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shadow of the bangi îg aidiers that one sees mosl
ciuarly luto the bosuru 0f lb. iaughlng rivulet..

Captala Frazerlilstened vitheastonlshment
dismay aud grief ko the tale Miko prooeeded tb
relate, emotions la vhlch Mms lsra»aaMd hb
daughtcrs fully shared.

That the sesrch for Androsia had proves
utteriy unavsillng, tbough prosecuted wlth the
isimoet v igor and akîlI by Lum ber' Pete sud Bill,
witb a slrong Party ko assîsi,, was a mattor of
the molst serious moment, as itlolft ber fate ln
terrible ulcertalnty.

Theol0d Captain's face tltthed deeply yulh
emotion, %a ho listened Lo Mke's simple accouni
cf tht,- death ai bis olli commanding otllcer and
oarly trlend. Hie had lingerod for a couple of

day.î after the disappearanceofaiAudrosia, busilî
employed le vritixîg ,,duriug ino3 cf the lime,
and on the evenlng cf the Ihird day bad siept,
and sleeping, lied.

"iThe last vords ho sez ko me, wor, 'Miile if
ye vant3 me ta amay wherever 1 ba's goin' ko,
tale that vrl tin' down tk tho sîtilemeuts ta me
ouid friand Captale Frazer, an' dou't ho afther
,givie' h tatoanay one's banda bud iebIsove, do
ye boar ime Il'àOch, vîrra, Colonel darlîn''1 soz
1, 9'it vouldn't h. for the lîkes 0v me tk be
waulîn' ye te stay auywheres ye mightn't ho
comfortable, bat hopie' an' trustal'tIVII h. ther..
ways wld yo, l'il take the papurs. An' a good
man k Ithe pour an' a boart ov gold ko themn as
wantel ye've ever bali. Qed be good te ye, sur,
thilsdayt' Wld that be 100kmy band lu hern
long, white ciaa v h is, vil a shadowy lied
0v sinle. d'Goocl.bye, my goolfrieniklle,'h
saici, a'thenigbt la falle' thatthere la no mornin'
te. Look for my daughter.' lie turned bis
hoali round on the pilllew and lay lcokie' at the
aunsel unti ho fellcoff asiape, but ho nover
wakel.'"

Mîke vas e affiected by the remnembrauce,
that ho ll1ted the coon-akin cap suddenly by the
bail aed applied il k bhis eyes. After a pause he
proceeded ko give an aceonnt of Arcbie'a un-
lucky rencontre wltb Hawk-eye aud its disas-
trous result% ad sola i.colIess. k aay thal lie
vas lligened k vlith breaiblesInterest by the
little group. As ho conciluel, Mrs. F4

razer rose
aud waiked quleLly loto the lieuse. She vas
too ranch overcome vith emotlons of gratitude
and a sickenlug sei-se of what mlght have been,
ku romain. Olla sud Sidney followed ber, and
Captain Frazer sud Mike were left t-te-à-t-te.

"H ave yen the papers lat by my cl frieul ?"
luquIrali the former, suter a pause of painful
meditatlon-

aiYls, sur," responleli Mile, proceeding te
open Ibe befor-meutloeed leathern vallet.
&"liere they la. Och 1 bud lt'a a wake soravi
anyvays."1

The package ho hanled Captate Frazer vas
ludeeli dirocted la a barlly legible baud, te
"My old friendi sel fellow.omoIer, Captale

Richard Frazer, cf the - Blues."
laHae, Mile," said Captain Frazer, a' push

open that doer at tbe endi of,-tbe veranda, sud
woecl me luk lbhe library. Thank yen. Tisai

tIiilia.x Go back t te kitchen aud tel themn
to make you conîfortable. 1 shall have mucb
te say to yen le the merulng. Tell tbem also,
that I do flot wlahh. bedlsturbel for smre
heurs."1

Mlle giancel ln swed admiration round the
pretty rocm, cnly a library by mereat courtesy,
with ils chintz louuging chairs, Pearl sud rase
eLrpet, coverel wltb tangled bronze reeds sud
3ness, iii, book-sbelves of bird's-eye mapie, and
gieamlng basts, aud its pretty Ilttle ergan, the
pipesï gleaseing ineiiowly ln the cool sbadows,
sud withdrew, leaving tbe Captala ko a soluudeî
ho seldom coveted.

CHAPTER VIIL

NSEWS 0r ARCHIE.

lu the unusual solitude of the llbrary Captain
Frazer opened the dylng commuîiiçatlon cf bis
old friend. There was a long ietî.er adîreaseli to
baimself, and as sealler package labelled it"my
lusi vili sud testament," nusealod ta order that
Captain Frazer might peruse iâ contents, vhlch
hc pruoeelied ko do, net, however, until ho bal
mande hiraseli sequalined thoroughly wltiithe

>compuanyleg epistie.
The leiter, writtea in a falul but legible hand,

roiamenced by recalllng their clie frlendship
Wa miel. Il boucheli on Archle's arrivai, and
tben on the subject of Audrosa's disappearance,
ali hero Ilseemed tk variamb ii.theexpression
of somnetlîing 1ke love for the mislng girl; but
above ail there rau s current cf bitter belf..
upbraliug for bbe fatal mîsiako be bal ruade
lu aeclulilug ber se completely frora the varia.
l thon veut ce to give sn account of the arrivai

of7 Fariner ou the sceno, sud the unsuspected lu-.
IlLieuce lie had gained over bis outerlaluer.
-Whore I vas vealest I boasted cf îny

slrength," vwent on the letter. ai deemed myself
so completciy removed frorn danger by a kotal

;t minI la an empt.y page yet k h. vîitea upon.
It le te sncb sa inuas you I veulli enîrusathIe
task. I hsd nover heped tk meet a heart sud

o sOUIni 1e yours, ali I reel asurol that togoîber,
ir le this vilderness, yen vil focnl a purer sud

loftler lue. Tale bersud write yonrminI upon
i ber seul.' Thus 1 betrotheli Ibeni caroloa that
e Anlirosia, wlîh vbal appeared ke me senseles
1, b!tinaey, rebellel snl strcggled egainst tue

f yole I imposed upon ber. 1 mades a îi l u
i vhich 1 left Andrmais my sole boiress on conlii-

tien that she marle Fariner, and Ibis lit-
ialviaod teatan.nt I comimlted te bis keeplng.

t lie muai bave concealed ih vltb Jealouscare, fer
i afier bis deaîb the sîrlotest rsearcis faIli k tdis-
r cover ht amengst lis effiects. Graclualiy, suter I

* l Placed snci ,a île belîveen ns, I began te
feel rather thau ee a change lu hlm. Tise

*lovoly mnirage oa itbs assumeli character began
imnporceptlbly te fade aivay, sud the bare,

f repulslve, trno natuire reveaiel itgielf lesteal.
ilardly lu perceptible signa, but, perbaps, as Ij
began te loose my bel cn aris, my mental

rvision became cloarer. Il vas thon I wrote te
)you, cl irleel, boplcg un your couasels te fInl

some moeans cf escape frein thsetkils I had so
careîuîîy spcn round myseif alidiy chilI, but a

ihîgiser ordInauce tisan tisaIcfrtthe human vîlI
luterferel. I bave as yon vîll 80e, left your sou
Archi. my sole legatee, shoulli ho recoyer frein1

ibis vounli anli no trace cf Andross ho liscover.
e. 1 prsy, If the bunng longlng cf a seul cau
h. caleli prayer, Ibat &ise ln dead, but sometblug1

1telae me thal itlel net se. Fariner ln dend, sud1
thoein leas gleama cf oorifort. Ho bsd a1
poverful mînli ali orne cf Ilsoso miner vintues,
isîhcis frequeutly float lIke a bridge cf cobwebs
ovor tise pelsonous sud remorseleas current ofE
natures sncb as bis. Wo kelise foot ihat las
betrayeli te sucis a foothol." Thero vas mach
more, sud tise lutter closel vust an eamu'est
cominendatIon cf Androsia t toecare of bisà
cl frlends, if she shoulli ever h. luscovereI. On
readngthie vill Captai e Frazer roundi that1
Colonel Howard hali lied verthsosea Ovei
buedrol thousanli dollars, luyested princlpallyà
Ie Englis securlile., alilof viscb Axchle vas tk
passesa If Aulinesla remaluel undscoyeredl'for a
term cf five yesrs. Tho vili vas clearly snd1
succiuctiy vorliel, snd vas viteee by Milei
and Lumber Pote, se that Its legaUW wy as1
unimpeachable. Cnriously enough 15cr. vast
uot the toest due le eliber cf the documents te
show vbat or vhomn Fariner bad really been,
amidvison lis, clCaptaîn applled keMile
Murphy for Information on tise subjeet, MIke
pleadeli profoudIgnorance.

idHe 1cm coeday vil a couple cf guIdes, onta buatlng tovor, ho callel It, sud gel a alght's
iudging aitihe ouli place, se' litlou ot that the
onld master teck a mighhy fsncy ke hlm, aiu' ho e
stayel ou au' on, bal luck ho hilm, s malter cf '
îbrce years corne October. Ocis i ho ver the
bal sght te thse bouse, ho ver."

Id Dili ho nover sund or recoive letton r"ln-
quired. the.Captai; vWho vishel If possibe tho
chtila mre cue te bis friendii ho peses
aey, ln ci-ler tk commw2alcoaJ te thora the
lldings of bWs untimoly ond.'

" Dlvii a van, yer houer. It's my isolai,
s&vin' yer presenco, sur, that he'd noneo e
write tk bis ionda. Bure visat mol humai squal
te Ibrovn' limaI la the catI masther's oyes lalthe I
ways ho bld, If ho badn'i bis boit frlonl at bis0
elbov over au' alvaya? Bcd lt's net me assU
mnaIe bowid tk put s naine ko the ginîlemnan.
The saluts h. hoivan. us an' h isr, Ibi& day I
an' Ihia Wluona, lise poor liarlilt 11"

IlWhat ci ber, ali vbo la &ho.I" inqulrecl tih
Captalu. i

"Misa Droa'se fost.er-lster, sur. Tisey vern
as fond cf aicb cuber as tve yl bovez, but 8
fond as she vas cf Miss Drosia, mise vorsbippel U
thee lune unlibur lise foot cf Faraser, siso'b bave«
bravna skulfe acroas ber pUrtyybrowyathbroat
any day ho bold ber."t

66DId ho niake lov, k ber, thon ?"aIsItise
captain.

ed Bodad, yer houe1r, ther's coortîn' snd coortîn',y
an' lanbisWay ho bld Il atrong encugis, but quietb
an' sly mc as netotek corne round ke the Colonel
an' Miss Drosla; but It's mesaîlf over an' always
had uneormen fin. oyeigbt wherea aything
of that sort ver hnndy. Wbln 1 ver a bye lu
ýonuaugbt sure tîhe girle-ens chriiened me N

"6Mlle the M1ouser," consilieria' tise sc-noucf t
me ion that sort. Och 1 bcd tbat's a long timeh
ago. Itîe.»"i

Ilere Mile alighe'li etrospectively and sool P
biéired bei mourijully.Ile frîtai tisebacket c
hb neck for tise cocu 1tait, but it vas net thare,
and ibis brongisi hlm back te the preaeiît.

CaptileFraze-r ishoo l bIheali gravely. 64I1I
am afrai tisat tise Yunu v% atogeiber bal," ho i
uaii. - Vbure l.s tîhe gIrl uow ?"1t

66lIn the b son of th e saluts if ever a craythur I

pioceedel tk give tiie Captate au accouet cf berw
I brole death, te vhicb tee cl sollier listenel

dilin't lave mnchl irisind bita, iu,tiliîî' buit liq,
barrn a strifle Of daubes. fly tlse k@Is fai
thngu mistber Anly didn'I vat k corne up ke
us te larn lbe meain' cf svateheart. A purty1
crsy'tbor, Captaina dear !"1

Captain Frazer epenel the vorn merocco case1
sali tunnel bis chair tk tbe vledow te catch tbbc
llght, andi thua 1h vas that bMile diIInet sec bbec
expression on the ruggeli face as be lookel aI
tee portrait, lbough ho beard the lgiI ex-i
clamnatIon visîcisburast irom is iBlips.1

1,Wbat dîli ye Plage e ksay, sur?" inqulredt
Mile, shopping- forwarl; "do ye wnnt the blinI
lifieliV,?"

"4No, ne," ropliel Captain Frazer hnrriedlY, î
"lyen may go nw, Mile." "S6tay,"Y ho con-t
tInuel as M1r. Mnrpisy iip.koel towards bise f
door, Iltell me vas Fariner 111e ibis portrait, lu i
the tost?",

"lAs lIke as twe pase," roplildMlle decldedly,@
"barring the bock la tise oyos. Perbapsa suberN

aIl it Iriiiht a sistor an' net a swaiehieart, yer 1
honer ?"

IlPerbap,"> returnel the Captale absenbly. L
Mile vont oui clcsiug the do, ali tise

CaPtain. tunned bis palhlliface back kelise i
picture.f

Ho lookel aI il long ali eamnosly, bis bauds r
trembllng like lbaves le s strcag viel, snd yel t
Il vas butalsgli's face Ibat samilel np at hlm I
irons tise lusl. A sweet, fain face, firamedlne
Short curla of gelI, vits stralgbt, groclanc
features, sud cymo8 f thse beepeal bine. A r
Pathetuc fAme espit tise asiîle, seldbise roses t
blooaaiug on lise bellcateîy rouadel cheeks. Y
Tise deep eyes bal s pronbetlo, vlsloeary glance,v
ael Bi. lokd 111e sorue seoresa Sitting la 1h.ee
suInsineb cf a complote present happiacas, but t'

ocking envard ke a bugeiy boisiing shadov. i
ThOugJ tise case vas vomnand stainel, tbe N
Iniatur, vas vlvly fresh, the Colora brIlliant Il

as over. ta
For fully an hour, long suter laruema bal 8

fallnOn uthe room, the eld officer sat moionless tA
vus tise col lbis hand, sud then heerlng i]
Borne on. aI tise doonho prssel Il khi@bis, fi
snl tsi-st IL into bis bosoin. J(

In the mcc hime Mna. Frazer bal been read- t4
Ing s fev ialntiy penuedllInos bisat Archle bal fi
mal. simost supenhuman offerts ho @ond by ti
Mile. Tbey voie net mauy, but hey vere aIl Il
tinga ke bon. t

"My larlîng mother: g,
I I asalrigisi aat. Win h. borne ln

Octobor, Love tk aILf

h
"Is't 1htunnmy, Olla," sadli Sdney mou- a:tatl VOI79,1"tsaI heoiesa'it mention Cecil V?" 'IN%,dean, boy ooull ho 7 Bec bow falntly bis n

narae ls vritlon, I do vlsivewc al hlm. back aI a&once, Uama I'l,
Il"odo 1, 0110.4" rehuned Mm.Frazer auxioualy,c

"but 4il lun<ol ltime, my darllnag." 1
And i itàà lb.e èaiieturedis vieoclSe Ibis fé

m4"»Ws. 'el

VRAPTER VI.el
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li& Frases' ad lii. tisregirls Icoked stahes
De.Ptbta u l atOaslahaent amosî toc deep for
words Tisat, ho abouts feel tisedeahh or bis tt
old fnend and beuafaotor aculely, vas *k h. o
expectied; Il vas Dot Altiqgotbor unreasonable bi
that ho sheul have ever mal cup all aigisîatsiesm
la tise lbrarY vIltiith door lockel, thblnlng of w
anl mounuing hlm; but tbat ho shoulli request te
bis, vîfo sud daughters tk Wean mourniug for a Siua tisey bal never se.; sand cee net even g
reraotoly cennoe<i vîitiste fansily. vas raîberw
siarllg. Olia's fa4ce grev pensive asmiseile
tbougisi cf ber rose-oirel grenadine ali larI- fisyed Hubert Deavîlle, ior visose ospectal ho- er
wilebrasut Il bal bacc purciael; sel Sidney disho invariably dbd exaclly as ueemel beagtla
lio es, broIe lato kn&aut mutiuy. el

-" Nov, papa,, îbaî's Whist I <al1 cruel,vison f&
Yecu ow yoc bal promaiseld ciy sud 1 nov o,
bluo velveteens for the vinter sali <robe caps y(
aud uuàs, lo vant mste Wear hldeoua cripe clatis m
&" devdy eld bil«astracisausI()h, papa, l'ai pi
isisamed of you, air 11" lula ber moodâ ofexcîtement golden-baîrel Bld ey
was noLiser api to ho a ihule vill Inleer puc- St
tnaticn, and aven spIritual lcoklng Delly, v'ith 4her Clylle-lîke houai and aaieîly face, beuniel a
1111le dîsturbel. Tise Captain, vis a a menoly
>eteelleg tk breakfast, pushel away hiâ coffe. fg3
cup and leant balk, viii :à trangeîy voin lolk, na
an bis chair. euIlWell, well t" ho saldI, I on'l pies theolit
point, but conaier bow varnlly my pour fi-bal v
msust bave Ibougbt cf us alekloave your bru- mx
tier bis hoir." pi

ilOh, Of coue, paa," said Sidney, practically;ni]
' but thon consiier that Anîr"sa muay appear
any day, ali I'm mitre, poor dean, I hope sis e x

"86111i f yon viiss IL, dean, f-crselhg
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tentrio flg '7indows of the dilnlg roun, àa
spicy incense floated througb the room. Ontside
On the lawn the maples flaunted their flaming
banners oif ire and gold la the sun, and the knots
Of furbelowed dahlias and variegated chrysan-
themuros burned and glowed like gemns froas
the soft green of the emerald turL A few
truant leave4 fluttered lîke brilliant.winged
bîrds8 acroas the lawn, and ",rose the river sailed
al stork, hie long legs streaming out behind hlmt
like penuants. A peacock strutted ln the sun,
through the vines shot an arrow of llght across
the dainty table, witb lie old silver and brilliant
china, and lta central bouquet of autumn borrÉes,
gorgeous leaves, and rlch mnosaics of gravely
tinted lichens, their cool greys dotted with in-
flnltl.sslîuaî, rubies, paly browns and goldrz, sImd-
Lng into sottest green. and sprays of féru froas
the dim shades of the woods. Captale Frazer's
gaze to0k note of sione of thoso tbings, but
wandered acraSs the St. Lawrence, and let itscîf
ln the distance, the bazy, dreamny, ueutte.rably
lovely distance Of a Canadian sky, le the fali of
Liie year.

"Oh,1 mammna " ejacuilated Sidney, ln dismay
at bier niother's words, and she looked pttousiy
from Doily to 011.4 the latter of wh'om had re-
mained gsuent because shA wislîed t0 gratify lier
father ln bis êxtraordinary freak. Indeed, had
lie entreated hier to appear ln a toilet of last
year's fashlons, she would have braved tbe sar-
tasm 0 f her bosoru friend3 and done so uninur-
nitrlngly. Dolly dittn't speak, because slic hlu
nothlng to say; the normal condition of the
pensive young beauty, wbom nature bad gilted
vith the Inestimable boon of a deeply spiriual
exprepssion and a kind of rapt air, whicb veiied
the simple fact that she possessed but oe idea
ad was capable of but one emotion. The idea
vas a supreme consciousness of the beauty of

ier exquisite face, the emotion an intenbe
affection for bier own limmediate family circle.
She waltzed the slow, drearny German waltzew
to a mirvel, but no one bad knowa hier durlng
tha scason In whlch she bad been in aoclety to
flash through the eddyiag whirla of a galop,
nian a saow-ahoelng party, or do ene tbing llkely
to accelerate the motion of the cool ruby fluid
flowlng througb bier beautiful forîn or disarrange
the lovely Greek Coiffure that sulted ber Clytie
head so admirably. Wbee Uoderick Armnor,
the clever, rlsing, klndly Young lawyer, with a
good practice and many frienda, bad &qked her
ln broken toues of strorig emotions of hope and
ear, to grace bis pretty home le Montreul, nbs
had aald diyes"I very sweetiy and coolly, and
wondered vaguely why bis voice ahouid tremble
and bis dark eyes bure as ho asked bier. They
were to be married ln the coming sprirîg, ani
already Mrs. Frazer aud Olua were busy wlth
lainty embroiderles for the pretty trousseau,
whlle Sld sssisted the lovely bride eleet in the
Domposition of lier replies ko Roderick Armer'.
lve letters; and if that hard-working young
lllow, penderlug over those vlolet-perfumed
Lpisties ln bis chambers ln Montreal, pounoed
Dagerly 'on some tiny sentence that seemed to
echo, bsck something of the maurmur of the.
strong tide of love that rolied .through bis large,
bouest heart, lt was ko Bid'às imagi nation that h.
ras Iudebted for the boon. Bi4 said It vas
splendid practie," and Doily was graieful for
àe nid, and vaguely adînired Sld'. powers of
cmposition. di t's 60o nice," she used ko say la
er tender expressive voice, "ifor you know,
ramma, I reslly sbould not know ln the lest
'bhat k say k Mr. Armor." ie was " Roderlck"
A bier mother and 011e, and làRoddy Iltk port

1d, but k bler he vas ilMr. Armor," who had
r[yen. ber a very pretty engagement ring, and
wboni she was ko marry ln the spring. lier
,aze nover penetrated into the matrimonfi
iture beyond a hazy vision of ber namne and hie
)n white eeamelled carda, tled togethier wltb
lanty bows of white satin riband.
"doh, mamma," sald Bld, and at that piteous

Eclamation Captain Frazer wrencbied bis gaze
niam the blue distance and looked aI hie young-

.t daughter, Wbo sat facing hlm, radiant as a
rung Flora, ik a fashionable bine and white
nornlng dresa; despite ber dimitress, faînt dîmn-
es ftlckering round ber rosy moutit and a
urklng smile weady ko break Ilalier wlde, brigbt
res. lier young, unclouded beauty seerned kx
trIk hlm wlth fresb force, and ho ad softly,
1Yes, JI, would h. a plty k ,casi a shadow on
mo, my bright Sid."1
"dPapa," crtei l Sd, suddenly. repentant, and
lng round the table ko catch hlma round the
ek wltb ber slender pink-tinted armas. "ll
ut off my hair andi Wear a wldow's cap, if you
lke. It vas only my nonsense; and, aftEý, ail.
rhen one bhs a good complexion One noedu't
amd weariug black, and il need only h. comn-
ýlmeutary-wbite dresses trimmed withblback
Mi the vinter sets in, you kuow."
flxespite bis evîdent melaucboly, Captain Fra-
er laugbed beartlly.

Il vas rather a grotesque plece of folly on my


