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THE VISITOR.

tiow in front of the Admiralty may look down
the busy street, carrying his glance along
magnificent palages and brilliant  shops,
through the markets of the suburbs, to the
adjoining villages of Qkhta, the only locality
of older date than th great Peter; and be-
yond these the eye may lose itsolf in the
gloomy morasses, by which the splendid capi-
tal is on all sides encompassed. Arnned with
a guod telescope, a man inay see. from tlie
Admiralty Square what is going on in the most
remote quarters.

St. Petersburg stands upon a picce of
ground measuring about 576,000,000 square
feet, and the population is calculated at about
halfamillion. . Thisleavesabout 1200 squarc
foet for every man, woman, and child. Yet
in few cities are houses dearer than in St.
Petersburg. Wages arc high, and the ground
in the central parts of the town has become
so valuable that, insome instances the ground
on which a private house has been built, is
estimated at ncarly £10,000 English money,
for which in the interior a man might buy
several square leagucs of territery. To form
the foundation of the house requires a little
fortune, owing to the swampy character of
the soil, in which so many piles must be
rammed before a solid scaflolding can be
formed, that an entire house raight elsewhere
be constructed for much less money. The
mighty citadel of which we have spoken rests
upon such an assemblage of piles, and all the
palaces of the czar stand upon a similar foun-
daticn ; nay, the very quays between which
the majestic Neva winds her course, would
sink down into the marsh on which they stand,
but for the piles that have been sunk there
for their support. The foundation for the
Isanc’s Church cost upwards of a million of
rubles, a sum for which a pompous cathedral
might under more favorable circumstances
have been erected. Yet even thesec costly foun-
dations are not at all ti. .es to be relied on. After
the great inundation of 1824, the walls of many
tiouses burst asunder, in consequence of their sub-
tetranean woodwork having given way, and there
are’ few parts of the town in which an evidentset-
tlement has not taken pldce in the elegant quays
that enclase the several branches of the river.

The frost is another great enemy to Northern
ar¢hitecture. The moisture jmbibed by the gra-
nite during the summer, becomes ice in winter ;
the. blocks burst, and on the return of spring fall
to pieces.. Most of the monuments of St. Peters-
burg have already been injured by its climate, and
there arc few of them that, if not constantly re-
paired, would not fall into ruins in less than a
century. .
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" GERMAN AND ENGLISH CUSTOMS.

In our sociu! system, every man buys all he uses
and sells all ke praduces ; there is a perpetual ex-
change of industry for industry. A howme spun @
home-woven shirt, jucket, and trousers, would cer. |
tainly not be found with us upon the body of one §
labouring man in forty thousand. Al he wenrs,
all he cats, all he drinks, must be produced for
him by the industey of others, and bought by the
price of his own industry, The very bread ofour
labourers in husbandry is often Lought at the
manufacturer’s shop.  In Germany the economy
of seciety is dircctly the reverse, not one labour-
ing man, farmer, or tradesman pretty high up cven
in the middle class of the small towns, uses in
clothing, food, furniture, what is not produced at
home by his own family, In the centre even of
German manufacturing industry, in the provinces
on the Rhine, you will not see among twenty la«
bouring people the value of twenty shillings alto-
gether in clothing articles not produced at home §
by the ppplication of their owa time, labour, and ¥
industry,
contrary, as well, if not better, than our own la-
hourers—in very good shirts, good jackets, trou-
sers, slockings, ‘shoes, and caps, but all home-
wade, or at the utmeost village-tnade—not wade by
a class of manufacturers doing no other work, and
bought with the wearer's money. 'I'hess are not
consumers for whose demands the operative la-
bours, and the master manufacturer and mecha-
nician invent, calculate, and combine. Tobacco,
coffee, sugar, cotton-yarns for home weaving, and
dye.stuffs for home-made cloth, take a large pro-
portion of what ihese twenty-six millions of peo-
ple have to expend in foreign articles. Itislitile,
comparatively, they haveto expend, becanse much
of their time aud labour is applied to the direct
production and manufacturing of what they usc;
much, agreat deal more than with us, goes in
eating, drinking, cooking, and in fuel-preparing,
and such small houschold work in which there
are no earnings or reproduction ; and, above all,
much of the workman’s means of earning, much
of his time, labour, and productiveness, is taken by
the Government, in the shape of wilitary and othes
duties, from the working-man. The small pro-
prietors oceupying and hving froin the land have
no surplus earnings to lay out in products of ma-
nufacturing industry. Having the rude necessa-
ries of life very much within themselves, they are
not forced into the market by any necessity ; and
being bred in rough simplicity at the age whena J§
man’s tastes and babits are forming, they have no &
very refined indulgences or tastes- to gratify, no
habits or usages of @ mode of living requiring the
aid of much manufacturing industry.
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Apropos of Sir J. Chifd, I have to remark that 3%

he founded the firnr which still retains his name

‘T'hey are not badly clothed, but on the ¥




