
r Ieep ini view the faot that the Kingdom of
Gctl exst: irst, in the heart wvbere Christ
dvells by hie Spirit, Luke 17: 21 : Eph. 31 17 ;
j Cor. 6: 19. second, in the -%verld, Matt. 13:
38; "The field ie the world, and the good
seed, tbese are the sons of -the Kingdoiin."
matt. 6: 10, IlTliy Ringdom corne, thy wvill ho
(lotte in earth, as it je in heavern." Third, in
glory, John 14 :1-3; Matt. 8:11l. Olshaustaî
aptly rernarks that the gaviour's parables are
"llike many-sided precieus stenes, cut so as te
cast lustre in more than one iet' n)

In interpreting- thera care should be taken to
determine te which ephere of the Kingdoem
they refer. See Matt. 13. The Kingdorn je
not of this wor]d. It is spiritual in its laws,
its subjects, enjoyinents, a-ad rewards. It con-
sists not in meat and drink,- but in righteous-
nese, and peace, and joy ini the Holy Ghost.
Jno. 1A: 36; Rom. 14: 17. It ieof suprene im-
portance, and should be souglit befere andi
above ail things earthly. Matt. 6: 33 ; Luko
13: 9,4.

1. The feast in the parable represents the
salIvation of the Gospel. The sumiptuouenese,
the rich abundance with wvhicli the table ie
spread-not that-of an ordinary meal but of a

feaf~-onoescomplote provision for ail men's
spiritual wants. What are those? (1).Forgive-
ness. Seeing -we are ail sbapen in iniquity
andi conceiveci in sin, Psal. 51: 5, wve are
inaturally condernned, andi without pardon
mnuet perieli oternally. Rom. 3, 10-14. Spiri-
tual life ie an abeolute necessity for cmatures
dead in treepasses ardl sins, and ail life je frorn
Goa, from above.

To enter the Xingdorn we muet be born
anew, Jno. 3: 3.

Spiritual life je net the outeorne of the care-
fui cultivation of a good germ indigenous te
Our sinful nature. It je the gift of Christ by
hie Spirit. Ne je our lufe. Col. 3: 3-4. We
are raised np with hirn, Epli. 2: 1 andi 4.7. In
Iiim ive have lifo abundantly, Jno. 10:- 10.

(2) Purification isincluded in the salvatien set
fort'hbythe feast. Withoutthis, pardon would
ho a deuhtful boon, and ohvionsly net in the
interests of merality. A pure heart je needed
as weil as dlean bands. Psal. .2A4: 3-4. This
cleansing ie a work of God. Ho lifts us out ef
the horrible pit and the miry dlay. Psal. 40:
2. "Our rigliteenenesses are as filthy rage,"1
Isa. 64: 6, but wve are matie the righteousness

o! Goti in Christ, 2 Cor. 5: 21. Hie blood
cleausetlî us froin ail sin, 1 Jno. 1:- 7.

Anti s0 ai ether wante o! rnen-guidance,
instruction, protection, hope, pence, joy, and
eternal glorification of seul and body, are fnuly
met iii what thie feast synibolizes.

2. The Invitatlon.-Tiit the Outwvard
cai o! thiegosÉel. Tt je undimited anti urgent.

It bringe deep responeibility on those to,
,who:n it je addresseti-it cernes with the ob-
ligation o! a comnmand frein God, Acta, 17: 30.

It -was first delivered te the Jews. They
were the recipiente of God's revelation o! the
gospel. -It -%vas preached before unte Abra-
ham,"l Gal. 3: 7-8.

The parable indicates that hie descendants
rejecteti it, anti thon " the salvation o! Goti
wvas sent to the Gentîles,"1 Acta 28: 28.

The iact je eniphasizeti that the invitation je
as comprehensive and pressing as possible.
This je the trend of Scripture testimony both
in the Old anti the New Testament. esa. 5,5:
1-7; Matt. Il: 28-29; Rev. 22: 17; Rein.1O: 13;
2 or. 5:- 20.

3. The conduct o! those whe rejecteti the
invitation. This ie niarkied by different de-
grees o! guilt. Some made light of the invita-
tien. TIhoy neglected and therefore forfeited
th egreat salvation, Heb. 2: 3. The sinfulness
aud muinous elTecte of neglect should bo ilme-
trated anti enforced.

Serne. preferreti ether thinge te what the
King offereti the:n-arme, meney-xnaking,
n'vealth. They -%vere net necessarily disri5put-
able, but they felt ne neeti e! Geti's great gift.
Tlxoy did net believe it, and unhelief, which
is deemnet by many, harmiese, if net even sorne-
thing indicative o! superior ability, is a damu-
ing sin, NMark 16: 16. It mnakes Goti a liar,
1 Jne. 5: 10. The indifferent, and those who,
ding te wvhat is visible and tangible, are non'
preminent and influential classes in the w'orld.

Others *went mruch further than cherishing
ilient contempt for the invitation. They

manifesteti ninrderous imalignity towards the
King's servants. Thuis nas the case e! old-
"1Thoy were stened, tbey -ivere sawn asidr
etc., Hleb. 11: 36, 37. The Savieur feretelti
that thie wvas te continue. **Behiolt, I send
yen forth as seep in the mitiet cf wolves,"
etc., Matt. 10: 16-17.

Itis a favorite niethod with the devil and
hie servants te, etrike at those whe represent


