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Illercial conipanics, continuc(l to i>asl
farward the work o>f Arctîc exploration
"0 that the additions ta geographical
knowledgre included Hu lson's' Strait and
13 iy, Davis' Strait, Bjaflin Bay, as wcell as
the North Atlantic froni G;r-enlaîîd to
Nova Zeinhla.

The next h undred years were spetit in
settling the ownersbip of the discovcred
lands and in reaping the profits of the
diffi-rent industries" estahlisbied, rather
than in prosecuting the discovery of either
the north-east or the north west p)assage.

In the beginning of aur own century,
however, the interest in Arctic exploration
was revived ; for in 1818 a reward of
£20,000 was offe2r.d by tlte English giv-
erniment for making the north-west pis-
sage and of 5,ooo for reaching 89 0
north latitude. Judging by this it would
seeîn that it %vis then considered an easier
task ta reacb the 89th parallel of latitude
than ta round North Anierica ; but the
north-west l:issaige lias la ig since been
discovered, yet the bighiest latitude so far
attaincd is 83' 24'. As a consequence of
the renewed interest, several expeditions
Were sent out under Ross, Parry,
and Franklin, aIl of wbomn afterwards
signalized thenielves by their great
achieveînîents in Arctic exploration. J>arry
inl x82o sailed from Baffini Bay ta the
West into Lancaster Sound, where, being
stopped by the ice, he successfully passed
the winter on Melville Island. This was
the mast ivesterly point sa far attained
and, in fact, had Parry been able ta pass
througb the strait which lay befare bim,
he would have entered upon the open sea
and have eàsily reached Behring Sca. But
the very obstacle whicb impeded bii,
Q fîerwa.rj 5 brouight disaster ta nîany an~s Arctie expedition. lFor on the Ainerican
Side of the Arctic Ocean, the only open-

S Iflgs for the trernendous fields of ice con-
8 tantly drifting southward frorn the pale,
are those of L'incaster and Smiitn's Souinds.
flûth are too narraw and sballow ta allow

? the vast floes ta pass, sa the ice is jamrned
Y between the islands and piled together

'In vast irregular masses. 1- this w.ty the
Channels are alrnost continually bi )f ked,
and navigation is rendered ver)' difficult

k. and dangerous, for wvhen a vessel is caugbt
ti the ice nothing can save the ship) i self,
aild t he only means of escape for the crew,

s ta L truast tu the icc an] J tdcavor ta reacb
the coast. After bis return ta England
P-arry undertook another expeditian, but
failed ta accomplisbi anytbing further in
regard ta tb. north west passage. 1Yindin(g
tL usclesi ta attempt ta proceed furtber ta

the west, lie turned his attention toward
the pale, and proceeded by way of Spitz-
bergen, in tbe Nortb Atlantic. Leaving
bis sbipi tbere lie took ta tbe rnoving ice,
and attenl)ted ta reach the pale iii sledge-
boats. He succeeded in attaining tbe
lîigb latitude af 82" 45 ', but bis attenipt
prot'ed tbat it is useless ta trust ta the
drifting ice in polar exploration.

Captkin John Ross, a conternparary of
Parry, wbilst on a voyage in 1829 ta the
nortbh western seas, located the north
mnagnetic p) )le in latitude 7o' N. and
longitude 96' W. The magnetie needle
in the nortbern hb-misphere points ta tbe
rnagnetic poale, and cansequently for ail
p)laces east of the 96tb meridian the needle
will deviate west if truc nortb ; and for
al positions west of it the needle will
deviate ta the east. Another interesring
feature about the magnetic pale is its
scientifle bearing, for it is the centre of
the great auroral displays sa frcquent in
tbe far nortb. Tbe maonotony of tbe long
winter darkness, wbicb Iasts for nioe than
four montbs, is broken by this beautirul
aerial pbenomenan accurring here in aIl
its grandeur.

Tbe nortbern ligbts bave tbeir centre at
the magnetîc pale, and hence it is gen-
erally believed tbat tbey* are cannected
with electricity. I)irectly aver the pale a
crimson arcb is formed and brigbt rays
sboot out from it cavering tbe sk>' in ai
directions witb an ever cbanging sheet of
flame. lFor miles arouind tbe arcb can he
seen, and the position of tbe magnetic pale
locited. One of the chief scientific objcts
of nortbern voyages is ta deternîine clearly
tbe cause of these brilliant diýpla>'s, and
tbercby ta sbed ligbt an tbe real nature of
magnetism and its pheruomena.

After Ross several navigatars were sent
out fronm England, but it wvas not until Sir
J ohn Franklin's famnous voyage that any.
îbing of interest or advantage accurred.
Franklin had been au)pointed Governor af
'lasmania in recognition of bis great ser-
vices in the exploration of Arctic Anierica.
At the end of bis terni of office be wvas


