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FROM LADY WILLOUGHBY'S
DIARY.

O#r times I scomo to have no power of

giving my Miud to Prayer or Meditation,

but walke about the

QOct. 26,1634, “Youse, or sit down
with a DBooke or
Wednesday,  Needlework  before

mo almost without
consciousness and well-nigh without life.
What doe all pust ‘Lrialls and Vexations
appeare, now a burthen of Sorrow is layd
upon me, I am unable to bearo? I hind
Known Grief and Disappointment, and
already in my short exporienco of hte
had learnt tha. this State of Existenco 1s
onely a Preparation for happiuess here-
after, not happiness itselfo: But a pre-
cioue Lifo came from Heaven, my beau-
tifu! Child smil'd on me ; Ilhield it to my
Heart, and did think it was my owne.
What greate evil have I done in thy
sigl;t, O Glod, that thou hast thus stricken
mo

At Prayer my Lord was sensibly
affected by hearmg
the words, Suffer lit-
tle Children to come
unto me, and forbid
them not, for of such
ts the Kingdom of
Heaven; the beold-
ing him thus overcome by strong emotion,
led mo to consider my owana Couduct,
and I do feare me, I have been very sclf-
ish in the indulgence of my own Sorrow,
too regardlesse of him who equally with
mo hath lost the deare Sonne of ns Love,
and who doth ever strive to strengthen
and support me, and would fain lead me
to take an Interest in our family Con-
cerns, aud in the Weltara of our neigh-
bours, but Grief lieth heavy o¢n his
Heart. I felt another reproof in his
looke of teudernesse und commiseratrion,
as, at our mid-day meal, I sont away the
plate, the food untasted : I roused myself
to oxertion, and was repay’d the effort
when his Eye rested on me approvingly.
The Servants left the room, he tock my
Arm within his, and we walked to and
fro in sweet and solemn silence: My
Heurt, which had been strangely shut ur,
melted within me, whe: he utter'd a fcw
gentle Words: and I felt there was yet
something left to live tor. Surely tolum
was due the poore remaiuving powers of
my Mind aud Affections. ’

Arose this morning with mind more

composed than for sometite past, Cicely's
. Bothsrill,and I went
dowa to see her: She
isa bright Example of
Patience, her Trialls
and Sufferings havs
beene manifold,bodily
pain the leost, has lost three Children in
infazcy and oue daughter grown up: and

Oct. 27,
. Thursday.

Oct. 29.
Saturday.

yot, can it be, has knowa still deeper
SOrTow.

Roturn’d through the Park: nover saw
Chestouts aud Beeches more beautiful in
‘the autumn tints, the fallen leaves crushed
pleasantly beneath my Feet, the Sun was
sotting hotore I was aware, and the Aire
grew suddenly chill. ‘Taking the nearest
way, I entered the houso by a side door,
aud there, beneath the old Mulberry, saw
the little Cart and Whip us they had
beeno left by my pooro Clild tho last ho
wns out, and where he looked so tired,
und § carried him in ; Ystooped and hiding
it beunath my cloke, wout straight up
staira : no Hand had touched it since his:
the tears I wept over it did me good: it
seemed my innocent right to weep over
this Tokon of my lost one.

Health and strength msond: make a
point of walking in
Long Gallery when-
soover the weathorad-
mits not of my going
out : while so employ-
ed repeat Psalms aud
other portions of Holy
Writ, therein finding profitable subjects
of meditation and peaceful Thoughts:
Ofter: has been brought to my miud the
text, Jwas brough? low, and Hs helped
me : now is my deare Mother’s Care re-
paid, in the help I find it to have by me
such recollection of the Lessous she
taught,

My early habits in the morning have
been sadly interrupt-
ed: frequent restlesse
nights, ottensleeplesse
for hours together,
and awakening lan-
guid and ill at ecase:
often in the long nights, my Fancy is dis-
quited in looking forward to again be-
coming a Mother, and that ere long, least
happy the Infunt nourished beueath a
heart so saddened by Grief, should, if
permitted to enter on existence, bo de-
prived of that Joyfulnesse of nature which
is the Birthright of the young Spirit;
but whatever may be the Ordering of my
Héavenly Father, lot me submit; too
often have I rebelled against his just
Appointments. In the words of the
Psalmist, let me pray, Znler not inlo
Judgment with thy Servant, O Lord, m,
f}""‘“& is overwhelmed within me. my

eart within me s desolate - hide not thy
Face from me : inthee do I trust.

Ouce more with a grateful Hearte do ]
record the Mercy of
our Heavenly Father,
in that he hath per-
witted his upworthy
Servant to live to be-
hold the face of ane-
ther LZiitle One. Yet now must I rejoyce
with trembling over & Being so fraile:
the fulse.se and brightnesse of a young
Mother can never againe be my Experi»
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Jan. 12,1636-7.
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enco; sinco that joye had bene the Sourco
of & Suffering and Agony nover ta be
forgotten.  Death follow'd into the
Iabitation wherein Life had just took
up its abode. Not in short spaco of
time can tho I{eart recover such Dispon-
sations, and in tho Exccllonoy of no after
joys can it ever forgot the stroko that
first destroyed its sweotest hopes: Death
oncoe scene at our hearth loaveth a shadaw
which abideth there forever. Juring the
long period of Sicknosso that, has beoen
my portion, I have ondeavour'd through
tho Divine Grace, profitably to emplo
tho Solitary Houres, and do now seo mucﬁ
Mercy in the return to Hoalth graduall,
The Needful Quiet led mo to seck a
Spiritnall Communion, whereby I humbly
hope 1 um the bettor fitted for the Per-
formaunce of the severnl Duties of Life,
trusting not in my own Strength, that
truly would bo a broken reed.. Zord/
thy vod and thy staff thoy comfort mes
yeo, oven the rod, thougi it hath smitten
mo to the earth. :
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