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J udige ilot the Loid b>' feeble selnse,
Blit îrii,î 1 Iin for -ls gnice

Jcidafrwning 1)r-ovi(lcncce
1 l I ii'ite. a snllîug face.

Ii,;>W~OC wil I ijlcl filst,
i. nftuitlîng ee huer

lth Nd llmy hl.-ve a bitter tabte,
But sweet %vilI the Uiclower.

THE SPIRIT 0F THE AGL-.
J'A, G. D. BAVNE, ]3.A.

Ou//bne of anz orcition ddwlierci al z<igo,~VwY>k i. i $
b. is part of uvery man's bust.iness to watch the signis of the tiînes. No man

is j>repared for the dnty of die age %vlo lias not, in minie nie.1sure, appre-

bc useftil in biis day, and genieration, t0 keep) bis baund uipon die puise of his
own times. It is îlot ilecessary to approve of nien's views and feelings in
order to do tlbem good ; it is necessary, hiowever, to rcacbi thecir plane, in
point of synipaîhy at least ; to appreclate the foi-ce of the îhings wilichi
iiniluience thein, and to enter, -ts fatr as posiible, into flheir spbiere of thoighit
and feeling.

W'C are invariably rnisled by partial views of things, by Ci. Paï,*k
evidence, by hast), generalizations, by the contricted otuîlook of sellishiness,
and, ivhiile it nay be inîpracticable ftilly to eliiminate be ditturbincr causes
frorn our thinking and acting, it is stili possi ble to rudtice thecir influenlce.
W'e are flot yet inade perfect. We are not omniscient. Jt is sale to assumne
that nain is îîot ominiscient-tlie hierarcliy of science noîiihstaiding.
Ncitlier is lie likelv to bc for sonie tinme to corne. Wliilc admitting. this
disability. ht is sîjîl tbe duîty and tie privilegc of cvery min~ to judge and to
act froiii as wide a range of evidcec as lie cati gatlher and to nlrethe
sphlere of bis vision as far as in liinî lies. 'l'le design of tbis j.aliur is to answer
two questions :

I. I!'litit iç te spirit of our age ?' It niay be, and lias becin, varionsly
charicterized, but it secins to nie that, in the last ana1%ýis, thecre are four
great cirrents of influtence iu buman socicty to-day, -xlichi give d-iariacter to
the tinics i» which wue li"e.

<i.) 'l'le spirit of the age is ittili/iaiinadr71c/ The quiestions
whichi risc 10 ail lips are, "Howv will it pay," Il What is it goud for 1 ' To
percuive the fuli truîhl of this rernark it is necessary only 10 compare science
as tinderstood by the ancients and science as we understand it. Science in
ancient timies vas speculative, theoretical and iiristocrau«zic. Socrates îvas
alImos.. the only mnia ini antiquity Nyho sems to have bc frec from
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