
THLE IDEALS OP THE 0Oi-D TESTAMEN~T.

discerns truth and righteousness for itself by dlirect intuition,
-which. counts on maintaîning the loftiness of its purpose and
the purity of its aims b)y constant Comm~union w-ith God.
'%Vithiin certain limits ail thiese types are lcgitiniate and have
thieir ow'mahe But cachi is beset w'ith its oiwn d'aucers, un-
happily too often realized. Jewisli ixistory ihistrates both the
types and their dangers. The 01<1 Testament furnishies at
least sorne of the miaterials for discirninatitig) judgrnent as
to whcirc the true emphasis should be laid.

The ceremonial type naturally arose frorn the cercrnonial
regulations -%vich form such a, large portion of %"-le ka, of
Moses, and foui-d its chief encouragrement originally in the
l)riests, 4 -vho hiad an interest in the conscientieus observance of
these regulations. In the post-exilian perîod, -vheni, hy. the
wlhirligig of polities, the priests -vere led to takze a somewhat
different attitude, their earlier role was tal<en up by the party
of the IPharisees, wvho prided thernselves on the punctiliousness
w~itli whiclh they observed ail the Mosaic, rides, and eveni
their reinote implications> thiat had corne to be recognized
as traditions by the eiders. They rigidly observcd the laws
as to clothing, food, things dlean and unclc-an, fcasts, fasts,
tithes, hours of prayer, and Sabbatie restrictions. Thieir
whole conduct wvas hiedged up bet-ween rites and formns, until
they mnad 'e thieir lives a burden through the fear of tranis-
gressilg thei.

INor nxuist it be assîuned that t.hey ail -were hyplocritical iii
the zeal. -with which they insisted on these things. In some
respects the Phiarisees haýve received less than justice at the
bands of history. Their position -%vas certainly one thiat
favorcd hypocrisy, and th-ere niust have «bee!n many hypo-
crites ainong- thieni to warrant the condenination of Chriist.
But if they hiad been. ail hypocrites they wotnld speedilY
hiave forfeited the respect of ever:ybody. Thiere nust have
been inany earnest, God-fearingy men amoxng theux to keep
-fhe hypocrites in, countenaiice, and we ixeedl not doubt that
in not; a few- instances they found support for the mnainten-
ance of righit cliaradter in txe very- rigidity of tlieir systcmi.


