
ITANS FINGERT-{UT'S FLIOG-LESSON.

littie kceen calm bitie eyes, a soft yellow
bourd thiaï, reaohied to lus wvaist, andi long
yellow hiait, thiat huilg and eurlcdl in (leli-
cate fringes over the g-rett greon wvater'lily

The eh' looked very sternly at Ilans
Fingoerbut. -1 Wretelied nuortal,"hsad
cyou hiave distur«ued rny bo'autif'ul. streain,

1,peauso it x'etains forover the poaco and
gladness wvhich youi by your ow'n fan] t
have lest; because it sings te you, as you
once sang imperfeetly iii your yotith; be-
cause it touches von a wvenderful lesson,
whiclh you are nov too Illind and (legl'aced
to understand. Ia your son-Ys long'o ago
you interpreted the songt of the st'eani
more thani once, but nlot righitly. iDO youi
k-now- it iew? I :>N " answei'o(l ans
Fingaerl'ht I have no lheart nowaday-, to
interp)let anything but wvhat is dau'k and

disîal. " Thon" sýaid the elf', "Ill vil
ttirn you into at frog andi yoiu nust romnain
a, frog until ycu find out the rneaning of'
the strearn-seng. " So saying lio Pricked
tie pet again withi tho end of the
thistle.staff and[ Hans ri'îîgrhut saulc
down into a, gYrat frog,C~il vbo ot
wvide uglyI moethi, and staring eyes.

The cil was gene and foi' manly honî's-
flans sat on tho batik of the strcain.
utteu'ly stunined and wretched, hoe feit li 11'
self se clumsy and ngly. and niore than ever
useless. The grass, ivhich a fewv heurs
augo ho had brushcd aside wvith bis streng(
foot, inow tow'erod high above bis bond,
and the thick wecds hnn SO lose andi

* raik around and above him that lie could
scarcely thinkc of p)onet1'ating thora. At
last, however, hoe gi-ew vory hungry and
fol) te snapping at the flics and mosquitees.
Th'esently as the evcning, drewv on hoe
hourd the inniumerablo veices of the frocs,
at first sharp and fitfui auJ at Iast swell-

ic noasteady thunder far awvay devn.
the streai. Finally hoe juxnped iute the
stream, and ail that night jeurneyed down
'vitb the curling -water te a great marshi,
wvhere thousands cf the ether frocs werc

* cotigregyated. The streamn flewed by itsolf
-thirengh the flat watery %vaste, and flans,
knewing that hoe mustdiscover tho meaning
Of its seng, kept generally noar te its bank.

Foi: many davs hoe sat arneng the long
* coarse grasses, listening intently te the
* ripple in the u'eeds, snlapping" new and

thmn gt the gnats and flies, aud keepiug
a vigilant leokeut for the leng-legged

'4anes that wvaded sernetimies in the

sha',llovs or paissed lew ever the marshes
wvitli -%vido hoavy wings, eo' soînetianos
peî'cluoc thenisulves on the liiîubs of (lea(t
trocs and poured roînerselessly deovn into
the dccl) grasses. At tinies hoe grew foerce
an(l restless, and jumping awvay inte the
1100el3 outdid ail the e'Lher fosi h
mnarsii iii the <luptli an(l liai'shness cf his
(liSCel'danIlt bellOWillgs. I-hue it Wvas jUSt
as it hadl boein before witli hini. The
thickz grass teasel and im-tpodeo hiru, flies
%vere bard te Catch, and the loing'billcd
cranos auinted Mn perpetually. Theu'e
was ne satisfaction in life anywhere, se hoe
lifted up bis discordant veico auJ revilcd
the mnarsu and the cranes andI the fj'ociq
and, wvhen hoe was tired, wveut back and
listened wvoaîily te the utysterieus song cf
the strearn.

Ono day hoe said te inuiseif, Il I knew
the scug cf tho streai, aud ilnstanitly
Mie littie cîf appoarcd boside buii, and
pî'iokod ijui 'vith. his thîstle-wand.
Ilwhat thonl is Mhe snig cf the streani ?'

hoe said. Ilans Fingerlint answcred veu'v
hunnbly -1 arn very wvoary and confnsed
and eau. ha'dly gi'aspj tho nicaning cf any-
tiag, but it scenis te me that the watcr
says this "I sec the gr'een earth round
nue, and the bine sky aboeo me, and the
sweet stars; at xîight. 2'iue wiud murnlurs
in the trocs aud rnany littie birds. siug-
more than 1 ean ceunt. The voice cf the
frogs and tho siglu cf the gnats, the call
of the Nvator hoen and the chlatter cf the
wild geese are pdeasaut. .&0 these things
and many et'ucrs 'ai e joyens; why sheuld

bc h sad ? Because overthg esga 5
uni 1l glad." Il That is geod," said the
el f, Ilbut it is net the song cf the streanu
yen uniust find out tlîe Streama seng." But
boforo ho vanishied tho littie oit', secing
hov pinelucd and hungry flans lookèd,
waved luis 'vand aunc bu'ought eut cf the
g(rasses a swarm cf rich uilump gnats, se
tluick that flans liad ne diffioulty in catch-
iug twve or thu'ee cf thora- at a tune, and se
onjoyed tlue first square rncal ho hiad liad
sumîco ho becarne a freg.

Alany days Hfans sat beside the streani.
cither listening and thinking, or rending, the
dreovsy air witu his loely and chcorloss
t.elloNwiugs. The other frocs wvould have
xnething te do \vitli hirn; niýy, even rat
round sornetii4eý ad a.b ue4 h$ný. Fpr
,there wvas sinetlýing un•canny abQtit 114ns
Fingerh ut. 1-o talked often to, himsielf
'n a tonpuo qnknown to thieni. Som~


