
The 312nlmti Advocate. 91

at, night, these creatures prowled about the tlock. With the iron part
of the rod lie could give a good blow whien any attack wvas thrcatened.

In ?sahn 23: 4, we have mention miade of "tliy rod and tlty staff.
There is rneaning in both, and distinct xneaniug. Godas rod draws us
back kiudly and loviiigly if we go aside front His path; Cods 8tczf pro-
teets us against the onset, open or secret, whether it lie men or devils
that are the enemies watching an opportunity for attack. In this we
find uiispealkable coinfort. The young, inexperienced believer mnay
reckon on lîa-vig the erook cf that blessed rod put forth te draw hini
back fromn danger and wvandering-; and also may expect that the 8taff cf
it shall not fail to couic down upon those that Ilseek his soul to destroy

CORRESPONDENCE.

Thie fullowing communications w-ere received some time ago, but werer
cr-oided out cf our cohunuiis. It Nvill lie Been that thiey were written in
reference to certain answcrsi to questions in the "Inquiry Columu" cf the

Adrocete for June. As the subjeets are well worthy cf thîe consideration

oi f Our readers, wVe Wvihiug'ly iUblish the letter-S.-EDTOR.
Plo the Elif or of tMe. MOtldly Adrocate,

D)sAn Sin, -The selections under the heaà1iný IlOrnamental Crosses, " in the June
No. cf the Anvoc.rT appeair to me te teach a 1'heology cf a very doubtful nature.
The apparent tendency cf those extraets, with the exception cf that freint Ryle, is.
te show that the cross beiug,, the forse cf the inîstrumnent on which Christ sutfered
is thercby rendered. sacred. It xnay be that the authors 'would disclaisu anyr sncb
interpretation, but 1 fait te see tbat auy other meaning can lie found in their
stateisets. The author cf the p>cetical selection, Dr. Benar, 1 believe, speaba cf
the Cross as "Lwy""wu,'"eea"Sucbtersus arc, uo doubt, peculi-
arly applicable te the death cf Christ upon the Cross. but te apply thesu, as lie
dues, te the Cross itself, is wholly uuwarranted, aud seemes te tread very closely ia
the steps cf Romisli adoration, In like manuer, Spurgeon, reproving the use cf
the Cross as an oruaint, asks.-"IWill you seake an adorument cf that which was
your .Master's death?" To refuse te use the CroFis because it was the "lMaster's.
death," the "instrument cf his torture," is an act cf revereuce for the forsu, differ-
ing.iii degree but net in spirit, frein the worship of the Fopiali devotee. The coin-
parisoen used by Mr. Spurgeon in the saine extreat, is utterly irrelevant, -the Cross
did miot cause the death cf Christ,-uark Ris ewn words-«Il lay down my life

timat I2àiight takeitagain. Nomsan taleth. it frein se, but 1 lay it down cf inyzeif:
I have power te lay it dewn, and I have power te tak-e it agaiin." It wus in the
cxercise of this power and net as a victini te the cruelties cf Roman soldiers and,
Jewis3h people that the Savieur died.

It ie g'ood ,Paul tells us, te avoid the use cf axiything wliereby a Ilbrother stum-
bleth, or ie offcuded, or is mnade waak. " This ie virtually the reasonl assigned ia
the "Iiiquiry. Coluznn" cf the AD)vocxrsE for netusiug the Cross, and if these results
fellow frein its use, as they donblics may, then !lit je good" te abstain therefrosu,
bot besides this, and the fact that it lias the "'appearance cf evil," I do siot think
any scriptural reason eau lie asslgned. Timese, liowever, are quite sufficient. W

CnwLuN. S., June 112, 1880.

l'O the D, litor of ie .A2olith(y Adrocate,
Sin,-The following accouut cf a "Christeain "apteared in a western paper soma

tinte ago, on which, witli your yscrnsisiii, e w m a few remarke.
Thuru ua irseiigii aLnoco e Yaredy3vihwa70 a christening. A niliister

wciit, by relluest, te tihe lieuse of ani acquziititnco te isaptize a chld In the *recnce ef a few isivited
triciîds 'Mie ceruioîîy 1roceeded eaîuotisl3 util thse parents iwee asised the naie et thse chiUS*.;1
wlîin It %vas discovered that thse houme wes divlded egainst Itesil, imotber 1pvinz oe namns, ansd

j'th fahe iiotiser; neitiser %vould )luid, aud tise clemnau eXtricted hinsel frrnm su ensbarassing

bitutionby uatloulg th coemozy.I


