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M ONG the mnany charming4 ritcrs of fiction, the naine
of I)ickens stanids pre-einient

on accouiit of bis sparklingr humor.
Iii nonie of bis characters is this
m~ore faithfufly enibocicci, than in
the immortal W-ilkins icawbcr.
Fronm our first acquaintance in the
countitig-house of Nlurdstone and
Grinby, lie passes before us lighlten-
ing Up the gloomy shadows, throughi
which we fiollow tie cheekereci career
of David Copperfield.

Mv icawber's persoiial appearance
betokencis whiat we are ta expect in
the manl imiself. Ile is sure to
attract attenition throughl several
littie peculiarities of clress, which are
ail bis owni. I-le is iniatcbly clad
in ticghlts surino<unted by an immense
collar, which ever thréatens bis an-
nihilation. An immiiacula-.te cravat
encircles bis tbroat, mlakzing a fitting
backgrouncl for a rucldy countenance.
Thicn you mlust flot fail to notice the
single cyeglass scrcwecl int() bis faice,
iior the canie whichi is zalways carried
at suchi a genteel I)ois.

On1 zddressiing imii, mne of bis
mnost prominenit traits mnanifcests
itsclf in bis e.xtremne verbosity. 'l'le
most commonplace cvents arc des-
cribed ini the most figurative ]an-
guagie. The more unintelligible it
ia-y bc to bis hecarers, the better

suitedI it is to bis fiancy, even
tbough lie bc compelleci t()
descend t() the un-ga-rniishied langruage
of c-ve-,ry-clay lufe ta, make imiself
unclerstoocl. \Ve are ahiwzys pre-
pared for this fall by the explosive,
"ini shiort."' The first intimation of
this failinig is whien Micawber offers

his services as ai guide through
London. \Vhat cani be more ridi-
culous than the lofty poetical flighit
essa-,yed in the folloving passage,
and the igrnominious fail ta unaclorn-
cd prose. ? " Uncler the impression,"
said Mr. Mlicawber, " that your
peregrinations in this nietropolis
have not as yet beeni extensive, and
tilat y-ou mig-ht have somne difficulty
in penetratixng the arcana of the
Modemn Babylon ini the direction of
the City Road-în shiort,' said Mr.
Micawber in another burst of con-
fidence, " that you nîight ]ose your-
self-I shall be happy ta, cal1 this
eveming and instal you iii the kniowl-
edge of the iiearest waiy."

Another markecl Ieculiarity wvas
his love of letter writing. On cvery
conceivable pretext hie wvrote letters;
and such letters. They contain the
nîost over-wroughlt coniceits, that
ever enîanated froin the nîind of
man. In biis writings hie aspires ta
the sublime and in so doingr, mnakes
that proverbial step) ta the ridiculous.
''le crownling resuit of his epistolary

powers was 'achieved in the docu-
ment settitng forth the truc character
of Uriahi I-eep. The introduction
contains a sketch of the writer's
troubles, which beset imi in thie
forms of " Ignominy, Want, Despair,
and Madneiss." Then follows an
overwhiclingii array of charges
aIgainst the accused, introduced by
the formidable preliniinaries; " To
wvit, in manner followingr, that is to

sy"Finally the author concludes
with ;a mazgnificent peroration,ý of
whiich the closin-Y sentence is truly
ludicrous. '<Let it be in justice


