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A Morning Drive in August.

PRTER ANDERSON,

We pass along the rocky rim

Of inland s¢as that stretich away
To where upon the scaline dim—

Rises the first red flush of day.,
Then turning from the shingly shore,
We climb the limestone ledges hoar;
And teave belnd the plashing play
Of waters in the rock-bound bay.

We pass where peaks fantastic stand
Around, 10 mad confusion hurled,
As if some ‘Titan's giant hand
Had pushed them from the under
world.
Had raiscd the rock-ribbed surface up
1n rounded dome at. 1 stony cup ;
Lightly as childien in their play,
Would toss on high the new.made hay.

With morning’s freshness in the air,
eond every leafsull fringed with dew;

With bird-songs sounding cverywhere,
Our fores; joutney we pursue,

We drive beneath the rustling screen,

Of maple branches—emetald green ;

Where wearing wheels so seldom pass,

The track is clothed with creeping

grass.

And as we slowly pace along,
The grassy wheel track ever ends

Its course amid the crowding throng,
Of giant trees through  which it

bends.

But as we thread it cvermore,

It opens on and on before. -

Unul we drive into a dream

Of drifting down some winding stream,

We scarcc. believe that heavy hands—
That countless hot and hurying feet,
Are toiling on in weary lands—
Are tramping through the dusty
street.
In that great restless grasping world,
Wherce greed's black flagis neverfurled ;
Where hearts are broken in the strife
And battle for the bread of iife,

Where galling want forcver binds,
The workers with its iron chain;

And ceaseless labor seldom finds,

of rest.it secks 10 gain;

But toilera'toil their lives away,

That idlers may have means to play ;

And they that ncither toil nor spin,

Are ever those vho enter in.

Wherc men can scarcely stop to lay
The broken forms of those that fall,
Beneath a little kindred clay,
The common resting place of all,
Before with cager feet they rush,
To find their places in the crush;
The ceaseless gtind from which the
. grave,
In mercy conies at last to save.

That fields fic panting bare and brown,
Beneath the hot unclouded sky ;

*Where day by day the sun pours down,
Fictce glances from a lidless eye.

While we can catch the grateful sheen,

Of water through the waving green ;

And far its flaming floor upon

The golden pathway of the sun.

Hepworth, Ont.,
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The Commlssion vs. Denomina-
tionalism.

XXIL

T. B. KNOWLES.

Luther, in combatting the errors of
the Church of Rome, speaks of baptism
as follows: “* God has presetved to us
this sacrament alonc purc from human
traditions. God has said: ‘He that
believeth and is baptized, shall be
saved.”  This promise of God ought to
be prefetred 1o the glory of all works,
to all vows, satisfactions, indulgences
and cverything which man hasinvented.
Now, on this promise received by
faith, depends our salvation. .
God 18 faithfulto His promise. 1 have
reccived the pledge of it in baptism.
If God is for me, who can be against
me? Oht bow rich is the baptized
Chnstian,” ete. (D'Aub. Hist. Ref,
162-3.) Agan, says Luther, * This is
not dune by changing of a garment, or
by any laws or works; but by a new
birth, and the rencwing of the inner
man, which is donc in baptism; as
Paul saith, “ All ye that are baptized

have put on Christ ; also, ‘according to
His mecrey, He saved us by the wash.
ing of regeneration and renewing of
the Holy Spirit (Titus iil. 5.) For,
besides, that they who are baptized arc
renewed and regenerated by the Holy
Spirit to a heavenly righteousness and
to cternal life.” (k. on Gal. IIL. W. K,
p. 17.) In his catechism is the follow.
ing: * Q.~What ate the benefits of
baptism? A,—1It causes the forgiveness
of sins, deljvers from death and the
devil, and gives everlasting salvation to
those that believe as the word and
promise of God declares.  Q.==Which,
are these words and promiscs of God ?
A, ~Those in which our Lord declares :
¢He that belicveth and is baptized
shall b¢ saved, and he that believeth
not shall be damned.*” (Mark, xvi. 16,
1 Peteriii. 21.) Hall 30. Thelanguage
of Luther 1s strong, and clearly shows
that he held baptism to Le for the r¢
mission of sins. Nor is Calvin less
clear. Hesays: “. . . From baptism
our faith derives three advantages . . .
the first is, that it s proposed to us by
the Lord, as a symbol and token of
our purification, . . . For he com.
mands all who believe to e baptized
for the remission of their sins. There.
fore those who have imagined that bap-
tism is nothing more than a mark or
sign by which we profess our religion
before men, as soldiers wear the ensign
of their sovereign as a mark of their
profescion, have not considered that
which was the principal thing in bap-
tism ; which is, that we ought to receive
it with this prownise, ¢ He that believeth
and is baptized shail be saved.”” (Cal.
on Bap. 4, 5.) Agamn, ¥ Ananias, there-
fore, only intended to say to Paul,
*That thou mayest be assured that
thy sins are forgiven, be baptized. For
in baptism the Lord promises remission
of sing; receive this and bo secure”
(C.B.18) | .

We "next’ Kear “John' Wesley, as
quoted in * Dectrinal Tracts,” and
published by the order of the General
Conference, N. Y., 1825, ‘“ What are
the Jenefits we receive by baptism ? is
the next point to be considercd ; and
the fint of thesc is the washing away
the guilt of original sin by the applica.
tion of the merits of Christ's death.”
Again: % By baptism we, who were
* by natute children of wraih,’ are made
the children of God ; and this regener-
ation, which our church in so many
places ascribes to baptism, is more
than barely being admitted into the
church, though commonly connected
therewith; being, ‘grafted inte 1the
body of Christ's church, we are made
the children of God by adoption and
grace.’ ‘This is grounded on the plain
words of our Lord (John iii. 5), ** Ex
cept a man be born again of water and
the spitit, he cannot enter the kingdom
of God.! By water, then, as a mean,
the water of baptism, we are regenerated
or born again; whenee it is also called
by the apostle, ‘' the washing of regen-
cration,’” ete. (. K. p. 21}, Once
motre . * If infants are guilty of original
sin, then are they proper subjects of
baptism ; secing, in the ordinary way,
they cannot be saved wnless this e
washed away by baptism. Tt is true,
the Second Adam has found a remedy
for the disease which came upon all
by the offense of the first; but the
benefit of this is 1o be received through
the means which He hath appointed ;
through baptism, in paticular, which
is the ordinary means He hath ap
pointed for that purpose, and to which
God hath tied us, though He may not
have tied himsell” (D. T. pg. 251.)
Wesley also says, Notes on Acts xii,
16, * Baptism, administered 10 2 real
penitent, is both a means and a seal of
pardon.” (C. and R. 440.) It will be
seen that Me. Wesley uses stronger

makes baptism “a seal of pardon.”
Paul says we are scaled by the Holy
Spitit. Eph, iv. 30. " With the Holy
Spirit of promise.” ©h, i. 13. More
might be quoted from Wesley's writings,
tothe same cffect; but we will hear
Richard Watson, vcho was also a writer
of high standing in the M. E. Church.
He says in his comments on 1 Petes,’
fii. 20: "It is thus that we see how St.
Peter preserves the cotrespondence
between the act of Nozh in preparing
the ark as an act of faith by which he
was justified, and the act of submitting
to Christian baptism, which is also
obviously an act of falth, i order fothe
remistion of tims Qr the obtaining a
good conscicnce before God™ ... .
“’I'he whole passage can only be con-
sistently taken to teach us that baptism
1s the outward sign of our entrance
Into God's covenant of merey, and that
when it isan act of twe faith it be.
comer an fustrument of salvation, like
that act of faith in Noab, by which,
when moved with fear, he *prepared
an ark to the saving of his house,'” etc.
{Th. In, I, 625.) (Ital. mine.)

Clark, commenting on Titus iii. s,
says: . , . “Baptism is only a sigm,
and therclore should never be separated
from the thing signified ; but itis a rite
commanded by~ God Himself, and
therefore the thing signified ('the
cleansing, purifying influences of the
Holy Spirit’) should never be expected
without it.” ‘These leatned writers
agriee with Wesley's statement that,
Y Baplism” , . . . “is likewise 2
precious means swhereby this faith and
hope are given to them that diligently
seek him” (sce Wesley's scrmon on
the church, p. 156, H. 128). And
also the words of Benson, a
brother  Muothodist  with  Wesley
and Clark, in his comments on
Acts i, 38, should be given here,
he says : )¢ ARg Re baptized every one
of you In the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ.! . . . This is pressed on each
patticular person,—svery one of you,
says the apostle.  Even those of you
who have been the greatest sinners, if
they comply with these terms, shall
find mercy through this Jesus; and
those who think they have been the
freatest saints, yet have need to com-
ply with them, repentance, faith, and
new obedience, being necessary for all.
For the remission of sins which you
may obtain through Christ crucified in
this way, and ¢an obtain it in noother.
Repent of your sins, and they shall not
be your ruin ; believe in Jesut, and be
baptized in that faith, and you shall be
sustified” (H. 3t.42), Barnes, the
Presbytetian commentator, writing on
John iii. 5, says - ¢ Botn of water: by
water here is evdently signified bap-
tism ; thus the word is used, Eph. v.
26, ‘Itus iii. 5, Jesus here says that it
is an ordinance o} His religion, and a
sign and seal of the renewing influence
of His spirit, so He said : * He that be-
lieveth and 1s baptized shal 8¢ saved’
(Mark xvi. 10). . . This s the way, the
appropniate way, of entering into the
kingdom of the Messiah here and here-
alter.  He cannot enter into the true
church here, nor in the world to come,
except in the way appointed, hy a
change of heart and the proper ex-
prestion of that change in the ordi-
nances appointed by the Saviour™ (H.
40).  More anon,

Oft in Peril.

Lives of children are often en-
dangered by sudden and violent attacks
of cholera, cholera morbus, diarrhoea,
dysentery and bow.l complaints. A
reasonable and certain precaution is to
keep Dr. Fowlers Extract of Witd
Siwrawbertry always at hand,

language than the Scriptures seem to
watrant, TheNew Testament nowhere

For coughs, use Slocum's Emulsion,
35¢
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Truth 8tranger than
Fiction.”

A STORY OF SOULS WHOSE
PATHWAY BEGAN IN DARK.
NESS, BUT BRIGHTENED UNTO
THE PERFECT DAY,

BY PROF. D. R. DUNGAN,

Formerly sold in cloth bind-
ing for $1.50, but can now be
had in good paper covers for
the small sum of 40 cents.

Subscribers to the CaNADIAN
EvanceList have still an op-
portunity of getting the book
and the paper for one year for

$1.26.

" »

“ON THE ROCK" dis.
cusses in a popular way' the
Gospel plan of salvation, and
goes quite fully into the ques-
tion of Baptism ~- subjects,
mode, and object. Being in
the form of a story, it is in-
tensely interesting to young as
well as old. It leads the reader
to **search the scripures.”

Have you a friend you wish
to interest in New Testament
Christianity ? Send us 60 cts.
and we shall forward him a
copy of ‘‘On the Rock,"” and
also mail Tue Evancerist {o
him for three months,

Address all orders to

GEO. MUNRO,
85 Wellington St. North,
HAMILTON, ONT,
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