear tht minister and set for theunselves wbeia
or net ho ho an acceptable preachor ; se many, lie
say, art there cf these that it i: not fair nor iuto
expoct tht minister, witb littie or ne aid front th
menibership, te gather cap and roUa a feu bouse

Tht indîffeirence of many people with regard toit-
tendini church iceeds te b. met and oivorcocie. Mi

IIUMR glati lob.


