
11Creeci and C7tctr«(cte.

lb If lio Iaves the stamp of lus per-sonality upon ail hoe touche.% we
say, "fiHe is a inan of character. ".-

This truly grTeatest thing in the world is a something that
works fromn within, and thiougcli to some extent infiuenced by ci-
cuinstarices, it yet mnanifests a power to withstand the shock of
cireuinst-ance and to shape its own course independently of ill
opposing forces.

Chiaraeter is therefore the centre and core of personal life.
lIt is a mysterlous, invisible something that is creeping out-%ward
frorn its wrappings of flesh and sense, like the openingr petais of
a flower, ever displayingr in its progress inore and more its unique
structure;- growing more and more distinct froin father, inother,
home and friends, and developing into that wonderful thing we
cail personality.

And lIow does it grow ? By judgments, choices and acts.
Every circumstance, hiowever trivial, demands a decision, and" that
decision adds soinethiingr tai the structure; it strengthcens a 'bout,
dletermiine-s a current, or builds up a sentiment, and thus croates
character. Withuout the necessity for a decision the chai-acter
wculd bc shuapeless. Thus 'vo see that every opinion, every word,
cvery action whichi involves a decision is forining character.

Now the choosing faculty-the will-alwaysacts froin. motives.
The judgment, laying hold upon the various thieories and objccts
tha«,t. are presented to it, formulates beliefs, and these beliefs
furnishi ail the mnotives under the impulse of ~vihthe wvill is
broughlt, into exorcise. Thuis prccess is repeated day after daiy,
month after monith and year after year, each choice being Vo
somne degrree influenced by previous choices. This continuous
action of the will, with the ever increasing weight, of ail former
decisions behind it, gives it direction, and this bent, this flxity,
towards which the doermining, power is constantly tending is
termied élharacter. XVe conclude therefore that cliaracter, -%ichl
is reaily worthy of the name, miust be baseci upon correct doctrine.
In the ligh't of these truthis liow erroneous dloes the statement ap-
pear whichi is so, current iii our day, that it is of no imiportaLnce
what a man believes so long a.% luis life is righit. The life wivli
is sinply the expression of the chai-acter cannot 'Do riflut, until
the motives are rigit, and tlue motives cannot be righit until he
beliefs a,.ccordl witu tiuth.
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